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rowan—an

. Eng
damage do

and so, despite the presence of some mighty hardwoods, the
\granted the landowner a clear-fell license to raze the lot. All
ers of the boreal were there-—Scots pine, birch, larch, spruce
d several others, like alder, ash and Douglas fir toa.

walked down the road with my two daughters to survey the
e to the places they used to play, the stone shaded by a birch

tree \&mﬂ called the river cafe, or the deep pool below a fallen poplax

known as K
were ?_mm

leron’s home, they were so shocked they burst into tears. Logs

high, the air heady with sap, the steep stream banks littered

‘with E»Eusm and the rain filling the deep tank tracks of the logging ma-

chinesma
Eoﬁnmﬁ:mu

ing the river run a cedar shade of red. The girls could see the
beyond for the first time in their short lives. They are six and

four. They
oxygen the
the most,
things that
:ﬂpn tr
ZmSoum of
iat

sked why the trees were being cut down when we need the
produce and the rain they condense, but what upset them
ausing enother round of sobs, was concern for the rﬁmm

call the forest home.
es must have been crying!” 35 idea familiar to the m:.mw

anada.)

If a mother ladybird came back to her nest only to find nrm‘

tree r»n_ been cut down and her babies were gonel”

wﬁmsﬁ
luxury of
versity of
trouble™

g in an era of rapid climate change does not allow mon p.:o
isanthropy or false hope. We must, to paraphrase the Uni-

California miruovo?mﬁ Donna Harraway, “stay with the

My imagination was gripped by the moving treeline after finishing

my last bos
the desire to go somewhere cold after the unforglving heat and dust of
the equator
Sahel belt 1

k about refugees in the Horn of Africa. This was not Just

ial desert of Kenya and Somalla, The Horn of Africa, like the
1 genera), ls particularly sensitive to climatic changes in the

oceans and rainfall patterns driven by teleconnections with forests—
and deforestation—elsewhere, The displacement and violence there

are largely.

driven by drought and climate change, and I wanted o

write about athey places where the impacts of warming were atrondy
visible, where one could catch a glimpse of the fulure.
I did no} realize how relevant my experience of reparting om war :E_

refugees o

IATFlen, abosit people strugglng to find meaning and hope in
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difficult circumstances, would turn out to be, Victims of wars or natural
disasters are often far better equipped to imagine and respond to dra-
matic change, In a disaster the social order is stripped away and we are
revealed to ourselves anew. The “human” is unleashed, freed of its habit-
ual constraints, sometimes with barbaric consequences but more often
with positive effects. People are capable of extraordinary things. What
I learned in the ruins and refugee camps of Congo, Sudan, Uganda and
Somalia is that struggle produces hope, not the other way round. Hope
is not an ineft precious metal lying around waiting to be discovered, it
is something that must be manufactured and redefined in the light of
shifting circumstances, every day. And here the lesson is that despair is
the first step toward repair, Acknowledging the damage of the past is
empowering, like the elders of Poplar River transforming colonial grief
into a movement that secured North Americas largest protected forest,
or Thomas MacDonnell reversing centuries of over-browsing by mrmmv
and deer to begin the restoration of Scotland’s great wood.

It is a bourgeois conceit that hope has become synonymous with
saving~or attaining—an ideal state of affluent security, especially when
such affluence is incompatible with planetary limits to economic growth.
Maret Buljo in Norway would laugh at such an idea. Hope lies in shared
endeavor, in transformation, in meaningful work for. the common good.

‘Weare on the brink ofa new epoch in the life of the planet. At least two
degrees Celsius of warming is already “committed”—in the pipeline—
although some scientists project even more then that, up to four degrees
Celsius of “i EES: warming™* Before the end of the twenty-first century
there will be a wave of extinctions, trees will leap north, steppes will ex-
pand, the tundra will disappear along with the Arctic sea ice, the oceans
will be reconfigured and cities will flood. The last generation to know
a stable climate with seasonal cycles and familiar species—and all the
human. culture and :»&monm that rest on that ﬂo::.q_mﬂom._!r% already
been born, :

“This is haid, But #nnaﬁcsr that n:n m_ﬂ:ﬂ A_co is ir _.m,:.u<,=v_n is
also the door lo %.._._E__ x_:Ec::\ there is so much to do. T he &1 :mr_p
to limlk the hr:j age.and prepare for what is.coming has glready be-
grm, ::: is the __::: o by wnclerpinin B Plack Movintaing College,
o mewv-rmodel educatioml instiution whidh | eofaunded urd which ts
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— SAMPLE —

.

.Shori-term changes. to aquatic. habitat in Meadow Creek.in de diverting.a portion of.the. creek south
of the proposed Hangar Flats open pit, and the loss of habitat where the TSF and TSF Buttress would be
located. The short-term loss of habitat would negatively affect fish populations in Meadow Creek over the
life of the mine. Closure and reclamation would restore habitat over time.

413 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

4131  Impact Definitions and Effects Analysis Indicators and Methodology

Although wildlife and wildlife habitat were not identified as a significant issue, it was identified by the
public, the Forest Service, and cooperating agencies as a relevant consideration. The analysis of effects on
“wildlife and wildlife habitat includes the following issues and indicators:

Issue: The SGP may cause changes in wildlife habitat in the analysis area that may affect wildlife species
wncluding special-status species (threatened, endangered, proposed, MIS, and sensitive).

Indicators:

Acres of general wildlife habitat disturbed.
Acres of special-status wildlife habitat disturbed.

Acres of disturbance to other high-value habitats such as crucial and or high-value big game
ranges, wetlands, and seep and spring areas.

Change in noise levels (in decibels) in, or in proximity to, wildlife habitat.
Miles of new roads proposed for the SGP.

Acres of disturbance for new and upgraded transmission lines.

Issue: The SGP may affect wildlife by introducing barriers to movement, including the mine site,
infrastructure, new/existing maintained roads, new fransmission line.

Indicators:
¢ Length of potential movement barriers.
Issue: The SGP may affect wildlife by potentially increasing the risk of direct injury or mortality.

Indicators:

Amount of increased traffic along the access routes, or acres of ground d;sturbance for less-
mobile species. :

Miles of new roads and transmission lines.

Miles of existing roads that are not currently plowed that would be plowed.

Stibnite Gold Project Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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' Wallace Stegner's "Wilderness Letter” {185}

valusble as those are; but the wilderness i&ea, which is a resource

- in itself. Being an intangible and spiritual resource, it will seem
mystical to the practical-minded—but then anything that cannot
be moved by a bulldozer is likely to seem mystical to them.

I want to speak for the wilderness idea as something that has
helped form our character and that has certainly shaged our
history as a people. It has no more to do with recreation than
churches have to do with recreation, or than the strenuousness
and optimism and expansiveness of what the historians call the
“American Dream” have to do with recreation. Nevertheless, since
it is only in this recreation survey that the values of wilderness
are being compiled, I hope you will permit me to insert this idea

- between the leaves, as it were, of the recreation report.

- Something will have gone out of us as a people if we ever let the
remaining wilderness be destroyed; if we permit the last virgin for-
ests to be turned into comic books and plastic cigarette cases; if we

drive the few remaining members of the wild species into zoos or
-to extinction; if we pollute the last clear air and dirty the last clean
‘streams and push our paved roads through the last of the silence, so
that never again will Americans be free in their own country from
the noise, the exhausts, the stinks of human and automotive waste.
-And so that never again can ‘we have the chance to see ourselves
. single, «separate, vertical and individual in the world, part of the en-
 vironment of trees and rocks and soil, brother to the other animals,
‘part of the natural world dnd competent to belong in4t.5 4

' The ORRRC thought the letter was magnificent. Career employ-
ecs of Interior and some in the Forest Service loved Stegner's missive.
His letter provided a moral underpinning for the Wilderness bill, just
zs Albert Schweitzer’s “Declaration of Conscience” on Radio Oslo had
gdone for the anti-nuclear testing crusade. In the December 1980 issue
of Living Wilderness magazine, Stegner looked back and observed that;
“Altogether, this letter, the labor of an afternoon, has gone farther

around the world than other writings on which I have spent years."
When a friend joked to Stegner that he had become a conservation
Bero, the author scoffed at the idea. He was no Howard Zahniser or
Devid Brower. “I am a paper tiger, typewritten on both sides,” he said’






