May 10, 2024
Chris Christofferson, Forest Supervisor

Modoc National Forest

225 West 8th Street

Alturas, CA  96101

Re:  Devil’s Garden Plateau WHT – Middle Section

Dear Supervisor Christofferson,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the development and implementation of a revised Devil’s Garden Plateau Wild Horse Territory Plan (Plan) including the Middle Section, as proposed in your draft Environmental Assessment (EA).

As a member of both the Devil’s Garden Preservation Group (DGPG) and the Modoc County Coordination Group, I was involved in and concur with those two sets of comments (attached for reference).  

In addition, I own the only private property in the Middle Section, which includes Avanzino Ranch and 240 acres in Boles Meadow.  With that unique position in mind, I have a few comments to add to those of the aforementioned DGPG and Modoc County.
Inclusion of the Middle Section in the Wild Horse Territory (WHT)

To quote from the DGPG comments: “Inclusion of the Middle Section in the WHT is unwarranted and the Forest Service should instead reestablish the 1975 WHT boundary. Adequate tools already exist under the WHBA to manage wild horses in between the East and West Home Ranges and the Service has not adequately explained why the area should be added to the WHT.”
The EA notes in several places, in a variety of ways, the existing requirement that the Forest Service “must gather anything outside the territory,” thus making private property a priority AND, currently the Middle Section, which is “outside the territory.”   

As someone whose operation/business is critically affected by horses “outside the territory,” I would much prefer the Middle Section remain as is so that horses thereon are a priority to remove, just as those on private property are supposed to be.  The issue is, as always, the ability of the Forest to do that … for whatever the reason … but I would not like to see that “priority” disappear.  

Springs

There seems to be some confusion in the EA regarding the names of the three springs in the Black Rock Pasture:  

· The spring outside our fence that feeds part of our Avanzino Ranch (including Reservoir G) is sometimes referred to as the “unnamed” spring; it is “Bottle Spring.”  

· The spring outside our fence that has already been fenced is “Boles Spring.”
· The previously unnamed spring just outside the Hager Basin fence has now been named the “North Fence Spring.”

If all these springs are to be fenced out for their protection from horses and other livestock, and they certainly should be, then there must be some more water development in that area.  Currently, horses and cattle looking for water see lots of water and green grass over the fence on Avanzino and break the fence down to get in; it is a constant battle for us, and we always lose.  Not only do unwanted animals get in, allowing them to consume feed and water that is not theirs to consume, but constantly knocked-down fences allow our cattle to get out.  Over the years I have written several letters to this effect requesting the immediate gather of wild horses from Avanzino.
In conclusion, I will support an alternative similar to Alternative 2 IF the Middle Section remains outside the WHT, therefore a priority for removal of horses. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and please know that I will continue to work with you in any way I can in the effort to reach the Appropriate Management Level (AML) for Devil’s Garden wild horses … as much for their well-being as that of the wildlife, the livestock, and the land.
Sincerely,

Carolyn Carey

