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Revision-of Farest Plan For the Gila National Forest #51887 08/29/2024

Objection Reviewing Officer
333 Broadway, Blvd. SE

Albugquerque, NM 87102

Dear Mr. Michiko Martin and Camilie Howes (copy delivered to 3005 E. Camino del Bosque)

Aﬁer readmg the outdated 1986 G:Ia Forest P!an to grve myseffa starting point to-compare the

on the forest also it is men‘noned to push for npar:an area,’ sprmgs and watershed restoration
and enhancement. Understanding budget and staffing are always & roadblack to progress, let’s
put those aside.

On a personal note of disclaimer, having worked for the National Park Service and State of
California in Natural Resource Management and Habitat Restoration there is background
experience on my part. [ was a “boots of the ground” member of the New Mexico Wild
inventory team helpingto collect data and documentation photos of approximately 750,000
acres of forest land surrounding the Gila, Aldo Le'o_p_o_l'd__-, and Blue Ra nge Wilderness over a
period of 4 years for the Forest Service to use. Our team used the strict guidelines for what and
how to docu ment what we observed both natural and man-made.

Then moving forward to be a member of the publicon the Forest Planning Team attending 15
sessions, field trips.and being able to share input along the way since 2015. After reading the
whole proposed Gila Forest Plan my #233 comments were included for review.. Now that the
final draft is coming to light here come more comments from me this time after skimming the
whole plan and reading most of the responses from public comment, ['am focusing only on
potential recommended wilderness expansion and not the whole plan.

So'many people have expressed to me the reason they moved to Grant County is because of the
Forest and Wilderness. They hike, camp, backpack, and horseback ride; love the trails and

- Joined groups to help ¢lear and maintain these trails. Instead of excluding areas of potenhal
recommended wilderness to accommodate bike riders, perhaps the FS could ook at forest trails
in different areas that could be looped for bikes, electric bikes, day hikers.and horse riders,

To state that because an area burnt it will no longer be considered for inclusion for potential
recommended wilderness, in my op'inio'n,_ is unacceptable. The land will heal itself as it has in
the past and will in the future. The FS Plan states mechanical treatments are necessary — on the
other hand it also states, on a case-by-case basis- mechanical equipment maybe authorized in
wilderness. Comment 56 pg. 537 DEIS A-397 says mechanized equipment can be authorized on



a case-by-case basis. Thus, the use of mechanical treatment is ok case by case and should not
rule out potential additional recommended forest acreage for wilderness, It will take another
year for all the powers that be, Chief of the Forest Servicé, Secretary. of Agriculture, President of
the United States to look at all the acreage to consider and friake decisions on what to include,
before the recommended acreage goes to Congress.

12024 being the 100% Anniversary of the 1% designated wilderness and what better way to
celebrate than to increase as much as possible the recom mended acreage within that very
‘wilderness!

My hope is that the Forest SERVICE will look ta thie future and move out of the past, to keep as
much land as possible to remain untrammeled by man not only for the surrounding counties
but for the health of the planet: Keep as much acreage as possible included in wilderness, as
human population increases these: places of outstanding geology, solitude, clean air, fresh
water, hative vegetatlon vast New Mexico vistas, peacefulness and dark skies become ever
more important. Be forward thinking, protect and expand the wilderness, it is a very special
place, move 1o save it.

So here are my two “Boots on the Ground” recommendations. | have included the maps
because | know it is cumbersome and time consurming to go. back and forth quickly. The
segments | wish to include for recommendéd additional wilderness are immediately adjoining
existing wilderness, ranked as Outstanding, High or Moderately High and are outlined in Black.
on the included maps.

Proposal 1:
W4: Qutstanding, Manageabl'e—-YES,_12,45-8 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
WSB1: High, Manageable-YES, 43,998 acrés. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
SB1: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 41,063 acres. Adjacent to Aido Leopold Wild.
B14: High, Manageable-YES, 5,380 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
Bla: High, Manageable-YES, 5,741acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
Blb: High, Manageable.-YES,_.ZGS acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
Blc: High, Manageable-Yes, 78 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
B10: High, Manageable-Yes, 15,909 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopo!d Wilderness.
WER1: High, Manageable-Yes, 27,335 acres. Adjacent to Aldo.Leopold Wilderness.

W2b: Moderate High, Manageable-Yes, 2,088 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wild.



S1: Outstanding, Manageable-YES, 48,067 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

WB2: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 4,437 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.
G3d: Moderate High, acres? Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

G1: Qutstanding, Manageable-Yes, 20,525 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

RG4: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 21,591 acres. Next to G1 adjacent to-Gila Wild.

RG2: Moderaté High, Manageable-YES, 61,067 acres. Next to RG4 adjacent.to Gila
Wilderness and close to the Blue Range Wilderness.

QR1: High, Manageable-YES, 41,047 acres. Ranking of 14.7 almost Outstanding.
RG1: Outstanding, Manageable-YES, 22,089 acres. Adjacent to Blue Range Wilderness.
QG1: High, Manageahle-YES, 8,685 acres. Next to RG1 adjacent to Blue Range Wild.
Q11: High, Manageable-Yes, 5,728 acres. Next to QG1 & RG1 adfacent to Blue Range W.
PROPOSAL1: Aldo Leopold Wilderness potential recommended-acres = 154,315

Gila Wilderness potential recommended acres = 155,687

QR1 potential recommendad acres = 41,047

Blue Range Wilderness potential recommended acres = 36,502



PROPOSAL 2: (maps printed in order of forest plan) Inctudes Outstanding, High,
Moderaté High and Moderate.

Q11: High, Manageable-YES, 5,689 acres. Adjacent to Apache Sitgreaves National Forest.
QG1: High, Manageable-YES, 7,609 acres: Adjacent to Q11 & Apache Sitgreaves NF.
QG2: Moderate, Manageable-Yes, 4,404 acres. Adjacent to QG1, Q11 & RG1 & AS.NF;

These acres would add to the Blue Range Wilderness:

QR1: High, Manageable-Yes, 36,691 acres. Adjacent to Q'R'z_-, moderate.

R10a: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 536 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

R10b: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 657 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.
RG1: Outstanding, Manageable-YES; 21,895 acres. Adjacent to Blue Range Wilderness:

RG2: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 43,383 acres. Near Blue Range Wilderness.

RG4: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 20,398 acres. Adjacent to RG2. Adjacent to G1
whiich is adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

G1: Outstanding, M'a'na_g_eableéYE-S, 16,848 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness, Adjacent
to RG4-and G3d.

G3: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 1,095 acres. Adjacent'to Gila Wilderness.

G9: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 2,856 acres. Adjacent to Blue Range Wilderness.



G10: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 3,709 acres. Adjacent to Blue Range Wilderness and
Blue Range Primitive Area.

G11: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 2,827 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

G12; Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 2,223 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness,

Bla: High, Manageable-YES, 5,741 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness,

B1b: High, Manageable-YES, 229 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.

Blc: High, Manageable-YES, 48 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.

B9: This is confusing; Alt 4 includes 11,909 acres. Manageahle-YES.-Adjacent-t8-Abdo

Leopold Wilderness & Blc. Trails going through are not a problem. Th’é-cher‘ry stemmed
roads are left out of the boundaries so no problem. The private properties are to the
east of the boundaries so no problem. Nice there are two valuable creeks.

B10: High, Manageable-YES, 15,181 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness & B9,

B11: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 15,181 acres (same as B10??). Adjacent to Aldo
Leopold Wilderness,

B14: High, Manageable-YES, 4,546 acres, Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness..
SB1: Moderate High, Manageable-YES; 39,150 acres.
51: Outstanding, Manageable-YES, 46,437 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderriess.

- 52: Qutstanding, Gila Middle Box, Manageable-Yes, 24,523 acres. Not printed because it
would be stand alone. Although it will have Gila River Wild & Scenic sta nding ohce the
Bill is passed. Also valuable as a wildlife corridor for Gila River access.

S6a: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 447 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

S6b: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 4,558 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.



$6d: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 1,040 acres. Ad_j'-acent to Gila Wilderness.

SW1: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 128 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.
W1ic: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 691 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

W3: Moderate High, Manageable-YES, 3,389 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wild.

W4: Outstanding, Manageable-YES, 12,459 acrés. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wild.
W7: Moderate, Manageahle-YES, 642 acres. Critical Habitat, Adjacent to Gila Wilderness..
Whb1: High, Manageable-YES, 26,852 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness.
Wb2: High, Manageable-YES, 4,443 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

Whb4: Moderate, Manageable-YES, 13,682 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.

Wh6: Moderate, Mahageab'i'e#YES, 4,252 acres. Adjacent to Gila Wilderness.
WSB1: High, Manageable-YES, 42,878 acres. Adjacent to Aldo Leopold Wilderness & W4.

Bla, Blc, BY, B0, B11, W3, W4, WB1, WSB1 were involved in the 2022 Black Fire.
"Whil:e‘-thei'sten'er'y may have changed in some locations, its value has not been reduced
because the area and severity of burned landscape is consistent with the fire regime’
after a lightn i_ngﬂcau'se'd'ﬁ're-.”'

PROPOSAL 2: Aldo.Leopold Wilderness potential recomimended-acres="138,413
Gila Wilderness potential recommended acres= 120,904
Blue Range Wilderness potential recommended acres= 89,545

QR1 acres= 36,691



$B1 acres=39,150-
52 acres=136,691

“Executive Order 14072 Strengthening the National Forest, home-to cherished expanses
of mature and Old Growth Forests on. Federai lands. Forests provide clean air and water,
sustain the plant and animal life fundamental to combating the global climate and
biodiversity crisis. Deploy ¢limate smart forestry practice and nature-based solutions to
improve the resilience of our lands, waters, wildlife in the face of i increasing disturbances.
and chronic stress arising from cltmate impacts.”

Forest Service needs to protect the Old Growth and Mature Forests not cut them down
for timber-harvest especialiy in the desert Southwest. Thete are very few areas where it
is economically feasible to harvest tiniber around the Gila Farest. This.was.covered.in

the FS Planning Field Trip. The idea of riot including areas for potential wilderness
because of timbier harvest is ridiculous, the terrain is so rugged and mountainous the
cost for a small amount of harvestabie imber would be exorbitant. It will be challenging
for Forest Service staff to be forward thinking about climate change and to not fall back
on outdated policy practices. [ noticed that some of the data quoted was from the
Northwest US. The Southwest.is a whole differeht-balig’am‘e with different tree species,
rainfall amounts, temperature fluctuations, $ubstrate, plants, and animals. There are
additional stresses being put on the Forest and Staff as population increases, trash. [eft
behind, campfires not put out, encroachment, ATV use has increased exponentially.

This is-your chance to expand wilderness acreage and protect the lan d from motorized
vehicles. Help reduce the effects of climate change and the ever-increasing pressures
placed against the forest ecosystems. The planet needs mote wilderness not less. This is
the 100% year anniversary of the 1%t designated wilderness right here in Southwest New
Mexico. H_e!p celebrate this milestone by inereasing the wilderness as much as possible,

Thelack of staffing issue in Arizona is niot a valid reason to throw out areas of
recommendation connected to the Blue Range Wilderness and Apache-Sitgreaves NF.
Pointing fingers across the AZ & NM boundaries where one side is waiting for the other
to make a commitment is not how to step into the future. Decisions for the health and
~ protection of the forest are what matter.

Aspen Mountain needs another lock at; 1 was a part of the survey teaim, there is only a
rough dirt road, Iﬁeadi’ng_-to @ gate closing the road, it is another mile to walk to the top.

Taylor Creek'is another area that needs a closer look. It is a very beautiful, lush area with
several cultural sites and as much acreage as possible should be included for
recommendation.



Yes; grazing is a way of life for some people. There are 109 permit holders. Out of the 3.3
million forest acres, 2.6 million acres are managed for grazing. 1 am assuming most
people that graze cattle in this area also have a horse or two to help manage the cattle.
Horses are better to use than a vehicle, ’éhey tread more lightly on the land and don’t
create roads off of the Travel Management Plan. Using horses to maintain ferce lines
and round up cattle means less air pollution, less noise, less extensive over land travel
especially steep slopes and hard to getto places. The question arises-out of the 109
permittees how many use horses instead of vehicles to check & majntain fence lines and
service water tanks? When was the last time all the allotments were checked by the FS
grazing manager? A-65 Literature cited in response to comment is.old data from 2008
Svejcar et all. and not relevant to here. Carbon Fluxes on North American rangeland is-
very different than Forest grazing allotments in the desert southwest.

A-24 & A-25 Under comments of Alternatives in general. The prefererce is Alternative #5
over-all other alternatives stating it is-in the best interest of peodple, animals and plants
because it contains more recommendations or proposals for'spetial des_i_gna"cions_,__which-
are protective in nature and consistent with emergency response plan. 'En;erge_ncy'
response plan is needed dué to predicted climate change and related biodiversity loss.

A:26 - A-38 Afternative #5 Best available science based data provided by botanical
experts asseciated with the Gila Native Plant Society and asrecommended in the Rare
Plant Conservation Strategy. | am unaware if during this planning process the Gila Forest
had a botanist on staff.or just a biologist. Plants have not been given'adequate attention
in the past:some of these rare plants grow no where else and species. haveyet to be
discovered. Side note: 2 weeks ago a moth discovered on Signal Peak is the 1% recorded
in NM.

Goal of the Revised Forest Plan?

1. Move toward a shared vision for the Future of our public lands.

| would.fike to have more wilderness!

2. Plan provides strategic guidance to manage ‘cultural and Natural Resources on the
forest balance multiple uses, connect people to their land and heritage, restore
ecosystems, and watersheds and adapt to climate chahge.

Exactly what defines Wilderness.and 1 would like to have more Wilderness included.

3. Provide strategic, program level guidance of Gila’s resources and uses for 10-15
years.

Perfect, lets save the Gila Resources-by increasing the Gila and Aldo and Blue Range
Wilderness areas.



How Will the Revised Plan differ from the 1986 forest plan?: -
Based on the 2021 Planning Rule the plan will:

1.. Have:a stronger focus on outcomes rather than outputs.
1 would like to see more details here. What outcomes from which programs?
Restoration of Springs, Creeks, and watersheds? More critical habitat set aside.
Larger botanical areas? More trails maintained. The outcome of hiring more Law
Enforcement would henefit the outcome of the Travel Management Plan.
Detommissioni'ng the closed roads would enhance the scenery and the outcome
would be stopping people from driving vehicles-on closed roads. Keep in mind
people that come to visit from other states do not have a copy of the Travel
Management plan. Unless there is a’sign ofr barrier, they have no clue it is a closed or

tecommissioned area. Habitat Restoration signs are helpful.

2. Base managerient actions on best.available science and local knowledge.
Use best available science, not old data. | have local knowledge; 1 live in the Gila
Forest of the Burro Mountains, | pass on my knoWIedg_e‘ to the Forest Service but
rarely are actions taken and outcomes resutting. | often hear the excuse of having no.
budget or being understaffed.

3. Have the ability to.adapt to changing conditions and stressors overtime.
What ability is needed to be able to adapt to what conditions and stressors?

4. Use enhanced public participation.
So.many questions here, are volunteers needed? For what projects? How do you see
the public participating?

G1, G12, RG4 = Mineral Creek to Sandy Point ='the Grand Enchiantment Trail
Needs For Change Statement: Plan direction for Conneéctivity.

More connection between the Gila and Blue Range Wilderness creates habitat
tonnectivity and wildlife corfidor:

There seems to be a roadblock to recommending some areas for wilderness hecause
roads are closed but not decommissioned. What is the hold up to have these closed

'~ roads decommissioned and restoration to.occtir? Some of the old roads | helped survey
on the wilderness tear had large trees, grasses and plants growing up on them.,

| have to say 72,000 acre (54,000 Aldo, 16,000 Gila, 2,000Blue) recommendation for
wilderness leaves me wondering why'there are not more‘acres included. [ was locking
closely at the adjacent acreage to the Gila, Aldo & Blue Ra nge‘wilderness-areas. My
hope is that the Aldo Leopold Wilderness recommendation would be closer to 150,000
acres and the Gila Wilderness recommendation would be closer to 150,000 acres and
the Blue Range Wilderness recommendation closer to 36,000 acres. There were



1-,219,019 acres to choose from with 100 polygons and at least 50 of those were
contiguous to existing wilderness areas.

This leaves me feeling like there is more effort put into excluding acreage than to include
acreage since 1986. WOW! This shows a lack of using the best most recent survey data
and photaos for documentation of how valuable a resource additional wilderness is. No
one knows where lightning will strike sa'do not exclude areas because of fire risk.

| feel sorry for the forest, with staff changing so frequently, there is no consistency.

Before | forget. | would like to include a special thank you to Jenny Natharius “Nessa”
National Forest Staff. She has moved on now but has put so much time and effort into
this plan sorting through the 27,000 comments in an efficient way. | know she put her
heart and soul into the planning and was a consistent staff person through the planning
process. She should be very proud of het work.

There is-a typo in response to.comments page A-64. Paragraph #1 & 3 repeatsthe
<entence. “There is.conflicting science on how......... DEIS and FEIS.”

Carol A. Martin {assigned prior comment # 233, 231, 23 & 718.3871
56T bar T Drive

Silver City, NM 88061

619318 3283

Richard.martin10i@att.net

Covol A. Macks ]aafoy
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Figure H-2. Gila National Forest — Step 2: Evaluation

Table H-2 displays the results from the evaluation step.

Gila National Forest
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Fig__qre H-63. Recommended wilderness by alternative for W4 - Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon
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W4 — Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

This area is located along the southwestern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness area in the
southcentral portion of the Wilderness Ranger District in Grant County, New Mexico. Alternative 2
recommends an 11,094-acre area, alternative 3 an 1 1,050-acre area, and alternative 5 a 12,459-acre area
based on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-63.

This area of the forest that receives little visitation outside of hunting seasons. The terrain is variable,
with ridges, mesa tops, steep slopes and deep canyons. Vegetation communities are dominated by pinyon-
Juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation and slope
aspect. There are several trailheads and trails providing access. It is almost entirely inventoried roadless
area being managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred or
is likely to occur in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the
area, which is part of the Mimbres/Powderhorn/Sapillo grazing allotment. There are outstanding
opportunities for solitude, outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, and high opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation. Evidence of modern land management activity is nearly non-
existent. Improvements are very few, are not concentrated, do not appear modern and contribute to the
historical character and cultural context. '

Table H-61. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the W4 — Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

Wilderness Characteristic ~ Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres ~ Not applicable - Greater Not applicable
- -—— - — than 5‘000 acres P oinie e o —
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics MANAGEABLE Not applicable
Ap;_sargm Naturalness - OUTSTANDING 83
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are OUTSTANDING 8
i ranked, but highest score is counted) . (SOLITUDE)
3 HIGH (RECREATION)
~ Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE 0

 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics OUTSTANDING 183
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This area expenenced the most high and moderate severity of all the impacted areas: In'the woodlands,
ponderosa pine-oak, and weiter mixed conifér vegetation communities, these severities would be:
expected under natural fire regimes. In some woodland areas; these severities may not have been expected
historically, but have helped the woodland areas move toward the desired conditions described inthe.
revised plan and énhanced apparent naturalness (see Upland Vegetation Fire Ecology and F uels Piny on
Juniper Woodland and-Piny6n Juniper Grass and Juniper Grass Woodlands in volume I of the
environmental impact statement). The pondefosa pine forest without a-significant evergreen oak
‘component likely experienced fire severities outside the natural fire regime. Low severity fire is typlcal
for this vegetation type. High and moderate severities are.not. The dry inixed conifer discussion for'Bi0-
Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast applies here sitice the area expérienced a substantial amount of high
and moderate severity in this vegetation type: The riparian zones in this area experience burn severity like
those discussed for B9-Alde Leopold Addition East. The largest severity patch occurred in the
headwaters of McKnight Canyon, in vegetation communities that avolved with stand-replacement fire,
“and in vegetation communities where the information supportmg our understanding of natural fire
regimes doesn’t inciude all the relevant site characteristics that drive fire. Overall, it is difficult to
conclude that thie Black Fire subsiantially reduced appatent naturalness of the area fion the time.of the
evaluation;
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Figure H-69. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WSB1 — Rabb Park

2022 Black Fire Changed Circumstances Analysis

The human-caused 2022 Black Fire impacted nine areas analyzed as part of one or more alternative. This
subsection serves to describe changes to the characteristics that made each of these areas suitable for
wilderness recommendation. Fire-related changes could impact apparent naturalness if fire effects are
outside what would be expected under the fire regimes for specific vegetation communities. Fires could
also impact other features of value such as cultural sites. However, because other features of value are
not required to be present for an area to be suitable, changes to these values will not impact the area’s
suitability for recommendation.

The impacted areas include: B10-Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast, Bla-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition,
Blc-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition, B9-Aldo Leopold Addition East, B11-Aldo Leopold Addition
Southeast, W3-Aldo Leopold Addition West, W4-Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon, WB1-
Taylor Creek, and WSB1-Rabb Park. Monitoring Trends in Burn Severity data are not yet available for
the Black Fire; therefore, this analysis relies on data from Rapid Assessment of Vegetation Condition
After Wildfire data. While this analysis may reach conclusions that no substantial loss of apparent
naturalness occurred in a given area, we want to acknowledge that some undesirable post-fire watershed
effects from an exceptionally active monsoon season have occurred. Downslope and downstream values
have been negatively impacted. In no way do we intend to minimize those values or those impacts. In the
following subsections, the amount of each area by severity class is displayed and discussed in terms of the
impacts to apparent naturalness and other features of values where they are or were present.

Gila National Forest
H-131



of the Wildérness Raniger District and northeast poriion o te:SUVEF GG IKANERT LASUICL LSBT
boundary with the Aldo Leopold Wilderness, It is north of New Mexico State Highway 152 where it
passes through Gallinas Canyon and. Emery-Pass in Grant County. Altérriative 2 recommends a
27,002-acre area, alterriative 3 a 25,984-acre area, and alternative 5 a 42,878-acre drea with boundary
adjustments based on altetnative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-69.

The highly variable terrain ranges from moderate to very chatlenging with steep slopes; long fidgelines
dnd déep canyons. It'supports vegetation communities ranging from pinyon-juniper woodiands to
ponderosa pine-cak and mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation arid slope aspect. Many non-
motorized trails provide access to and through the ared including East Canyon #93, Quaking Aspen #386,
Rabb Park #747, Gallinas Canyon #129, Black Range Crest #79, Railroad Canyon #128, East Railroad '
Canyoti #130, and Hillsboro Bypass #412, The Hillsboro Peak Lookout is just northeast of the area which
is partialfy within inventoried roadless area ‘managed to preserve roadless characteristics. There is an area
between the inventoried roadless areas-and thie Aldo Leopold. Wilderness that would have been identified
as inventoried roadless area if it were not for amapping error that lias since been corrected. At thetime
the roadléss inventory was donie, the agencies datasets showed this area-as being within the-Aldo Leopold
Wilderness. Very little managemerit activity has occurred and is uniikely te occur inthe futire, mostly
due to terrain. Permiited grazing is-a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is-part of the
Mitbres/Powderhoin/Sapillo, East Canyon, Noonday, Sheppard, and Gallinas grazing aflotments. The
area has prehistoric and historical cultural si_gniﬁcance,_ including the Hillsbore siteé, which is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. These resoutces are considered other features of value. Modern land
management activity is.only noticeable in some locations, primarily closer to the highway at the area
boundaries. Theré are few improvements, and they are generaily not concentrated and do not appear
miodern, detracting very little from apparent naturalness. Outside of hunting and antler: gathering seasons,
the likelihood of encountering cther visitors is low and there are very good opportunities for solitude.
There are few limitations to the types and pursuits of primitive and unconfined recreation and: there is
good trail access to facilitate those activities. Access ig blocked-along some of the western boundary by
private lands.

Table H-67. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the WSB1 - Rahb Park:

Wilderness Characteristic . Evaluation Ranking -~ Score.
. Size if less than 5,000 acres . Not applicable — Greater than - Not.
SRR | 5000acres - _Bpplicable .
. Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics - MANAGEABLE: : Not. o
S o L * applicable -
_Apparent Nauralness WGH B
" Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are - OUTSTANDING (RECREATION) .8
; ranked, but highest score is counted) - HIGH (SOLITUDE)
| Step 5 — Other Features of Value - LOW A
'E""‘”’“’“““"“-"'--*‘--‘ﬂ='dn?"he.ﬂ-ﬂh=r=r.:*ﬂristi'r:s. o HIGH e e 15
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WSB1 — Rabib Park

Alternative o Total ~ High Severity | Moderate  Low Severity | Unchanged |
Recommended . Severity ' | orQuiside .
Acres ' ' Fire .

: . ; Perimeter

2 27,002 1% . 2% 23% . 75%

L L ST T B S G S
5 42,878 1% T 13% ,79%

There was very little moderate or high bi erity in thi ; tha i '
o s Vely 1K : gh Burn severity in this area and the impacts to wildern
characteristics ae like those described for Bla-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition,

Step Four: Recommendation
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SB1— Sawyer Peak

This area in the Black Range Mountains lies south of New Mexico State Highway 152 in the Silver City
Ranger District and includes portions of Grant and Sierra Counties. Alternative 3 recommends a
21,007-acte area, alternative 4 a23,353-acre area, and alternative 5 a 39,150-acre area. Boundaries were
adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure
H-47.

The predominantly steep and rugged terrain supports pinyon-juniper woodland and ponderosa pine or .
mixed conifer, driven by elevation and slope aspect. Parts of the area were heavily impacted by the 2013
Silver Fire. It i5-almost entirely- within inventoried roadless area; ‘managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Ver little management activity. has occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future, largely
due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the
Gallinas, Cold/Hot Springs, Berenda, and Carrizo grazing allotments. Therg is a low density of
improvements, with some providing a limited contribution 16 the historical character and cultural context
of the area. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, there is a low likelihood of encountering.

other visitors and there are excellent opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the types and
pursuit of pitmitive and unconfined recreation opportunities with some trails providing access.

Table H-45. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the SB1 - Sawyer Peak
: Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

. Size ifless than 5,000 acres : Not applicable — Greater than . Not applicable
5000 acres "

Man;gea[;;hty topmtectwudemess e MANAGEABLE Nogapp[;cab[e

. Apparent Naturalness_ - MODERATE 57

- Sofitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation | OUTSTANDING (SOLITUDE) & |
. {both are ranked, but highest scare s counted) | HIGH (RECREATION) &

i

Gila'National Farest
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Figure H-47. Recommended wilderness by alternative for SB1 — Sawyer Peak
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B14 — Aldo Leopold Addition Carbonate Creel

‘This area contiguous to the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in the east-central portion of the Black Range
Ranger District within Sierra County, New Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends a 2,819-acte area,
dltetnative 3 a 3,592-acre area, and alternative 5 a 4,546-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each
alternative based on their réspective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-46

The area’s rugged, mountainous terrain: supports pinyon-juniper woodland and ponderosa pine or mixed
conifer, driven by elevation and slope aspect. Less than half of the area is within inventoried roadless area
and managed to preserve.roadless characteristics. Parts of the area have séen mining activity in the past.
There are private property inholdings and some prospecting activity, as well as private property and

active mining adjacent to the area. However, very little managementactivity has occurred and is urlikely
in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is
part of the Kingston grazing allotment. There is mihor evidence of modern land management activity,
mostly in locations close to the outside boundary. Improvements are-few, not substantially noticeable, and.
‘ot concentrated in any location, There are some constructed earthen tanks providing livestock water and

oldroadbeds; Biit There 18 not a [ot of range fencing: The area does not $ee much visitation and there are
very good opportunities for solitude, Opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are even
betier, with lots of trail access and excellent views.

Table H-44. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B14 — Aldo Leopold Addition Carbonate Creek.

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

. Size if less than 5,000 acres - Not applicable — Greater than . Not applicable
... .5000@eres

* Manageability to protect wildemess: . MANAGEABLE * Not applicable
ApparentNaturaness HeH .5
 Solitude or Primitive or Uncanfined Recreation OUTSTANDING (RECREATION) | 8
.. {both are ranked, but highest score is caunted) | HIGH (SOLITUDE) ~— ~ ~~
Step 5 — Other Features of Value ! NON .0 -
. Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics | HIGH' 14 |

Gila National Forest.
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Bla--Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

This area is in the east-cenitral portion of the Black Range Ranger District witliin Sierra County, New
Mexico. It extends from Aldo Leopold Wilderness boundary in the west, to ‘the forest boundary it the
east. Alternative 2 recommends-a 4,724-acre area, alternative 3 recommends 517-acte. aréa, alternative 4
recommends 4,03 1-acre area, and alternative 5a 5 ;741-acre area. Boundaries were:adjusted for each
alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-37.

The terrain‘is moderately o very steep, complex and Tugged. Vegetation communities include a mix
pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending, on elevation and
slope aspect. The excellent scenery and habitat for the federally listed Chiricahua leopard frog in Seco
Creek are considered other features of valie. '

The areais almost entirely within an inventoried roadiéss area and js managed to-preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little managerhenit activity has occurred and is not likely to occur in the future
primarily due to terrain. Permitted Hvestock graz_i_ng occurred historically but is riot.cureéntly permitted. It
lies within the Animas and Hermosa grazing allotments. There is only nminor evidence of modern land
management activity near the outside boundaries of the area. This includes a low density of
improvements, mostly concentrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some of whichi impose
limitations on apparent naturalness. Opportunitie‘s'for solitude are high outside of hunting and antler
gathering seasons as the likelikood of encountering othér visitors is low. Opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are likewise very good.

Tab_le I-_-I'-35. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B%a — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition.

Wilderness Characteristic 'f Evaluation Ranking : Score

Seeflessthan5000asres " TSUFFICIENTSIZE | Notapploable
 Manageabily to protect wildemess characteristios . MANAGEABLE Notappiicable
- Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are - HIGH (BOTH) ' 7
_ ranked, but highest score is counted) R
. ‘Step 5'— Other Features of Value -
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics. w
Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Forest Plan, Volume 3
Appendix H. Doctimenitation of the Wildeiness Process
Bia - Aldo Leopold Seco Addition _
| Alternative Total ' HighSeverity | Moderate - Low Severity . Unchariged
Recommenided - i Severity . ‘or Qutside
Acres : f _ Fire
: g : ) ! Perimeter
SZ AT« 0% se% a4
S BT % 0% 7% L T3%
e A0S 0% ee% 4%
5 ; 5741 <1%. _ 9% 52% 39%

Theré was very little-high and moderate severity in this area. The amount and distribution of these
severities are generally consistent with natural fire regimes of the affécted vegétation types and
topography. The Black Fire did not detract from apparent naturalness. Other features of value include
scepery and-Chiricahua léopard frog habitat. There are ‘tikely impacts to Chiricahua leopard frog habitat,
either from the fire or from subsequent flooding. However, the habitat remains of value even though
habitat loss or alteration may have occurred. Forest staff will continiie to work with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to implement the recovery plan and restore habitat conditions. While the scenery may
have changed in some locations, its value has not been reduced because the area and severity of burried
Iandscape is consistent with the fire regime after 2 i ghtning-caused fire. '

Ble— Aldo T.ednold Secn Addifinn
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future primarily due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing occurred historically but is not currently
permitted. It lies within the Animas grazing allotment. There is only minor evidence of modern land
management activity near the outside boundaries of the area. This includes a low density of
improvements, mostly concentrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some of which impose
limitations on apparent naturalness. Opportunities for solitude are high outside of hunting and antler

gathering seasons as the likelihood of encountering other visitors is low. Opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are likewise very good.

Table H-36. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the Bib — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
_ Size i_f_les:_s_than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE . Not applicable_
_Manageabilty to protect widemess characteristics | MANAGEABLE  Notappiicable |
Apparent Naturalness . Hew  ‘'es
L ¢ OTH) 7
_are ranked, but highest score is counted) - |
| Step 5 - Other Features of Value - Low 1
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics  HIGH 14.3
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Figure H-38. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B1b — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition
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B1b — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

This areais in the east-central portion of the Black Ran‘geRa‘nger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. It:shares boundaries with the Aldo Leopold Wildérness. Alternative 3 récotniiiends a 208-acre
area and.alternativé 5 recommends a 229-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based
on their respective criteria, For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-38.

The moderate to rugged terrain is vegetated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests, depending on elevation and slope aspect. Its excellent scenety is considered another
feature of value. A portion of this area is within‘inventoried roadless area and managed to preserve
Toadless characteristics. Very little management gctivity has occurred and i5 not likely. io occur in the

Gila National -Forés_t
H-81
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Blc—Aldo Leopold Séco Addition

This area is in the. east-central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. It is bounded by the Aldo Leopald Wilderness on three sides arid a private property inholding on
one side. Alternatives 2 .and 5 recomrend a 48-acre area, alternative 3 a 78-acre area, and alternative 4 a
40-acre atea. Boundaries were-adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed
boundary locations see Figure H-39.

The moderate to rugged terrain is vegetated by pinyon-juniper woedlands and ponderosa pine:and mixed
conifer forests, depending on elevation and slope aspect. Its excellert scetiery is.considered another
feature of value. There is no inventoried roadless area. However, very little management activity has
oceurred and is not likely to.occur in the future primarily due to terrain. Petmiittéd livestock grazing
occurred historically but is not.currently permitted. It lies within the Animas grazing allotment. There is
only minor evidence of modern larid management activity néar the outside boundaries of the area, This'
includes a low density of improvements, mostly concentrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some
of whith impose limitations on apparent naturalness, Opportunities:for solitude are hi gh outside of
hunting and-antler gathering seasons as the likeliivod of encountering other visitors is low. Opportunities
for ptimitive and unconfined recreation are likewise very good..

Table H-37. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the Bilc ~Aldo Leopold Seco. Addition
"' Wilderness Characteristic | Evaluation Ranking Score

. Size ifless than 5,000 acres ) | . SUFFICIENT SIZE | Notapplicable
Manageabillyto protect widemess characterisics _ MANAGEABLE  Notapplicable
| Solitude or Primitive or Uncanfined Regreation (both JheH@OTH) 7 :
 areranked, but highest score is.counted)
 Step 5 Other Features of Value Low 1

overailRankof{m!&emessChwaracte"st‘cs H|GH e e+ 143 s s e,

There was very Hitle high and moderate severity in this area. The amount and distribution of these.
séverities are generally consisent with natural fire regitnes of the affected vegetation types and
‘topography. The Black Fire did not detract from apparent natufalness. Other features of value inclide
scenery and Chiricahua leopard frog habitat. There are likely impacts to Chiricahua ledpard frog habitat,
-¢ither from the fire or from subsequent flooding. However, the habitat remains of value even though
habitat loss or alteration may have occurred. Forest staff will continue to work with the 1U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to implement the ‘recovery plan and restore habitat conditions. While the scenéry may.
have changed in some locations, its value has not been reduced because thé area and severity of burned
landscape is consistent with the fire regime after a lightning-caused fire.

Bie—Aldo Leopold Seeo Addition

Alternative(s) ©  Total . High Severity = Moderate
. Recommended Seveiity
Acres
3 s 8 wh e
4 40 g | 5% 53% 2%

There was no high and very little moderate sevest
characteristics are like those described for Bla-Ald

Gila Mational Forest
H-83
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Figure H-43. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B10 — Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast
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B10 - Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

Alternative Total High Severity ' Moderate = Low Severity | Unchanged
| Recommended ' Severity | or Outside
! Acres | i Fire |
: , ' f Perimeter |
L2 | e T % T wmw | s | e% |

S A a1 gy 3%
5 | 15,181 | 1% 7% 19%  73%

While most of the area experienced low severity or did not burn, there was more high and moderate
severity fire than in the three areas previously discussed. While most of the severity occurred in patterns
and vegetation types that would be consistent with natural fire regimes, a substantial amount occurred in
dry mixed conifer. Dry mixed conifer is believed to have had a predominantly frequent and low severity
fire regime. However, there is some uncertainty related to the available information to describe the natural
fire regime (see Upland Vegetation, Fire Ecology and Fuels Effects to Mixed Conifer-Frequent Fire in
volume I of the environmental impact statement). With this uncertainty, and the relatively patchy nature
of severity across the area, a conclusion that a substantial impact to apparent naturalness cannot be drawn.
That fire as an active natural process was considered another feature of value in this area supports a
conclusion that apparent naturalness remains high. However, high and moderate burn severities likely
impacted Mexican spotted ow! habitat, another feature of value. Those impacts to Mexican spotted owl
habitat would not change the overall evaluation score and the area remains highly suitable for

recommendation.




3

Final Enw‘ronmenta'! Impact Statement for the Revised Forast Plan, Volume 3.
Appendix H. Documentation of the Wildemess Process

B10— Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

Thisarea lies between the north-northeastern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness and: eastern,
forest boundary in the central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. Altemnative 2 recommends an 8,381-acre area, alternative 3 recommends a 4,076-acre area,
and alfernative 5 recommends a 15,181-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative
based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-43.

This is a rugged, mountainous area dissected by drainages. Vegetation communities range from
pinyon-juniper woodlands to ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation
and slope aspect. It contains a section of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and nost of it
lies within inventoried roadléss area, managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Tn other locations,
the area is deeply intruded by cherry stemmed roads and private property- inholdings. However, very
little management activity has occurred within thie area and is not likely in the future, mostly due to
terrain: Permitted livestock grazinig is a historic and ongoing use. The area is part of the South Fork
and Palomas grazing allotments. Other-features of value include an active fire history and protected
activity centers for the Mexican spotted owl. Theres is limited evidence of modert land management
activity, mostly along the area’s boundaries and cherry stemmed roads. There are few improvements,
but there is a nearby’ mining complex just outside the boundary. Despite some impacts from cherry
stemmed roads and private property inholdings, there are good opportunities for solitude-and
primitive or unconfined recreation.

Table H-41. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B10 -~ Alde Leopold Addition Northeast

Wilderness Characteristic i Evaluation Rankihg. : Score
. Size if less than 5,000 acres . Not applicable - Greater than - Not applicable
.. [ 5000acres A
Manageabmty to protect wﬂderness MANAGEABLE . Not.appiicable :
 characieristics | R
Apparent Naturalness - HIGH B3
* Solitude or Primitive or Uinconfined Récreation " HIGH (BOTH) 7
(both are ranked, but highest score is counted) L o
Step 5- Other Features of Va[ue cLOW 1
{ Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics : HIGH 143

Gila National Forest
H-89



WBI1 - Taylor Creek

This area is adjacent the northern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in the northcentral portion of
the Black Range Ranger District in Sierra County, New Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends a 10,012-acre
area, alternative 3 a 6,672-acre area, and alternative 5 a 26,852-acre area. Boundaries are adjusted for
alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-65.

The moderately steep to steep and rugged terrain is dissected by deep canyons and features mesa tops and
mountain peak. Vegetation communities include pinvon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and
mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect. The larger area is almost entirely

inventoried roadless area managed to preserve roadless characteristics. The exceptionally scenic character
of the canyon bluffs, geology, expansive views of the Mogollon Mountains and cultural resources that
include prehistoric rock shelters and historic mining and military sites are considered other features of
value. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Taylor Creek
grazing allotment.

There is evidence of modern land management activities included past logging and there are populations
of noxious weeds in some areas. There are very few improvements, and they are not concentrated or

substantially noticeable. Range infrastructure is limited as natural barriers serve livestock management.
Opportuniti i T e e =15 , ) s &

~ B 5 C D Y D10 D [l sANLe cil 2T d [ DdIEd 10 0O dl Cds

nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-63. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the WB1 — Taylor Creek

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

. Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable — Greater ~ Not applicable
| - — Wian 6,000 acres i
L_Manageability_ t_o_gr_c_:_te_gt wilderness characteristics MANAGIEABLE . Notapplicable |
| Apparent Naturalness MODERATE 5

Solitude o Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are  HIGH (BOTH) I'7 T
| ranked, but highest score is counted) ‘ o o o _l
- Step 5 - Other Features of Value HIGH } 3 i
 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics CHIGH 15 '

-
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WEBI1 - Taylor Cree %

Alternative = - Moderate .

There was very little- moderate or high burh severity in this ar 'a_anﬁ 1 mpacts o wilderness
characteristics are like those described for Bla=Aldo Laopold Seco Addition.

‘Gila-National Forest
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S1 — Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge

This area in the northiern part of the Silver City Ranger District in Grant County, New Mexico. It shareés a
boundary with the Gila Wilderness. Alternative 3 recommends a 930-acre area, alternative 4 a 4,856-acre
area, and alternative 5-a 46,437-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their
Tespective criteria: For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-48.

Moderately steep to steep'and rugged tetrain, including deep canyons supports pinyen-juniper woodlands.
and ponderosa pine or mixed conifer forests, driven by-elevation and slope aspect. The Gila River, Turkey
Creek; Mogollen Creek, Bear Creek and Cherry Creek all pass through the larger area. The larger area.
also contains several trails including Tadpole Ridge #232, Sycamore Canyon #234,; Goose Lake #238,
-and Dorsey Canyon #239. The entire area is within inventoried roadless.area, managed to preserve
roadless characteristics. Very litfle management activity has occurred and remains-ualikely to occur in the
future, mostly due 1o terrain, Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of
the Watson Mountain, Brock Caryon, Spar Canyon, Reading Mountain, Bear Creek, and Walnut Creek
grazing allotmients. Watsori Mountain and Brock Canyon have been closed to ‘grazing by Natioial

Efivitofimental Policy Act _decis_idns._

The proposed Turkey Creek Research Natural Area, initially proposed. iit.the 1986 plan and retained in
alternatives 2 and 5, was digitally mapped here in error. The original documentation depicts the proposed
area entirely within the existing Gila Wilderness. This documentation was used to correct the mapping.
mistake during the plan révision process. Scenic-river bluffs, canyons, and rock formations provide
habitat for bighorn sheep around the Gila River. Chery Creek is also particularly scenic and is more
accessible thari other locations in the area. The larger area also provides important habitat for Mexican
spotted owl and several other federally listed species.

Improvements are few, nof substantially noticeable or concentrated in specific locations. In some
instances; they provide a limited contribution to the historical-and cultural context of the area. Areas of
past logging and thinning are visible from Tadpole Ridge, north of the inventoried roadless area
boundary. Due to its remoteness, limited roaded access and size of the larger area, there are very good
opportunities for solitude in most places. System trails provide access to outstanding opportunities for
solitude and very good opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation,

Table H-46. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the 81 — Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge

__ Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking' ,. Score
| Size if less than 5,000 acres  Not applicable — Greater than  Not applicable "
| Manageability to protect wildemess | MANAGEABLE i Not applicable

| charagteristics =-'

AoparentNatuaness ____WGW s

. Solitude or Prifnitive or. Unconfined Recreation - ; QUTSTANDING'-(S_OL!TUDE) SR N
{both are ranked, but highest score Is counted) __ HIGH (RECREATION)  ~ =
Step 5 Other Features of Value ; HIGH ’ 3

overa” RankofW“deméss Charactensﬂcs . QUTSTAND]NG U 17 L e

Gila National Forest
H-08



Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Forest Plan, Volume 3
Appendix H. Documentation of the Wildemess Process

- . 4
Y - 0 . L
a1 e :
. E b, y ’ : [
; . ! s
; : . N ! .
- ¥ » N # 4 .
. > = {
e r o o
-.b" g .
- 2ivill >
e i 3
. e 18
{ - ¢ '
r

LT, R s e ety p e P . S

S1-MOGOLLON
TADPOLE RIDGE {ORAFT:
et — gy 4
i g gt s ’
e - ot e ”~
. ’
ol (R - F
" . ——harw Py - 'Y
S . [
.- Bz & &
b e %
1 RO [ER Tt i ‘-"’_J
o e e b vy T
R & Lt
. U b s o
e wata 1 -

F
% ’
,
:‘{‘ ¥
1HIEN 2 ) ~
Tims 130 wen l iy 1
' 0 . i
oy N =
]
Tmctrare Ty AT TU e P m v 3 y f
Gl B SPRI VV r - -

Figure H-48. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S1 — Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge
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WB?2 ~ Gila Addition East

This area encompasses parts of the Black Range and Wilderness Ranger Districts in Catron County, New
Mexico, with the Gila Wilderness forming its.western boundary. Alternative 3 recommends a 1,434-acre
area, alternative 4 a 4,443-acre area, and alternative 5 a 3,91 9-acfe'_area with boundary adjustments based
on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-66.

This moderately rogged aréa is dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect; The East Fork of the Gila flows through the
southern portion of the larger area. Prehistoric and historic sites are considéred arother feature of value, It
is almost entirely within inventoried roadless area and managed to presérve roadless characteristics. -
Permitted grazing is a historical arid ongoing.of the area, which is part of the Jordan Mesa grazing
allotment. There is very little evidence of modern Jand management activity and there are very good
opportunities for sofitude outside of hunting and antler gathiering seasons. Opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are moderate compared to other locations nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Fable-H-64-Evaluatet wildsrioss charactershics of the WB2 — Gi_la. Addition East

t

j Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Seore
| ‘Size if less than 5,000 acres - SUFFICIENT SIZE - Not 'i
: e ) 5 ... applicable. |

 Manageability to protect wildemess characteristics | MANAGEABLE . Not ;
* 3 . applicable .

. Solitude or Primitive or Uncanfined Recreatian (both are CHiGH(souTupgy 7T
fanked buthighestscoreis counted) ~~*  : MODERATE (RECREATION) |
| Stép 5 - Other Features of Value MODERATE 2

| HIGH |14

Apparent Naturalness

Gila Nationat Forest
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al
G3 - Gila Rain Creek Addition
This area is in the ¢eatral part of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County, New Mexico. It is
immediately adjacent the western boundary of the Gila Wilderness. Rain Creek and Forest Trail #1286
both pass through the area, and Sacaton Cabin is just outside the area. boundary to the northwest. A
374-acre area is recommended by alternative.3. Alternative 4 recommends 923 acres and alternative 5

recommends 1,095 acres. Boundaties were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria.
For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-28. |

This small area containg some steep, rugged areas and flat mesa:tops. Pifion-j umper woodlands and
ponderosa pine-oak forests are the dominant vegetation comtinnities. Most of the area is within
‘inventoried roadless aseas and managed to preserve roadless characteristics, Very little management
activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to terrain. However, historic vegetation
management on the flat mesa tops temains noticeable. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and
ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Rain Creek/74 Mountain grazing allotment. The density of
improvements is generally low, and they are concentrated in a few locations. The area offers moderate
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation by comparison to areas nearby and
elsewhere in the forest.

o 4%
Table H-26. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G3'~ Gila Rain Creel Addition
3. Wilderness Characteristic | Evaluation Ranking Score :
S]ZE if less than 5,000 acres : S'UFF'!CIENT SIZE | Not applicable

Manageahmty to protect waldemess chgragtenstlcs _} MANAGEABLE _Not applicable
Apparent Naturalness : MODERATE 53

| Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are MODERATE @TH 5

ranked but hlghest score is counted} o
S p 5 Other Features of Value NONE

Overali Rank of Wilderness Characterlstlcs . MODERATE o 103

Gila National Forest
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Table H-25. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G1 — Mineral Creek

_ Wilderness Characteristic i Evaluation Ranking | Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable — Greater than Not applicable ,
e 5,000 acres ]
Manageablhty to protect wlldemess MANAGEABLE Not applicable
| Sharacierintics N | -
 Apparent N?_‘!{fa"less . _ OUTSTANDING WU .. A
i Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined OUTSTANDING (Both) 10
- Recreation (both are ranked, but highest !
| Scors s counted) | — : S )
Step 5- Other Features of Value | OUTSTANDING 4
 Overall Rank of Wilderness ' OUTSTANDING ; 23.3
| Characteristics :
. iﬁ_ B e 55 I‘.-'f-‘?" ‘
‘. s - — “i' - i ‘-‘ .".."’.' .“-“‘.
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Figure H-27. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G1 — Mi.neral Creek
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- Mineral Creek
This area is ini the northwestern part of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron Counity, New
Mexico. A 16,538-acre area is recommended by alternative 2, Alternative 3 recommends 16,540 acres
and alternative 5 recommends. 16,848 actes. Boundaries were adjusted foreach alternative based ontheir
tespective criteria. For detailed bouridary locations sée Figure I—_[-Q’_?'

The terrain.is steep; complex, and rugged. Pifion- -junipet woodlands are the dominant vegetation
comimunity with patches of ponderosa pine, aspen, and mixed conifer. depending upon elevation and
aspect. Much of the area was affected by the 2012 Whitewater Baldy Complex fire. Most.of the area is
‘within inventoried roadless areas and mahaged to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little
management activity has occurred and is unlikely-in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted livestock
grazing is a historic and ongoing nse of the area, which is:part of the Copper Creek grazing allotment:
There is a lot of visible mining history, outstanding geological feaites, exceptional scenery, and
representation of a wide range of plant communities; all of which are considered other features of value.
‘This area has never been logged and evidence of mo_de:m land management is nearly non-existent.
Improvements are not substantially noticeable and do not detract from apparent naturalness or coniribute.
significantly to the historical character and cultural context of the area, Improvements include a few
‘broken down historic cabins. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of
encountering other visitors is Jow and there.are outstanding opportunities for solitude. There are few
limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation. The area also’provides
-environmental education opportunities and is used by a local charter school and the local university..

Gila National Forest.
H-63




Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Forest Plan, Volume 3
Appendix H. Documentation of the Wilderness Process

LI 2 ]

3 o1 5
L e |
e
AmEn—, s AL W P S e W
o e A

168,000 P ﬂ? ‘\,—_‘ _,: ‘E-L !'u—“m
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RG4 — North Mogollon Mountains

A 20,398-acre area is recommended by alteriiative 5. A 1 1,584-acre area is recommended by alternative
3. Approximately half of the area is iri the southwestern part of the Reserve Ranger District, the other half
is in the northwestern part of the Glenwood Ranger District with the wholg area being within Catron
County, New Mexico. It is north-northwest of the Bearwallow Mountain lookout, The Hogan, Claremond,
and Waterman c_abi_ns are all located outside the area boundaries to the southeast. The evaluation
boundary was adjusted to meet the criteria for alternative 3. For detailed boundary locations see Figure
H-26.

This steep, rugged area contains spruce-fir and mixed conifer forests, with. ponderosa pine and pinyon-
juniper at tower elevations and on warmer, drier sites. It is almost entirely within inventoried roadless
areas and is managed.to preserve roadless characteristics. Little management activity has 'o_ccu_'rred otis
likely o occur in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is-a historic and ongoing
use of the area, which is-part of the Deep Creek and Copper Creek grazing allotmients: The density of
improvements is generally low but are concentrated arid noticeable in a few locations. Outside of hunting
and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of encountering other visitors is low and there are good
opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and
unconfined recreation, which include water-based recréation along Devil’s Creek.

Table H-24. Evalusdted wilderness characteristics of the RG4 — North Mogallon Mountains

| Wilderness Characteristic : Evaluation Ranking Score.

| Size if less than 5,000 acres. ‘Not applicable — Greater than Not applicable

| Manageability fo protect wildermess  MANAGEABLE -~ Not appliicable

| Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation  HIGH (BOTH) 7
 {both are ranked, but highest score is counted) .
. Step 5— Other Features of Value - NONE 0 _
| Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics ' MODERATE/HIGH j 12

Gila National Forest
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RG2 —Devil’s Creek

A 43,383-acre area is recommeénded only by alternative 5. Approximately half of the area is in the
southweéstein part of the Reserve Ranger District, the other halfis in the northwesteri pirt of the
Glenwood Ranger District with ttie whole area being within Catron County, New Mexico. It is. west of
US 180, west-northwest of Cosmic Campground and generally southeast of the town of Reserve. The:

evaluation houndary was. adjusted to meet the criteria for alternative 5. For detailed boundary locations
see Figure H-25.

This is a large area of steep, rugged and complex terrain and deeply incised canyons draining into the San
Francisco River: It offers scenic views of the river corridor and lies immediately adjacent to the Cosmic
Campground International Dark Sky Sanctuary. It is the first International Dark Sky Sanctuary on
National Forest Systeny lands. International Dark Sky Sanctuaries ate lands possessing an exceptional or
distinguished quality of starry nights. This status wouild indicate that the Devil’s Creek area possesses.
similar dark sky characteristics. Views of the San Francisco River corridor and its tributaries, including
secluded Saliz Canyon, dark skies and a concentration.of prehistoric sites are considered other features of
value, Pll‘lOﬂ-J uniper woodlarids are the dominant vegetation community with ponderosa pine and riparian
species in carlyon bottoms,

Most of the area is inventoried roadless aréa ‘and is being managed.to preserve roadless characteristics.
Little manggentent activity has occurred-and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted
livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the-area, which is pait of ttie Leggett, Frisco Plaza,
Negrito/Yeguas, Kelly, Devil’s Park, Alma, and Deep- Creek grazing allotments. The density of
imfprovements is generdlly low but are concentrated and nottceable in a few locations. Outside of hunting’
and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of encountering other visitors is-low and there are good.
-opportunities for solitude, , especially in the southern portion. There are few limitations to the pursuit of

-various types of primitive and unconfined recreation, which include water-based recreation along the.
rivet and its tributaries:

Tab!e H-23. Eviluated wilderness characteristics of the RG2 - Devil's: Creek

Wilderriess Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres " | Not-applicable — Greater than . Not d@pplicable
el :5000acres e
Manageabilly to protect widemess characteisics _ MANAGEABLE  Notapplcable
Solitude or Prlmitlve or. Unconﬁned Recreatxon H__IGH_{BOTH) 7
(both are ranked, bui hzghest ‘score is. counted) : o -
Step 5— Other Features ofValue f 'MODERAT'E' ' - o 2 ;
.Over'all Rank of Wllderness Characterlstics - MODERATEIHIGH - S 13 -

Gila National Forest
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QR1 - Upper Frisco Box

A 36,691-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. It is in the south-central region of the Quemado
Ranger District and crosses boundaries into the north-central portion of the Reserve Ranger District,
within Catron County, New Mexico. The town of Reserve is located 4 few miles to the sontheast. It is
situated between US Hwy 180 to the west and southwest, and New Mexico State Hwy 12, although
neither is close. to the boundary at any point. The evaluation bourdary was adjusted to meet the criteria
for alternative 5. For detailed boundary-locations see Figure H-15.

This moderately large area contains the Upper Frisco Box, a unique, spectacularly scenic; and physically
challenging slot canyon along the San Francisco River. The Upper Frisco Box and the scenic character of
the area-are considered other features of valie. Terrain is variable throughout the area, with some rolling
relief, mesa tops, steep slopes and large, deeply incised canyons. Piflon-juniper woodlands dominate the:
area, with ponderosa pine and mixed conifer in pockets at the higher elevations. oh the north-facing
slopes. There is an extensive system of trails providing access throughout the area, including through the
Upper Frisco Box.

The area is mostly within inventoried roadless area and managed 1o preserve roadless characteristics.
Little management activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly duie to terrain. Permitted
livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, whick is part of the Centerfire; Cr_oss_V,
Laney, and Black Bob grazing allotments. Outside of hunting and antler.gathering seasons, the Tikelihood
of encountering dther visitors is extremely low and there are very good opportunities for solitude. There
are few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfinéd recreation.

Tabie H-13. Evaluated wildemes_s characteristics of the QR1 = Upper Frisco Box
; ‘Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking : Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable — Greaterthan 5.000 ‘Not applicable
: acres ;

- Manageabilty to protect widerriess K e
characte[_i_gy'_cs___

. Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation | HIGH.(BOTH) 7
. (both are ranked, but highest score s counted)
. Step §— Other Features of Value - HIGH

 Overall Rank of Wilderriess Characteristics  HIGH

Gila-National Forest
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RG1 — Aspén Mountain

This-area is in the northwestern portion of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County, New
Mexico. It is near the designated Blue Range Wilderness, separated by an open forest system road. A
19,053-acre area is recommended by alternative 2. Alternativé 5 recornmends. 21,895 acres. Boundaries

“were adjusted for each alternativeé based on their respgective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see
Figure H-24.

Most of the terrain is steep and rugged, providing several high-quality scenic views, Near Pueblo Park
Campground at the south-central boundary, the terrain is gentler. Dramatic views into the Blue Range
Wilderness and within RG1-Aspen Mounitain itself, and a concentration of prehistoric cultural sites near
Pyeblo Park are considered other features.of value. Vegetation cornmunities include ponderosa pine and
mixed conifer forests, transitioning to pinyon-juniper woodlands at the lower elevations and seutherly
facing-slopes.

‘This area is almost entirely within.inventoried roadless area and is managed to. preserve roadless
characteristics. Little: nanagement- activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly dug to
terrain. Permitted livestock grazing isa historic and ongoifig use of the area, which is part of the Luna and
Leggett grazing allotments. Relative to the size of the area, there are few! tmprovements which are largely
range:infrastructure. Qutside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of encountéring othér
‘visitots is low. and there-are good opportunities for solitude, especially in the western portion, There are
few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive-and uncenfined recreation,

Tahle H-22. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the- RG1 — Aspen Mountain

_ Wilderness Characteristic. Evaluation Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applluble .Greater than 5,000 Not-applicable

. Manageability to protect wilderness’ MANAGEABLE . Not applicable

charactenstlcs o _ L

E_ﬁApparant Naturalness ) HIGH _ 7

Solitude or Prtmltl\re or Unconfned Recreatlon H!GH (Both) 7

. (both are ranked, but highest score is counted) : e .

- MODERATE 2 :
derness Charac e_ri_stics OUTSTANDING 16 '

Gila National Forest
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QG1 —Nolan North

This drea is in the southwestern region of the Quemado Ranger District within Catron County, New
Mexico. It is near the Blue Riverat the edge of the Mogollon Rim. A 6,717-acre area is recommended by
alternativé 2. A 7,686-acre ared is recommended by alternative 3. A 7,609-acre area is recommended by
alternative 5. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed
boundary locations see Figure H-13.

This.crescent-shaped area is dominated by steep, rugged terrain with deeply incised canyons. Ponderosa
pine-oak forests dominate, but there are sinaller areas of mixed ¢onifer and at lower elevations pinyon-
juniper-woodlands. Grassy meadows are scattered throughout the area; including some drainage bottoms.
There are several perennial streams with high quality riparian areas. Some of these streamis contain
dramatic waterfalls during petiods of higher watér. The area’s scenic character, including dramatic
terrain, waterfalls and quality riparian areas are considered other features of value.

This-area is almost entlrely within inventoried roadless area and cuirently managed to preserve roadless

characteristics QU T-NGIaf NG 1§ part o & larger mventoried roadless area that crosses staie and
national forest boundaries. Acrossthe state line on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, the
inventoried roadless area is overlapped by a sllghtly larger area found suitable for wilderness designation,
but not recommended, during their plan revision process which was completed in 2015,

Little management activity has occurred and is-uritikely in the future,  mostly due to terrain. However,
there is some evidence of past logging and other vegetation management activities. Permitted livestock.
grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna grazing allotment. This is a
very remote and rarely visited area for most of the year. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons,
the likelihood of encounteting other visitors is extremely low and there are very good opportunities for
solitude. There are few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and uncenfined recreation.

Table H-11. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the QG1 — Nolan North'

;_ Wilderness Characteristic ‘Evaluation Ranking Score

Slze if less than 5,000 acres- " Not applicable ~ Greater than Not applicable o
. 5,000 acres e
anageablilty to protect wﬂderness charactertstrcs MANAGEABLE R Not applicable

. Apparent Naturalness ' MODERATE o s7

. Solitudeé or Prlmltwe or Unconi' ned Recreatlon o OUTSTANDING {Sol |tude) I R
{ (both are ranked but h|ghest score |s counted} : HIGH_ {Primitive Re_crea_tlon) e
_Step 5 Other Features = Value . LOW - 1 |
Overall Rank of Wilderness Charactenstms HIGH ) S 157

Gila National Forest
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Q11 — Mother Hubbard.

A 5,689-acre area is recommended 'oniy-by alternative 5. It is in the in the southwestern region of the _
Quemado Ranger District, within Catron County, New Mexico. 1t is near the Blue River at the edge.of the
Mogollon Rim. The'western boundary abuts the state line with Arizona and lands managed by the
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests. The evaluation boundatry was adjusted to meet the criteria for
Alternative 5, For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-12; '

This area consists of mostly steep and rugged terrain, including deeply incised canyons. Ponderosa pine-
oak forests dominate, but there are smaller areas of mixed conifér and at lower elevations pinyon-juniper
woodlands, Grassy meadows are scattered throughout the area, including some drainage bottoms: There
are several perennial streams with high quality riparian areas. Some of these streams-contain dramatic
‘waterfalls during periods of higher water. The érea’s scenic character, including dramatic terrain,
waterfalls and quality riparian areas are considered other features of value,

Mother Hubbard is separated on its southern boundary from QG1-Nolan North by a motorized trail that

e f0 @ Wi the-bottom-of the- Bry-Blue Rt ; Hub _
roadless area that crosses state and national forest boundaries. Across the state line on the Apache-
-Sitgreaves National Forests, the ‘inventoried roadless area is overlapped by a slightly larger area found
suitable for wilderness designation, but not recommended, during their plan revision process which was
completed in 2013. ' '

' artof 7 largerinventoried

Being within an inventoried roadless area, Q11-Mother-Hubbard is managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little tnanagement activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to
terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is-a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna
grazing allotment. For the size of the area, there: is relatively little range irifrastructure aside from a fence
in the northeast portion.

This is a very remote and rarely visited area for most of the year: Outside of hunting and antler gathering
‘scasons, the likelihood of encountering other visitors is extremely low and there are very good
opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the pursuit-of various types of primitive and
unconfined recreation.

Table H-10. Evaluated wildermness characteristics of the Q11 —Mother Hubbard

_ Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score:

- Size if less than 5,000 acres- | Notapplicable — Greater than Not applicable.
e .. . 5000@cres e
- Manageability to protect wildemess . MANAGEABLE Not applicable
- Characteristics » - -- T S
_Apparent Naturalness ) _MODERATE . S
 Salitude or Primitive or Uncontined Recreation .. . QUTSTANDING (SOLITUDE) . -~ - . 8. +
. (both are-ranked, but highest score is counted) . HIGH (RECREATION) !
| Step 5 Other Features of Value S Low : ; 1

. Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics. | HIGH 15.7

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-12. Recommended wilderness by alternative for Q11 — Mother Hubbard
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Figure H-2. Gila National Forest — Step 2: Evaluation

Table H-2 displays the results from the evaluation step.
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Q11 ~Mother Hubbard

A 5,689-acre area is recommended only by alternative S. It is in the in the southwestern region of the-
Quemado Rariger District, within Catron County, New Mexico, 1t is.near the Blue River at the edge of the
Mogollon Rim. The western boundary abrits the state line with Arizona and lands managed by the
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests. The evaluation boundary was adjusted to meet the criteria for
Alternative 5: For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-12. '

This area consists of mostly steep and rugged terrain, including deeply incised canyons. Ponderosa pine-
oak forests dominate, butthere are smaller areas of mixed conifer andat lower elevations pinyon-juniper
woodlands. Grassy meadows are scattered thrgughout the-area, including some drainage bottoms. Thefe”
are several perennial streams with high quality tiparian areas. Some of these streanis contain dramatic
waterfalls during periods of higher water. The area’s scénjc character, including dramatic terrain,
waterfalls and quality riparian areas are considered other features of value,

Mother Hubbard is separated on its southern boundary from QG1-Nolan North by a motorized trail that

follows-the-buttonrof tie Dry BIueRiver draifiage. Mother Hubbard 15 part.of a larger inventoried
roadless area that crosses. state and national forest boundaries, Across the state. line on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests, the inventoried roadless drea is overlapped by a slightly larger-area found
suitable for wilderness designation, but niot recommended, during their plan revision process which was
completed in 2015,

Being within an inventoried roadless area, Q11-Mother Hubbatd is managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little- management activity has dccurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to
terrain, Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna
grazing allotment. For the-size of the area, there is relatively little range infrastructuré aside from a fence
iti the northeéast portion.

This is a very remote and rarely visited area for most of the year. Qutside of hunting and antler gathering
seasons, the likelihood of encountering other visitors is extremely low and there are very good
opportunities for solitude. There are ='féw"li_rnit_a_tio'ns to the pursuit of various types of primitive and
unconfined recreation,

Table H-10. Evaluated wildérness characteristics of the Q11 — Mother Hubbard

Wilderness Characteristic ;E Evaluations Ranking Score
 Size if less than 5,000 acres | Not applicable — Greater than | Not applicable
e 50004acres S S
Manageability to protect wilderness i MANAGEABLE - Not applicable: ]
- Characteristics R . Ll N S
Apparent Natwraloess  MODERATE N S
. Solifude or'F'_rih&itive.or.Unconﬁn_ed-Rel;reation---E-QUT—__S‘I’-AND!NG'(S_OL]TUDE)"“ I *

. {both are ranked, but highest score is counted) ' HIGH (RECREATION) ? .
Step 5 — Other Features of Value CLOW : : 1 !
! Overall Rank of Wildernags Characteristics HIGH 15.7

Gila National Forest
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QG1 — Nolan North

This area is in the southwestern regiofi of the Quemado Ranger District within. Catron County, New
Mexico. It is near the Blue River at the edge of the Mogollon Rim. A 6,717-acre area is recommended by
alternative 2. A. 7,686-dcre area is recommended by altérnative 3. A 7,609-acre area‘is recommended by
alternative 5. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed
boundary locations see Figure H-13..

This crescent-shaped area is- dominated by steep, rugged terrain with deeply incised canyons, Ponderosa
pme -oak forests dominate, but there are smaller areas of mixed conifer and at lower elevations pinyon-
Jjuniper woodiands. Grassy meadows are Scattered thro ughout the aréa; including some drainage bottoms.
There are several pererinial streams with high quality rlpanan areas. Some of these streams contain
‘dramatic waterfalls. during periods-of higher water, The area’s scenic character, including drasatic
terrain, waterfalls and quality riparian dreas dre considered other features of valie,

This area is almost entirely within inventoried roadless-area and currently managed to preserve roadléss
mmmmmunmmmﬁémw

national forest bouridariés. Across the state line on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, the

inventoried roadless area is ovérlapped by a'slightly larger area found suitable for wilderness designation,

but not.recommended, during their plan revision process which was’ completed in2015.

‘Little management actzv:ty has occurred anid is unlikely in the futire, mostly due to-terrain. However,
there-is some evidence of past loggmg and other vegetation management activitiés. Permitted livestock
grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna grazing allotment: This is a
very remote and rarely visited area for most of the year. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasoiis,
the likelihood of encountering other visitors is extremely low and thiére are very good opportunities for
solitude. There are féw limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation.

Table H-11. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the QG1 — Ndlan North

; Wllderness Characteristic ' Evaluation Ranking Score.

Size if iess‘_-than 5,000 acres - Not applicable — Greater than. - Not applicable
N o L : 5,000°acres T B
' Manageabilty ta protect wildemess characteristics - MANAGEABLE = Notapplicable
él_l_Apparent Netoraioess RS MobERATE ~ . ” R e
@ISolltude or anltlve‘c;{' Unconf ned Recreatlon “m.-I?HOUTSTANDING (Solitude) i UQﬁv

: _HIGH (Primitive Recreation) .
;5‘.Step5 Other Features of Value LOV\F” ST T
Overall Rank ofWﬂderness Chactoristics H s 157

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-13. Recommended wilderness by alternative for QG1 — Nolan North

QG2 — Nolan South

A 4,404-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. It is in the southwestern region of the Quemado
Ranger District, within Catron County, New Mexico. It is near the Blue River at the edge of the Mogollon
Rim. The evaluation boundary was adjusted to meet the criteria for alternative 5. For detailed boundary
locations see Figure H-14.

The terrain is mostly rugged with some relatively flat, plateau areas. Ponderosa pine-oak forests
dominate, but there are smaller areas of mixed conifer and at lower elevations pinyon-juniper woodlands.
Grassy meadows are scattered throughout the area. This area is relatively small considered on its own, but
when considered within the context of RG1-Aspen Mountain, QG1-Nolan North, Q11-Mother Hubbard,
the state line circumstances described in the QG I-Nolan North and Q11-Mother Hubbard descriptions, it
could be additive to a larger, contiguous area.

QG2-Nolan South is almost entirely within inventoried roadless area and is managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to
terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna
grazing allotment. Improvements in this area are limited to range infrastructure. This is a very remote and
rarely visited area for most of the year. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of
encountering other visitors is extremely low and there are very good opportunities for solitude. There are
few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation.

Gila National Forest
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Table H-12, Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the QG2 — Nolan South

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not
T | applicable
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics MANAGEABLE Not
B o : | | . _ | applicable
_ Apparent Naturalness MODERATE 3.7
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are CUTSTANDING (SOLITUDE) 8
~ ranked, but highest score is counted) HIGH (RECREATION)
Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE 0
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE 1.7

Figure H-14. Recommended wilderness by alternative for QG2 — Nolan South
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QR1 - Upper Frisco Box

A 36,691-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. It is in the south-central region of the Quemado
Ranger District and crosses boundaries into the north-central porfion of flie Resetve Ranger District,
within Catron County, New Mexico. The town of Reserve is located a few miles to the southeast. It'is
situated between US Hwy 180 to the west and southwest, and New Mexico State Hwy 12, although
neither is close to the boundary at any point. The evaluation boundary was adjusted to meetthe criteria
for alternative 5. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-15.

This moderately large area contains the Upper Frisco Box, a unique, spectacularly- scenic, and physically
challenging:slot canyon along the San Francisco River. The Upper Frisco Box and the séenic chatacter of
the area are considered other features of value. Terrain is variable throughouit the area, with some rolhng
relief, mesa tops, steep slopes and large, deeply incised canyons. Pifion-juniper woodlands dominate the
area, with ponderosa pine and mixed conifer in'pockets at the higher elévations o the siorth-facing
slopes. There is an extensive system of trails providing access. throughout the area, including through the
Upper Frisco Box:

The areais mostly within inventoried roadless area and managed to preserve: roadiess characteristics.
Little management- activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to terrain. Pérmitted
livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Centerfire, Cross V,
Laney, and Black Bob gra?mg allotments: Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood
of encountering other visitors.is extiemely low and there are very goocl opportunities for solitude. There
are few limitations to.the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation.

Table H-13. Evaluated wildeiness characteristics of the QR1 — Upper Frisco Box

: Wilderness Characteristic- _' Evaluation Ranking . Score

| Size if less than 5,000 acres . Not appiicable — Greater than 5,008 Not applicable

E .................................. . ..__.._._..........."._.......,.,.:.....acres et s et m i eem e et m e ...._,...,._:. wram et aee meem e P, s
Manageability to protect wildemess : MANAGEABLE _ Not applicable

; Characterisfics - ! ) o :

: Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation’ - HIGH {BOTH} 7 '
(both are. ranked but hlghest score is counted) : o - s
Step 5 — Other Features of Value HIGH 3
Overall Rank of W|Iderness Charactenstms : HIGH 14.7

Gila Nationai Farest
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Figure H-20. Recommended wilderness by alternative for R9 — Wagon Tongue

R10a — Gila Addition North Reserve

This is a small area adjacent to Aeroplane Mesa Campground at the Gila Wilderness boundary in the
southern portion of the Reserve Ranger District within Catron County, New Mexico. A 536-acre area is
recommended by alternatives 3 and 5. Boundariés. were adjusted for eaclvalfernative based on their
respective criteria. For detailed beundary locations see Figure H-21.

The entire area is within inventoried roadless areas and is managed 1o preserve roadless characteristios.
Little:managemenit activity has.occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future. Permitted livestock grazing
is a Historic and origoing. use of the area, which is part of the T-Bar grazing allotment. Modern land
management actmty is. only nouceable in smne ]ocatlon'-‘, partlcularly near the. forest 10ads along the

: recreation.

Gila- National Forest
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Table H-19. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the R10a — Gila Addition North Reserve

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking . Score
Si_ze if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not applicabie
| Manageébilit); to protect wilderness characteristics ‘ MANAGEABLE ‘ Not applicable
Apparent Naturalness MODERATE R 4
 Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both ~ MODERATE(BOTH) ’ 5
- are ranked, but highest score is counted)
' Step 5 — Other Features of Value " NONE ' 0
 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics . MODERATE ]

i “\3&-,.- .e::tff:"

4
'i o e ey,
§

T
/* TITI: N AR AN s h, \‘
— s
- II ' T 11 1
o At H < \
-
: .
e
O f N
<A HN
> ﬂ'." Ra . i\
.
A --‘J i \“
4 N
- ‘.
'™
1]
o
Wy A
= L by
B ol ™ ik sl < B e 3 M e AR Y
Pty Pl { | #15e9nA a03moN NoR™ masemve maasT)
3 __sus i 31 e v st
% e Al tw
Wi e --.-'---- -
L L b L T L L —" P a.m:;-'“
om0 ey .v."‘.“' W eae e

T AT ey gy S B o e e

Figure H-21. Recommended wilderness by alternative for R10a — Gila Addition North Reserve
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R10b — Gila Addition North Reserve

This moderately steep area is south of Snow Lake and adjacent the Gila Wilderness boundary in the
southern portion of the Reserve Ranger District within Catron County, New Mexico. Snow Lake is a
reservoir at the headwaters of the Middle Fork Gila River. A 657-acre area is recommended by
alternatives 3 and 5. Alternative 4 recommends 207 acres. Boundaries were adjusted for each
alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-22.

This area is entirely within inventoried roadless area and is managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future,
mostly due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is
part of the T-Bar grazing allotment. Modern land management activity is only noticeable in some
locations, particularly near the forest roads along the northern boundary. This limits opportunities for
solitude as compared to the adjacent designated wilderness. There are few limitations to the pursuit
of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation.

Table H-20. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the R10b — Gila Addition North Reserve

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

Siz_e |f less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE | Not applicable
Manageability to protect wildemess characteristics " MANAGEABLE " Not applicable
Apparent Naturalness MODERATE 4
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are MODERATE(BOTH) 5
ranked, but highest score is counted) _
Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE

 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics ' MODERATE | 9
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Figure H-22. Recommended wilderness by alternative for R10b — Gila Addition North Reserve
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RG1 — Aspen Mountain

This area is in the. northwestern portion of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County, New
Mexico. It is'near the designated Blue Range Wilderness, separated by an open forest system road. A
19,0533-acre area is re_corn'rn_e_nded by alternative 2. Alternative 5 recommends 21,895 acres, Boundaries
were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see
Figure H-24.

‘Most of the terrain is steep and.rugged, providing severa) high-quality scenic views. Near Pueblo Park
Campground at the south-central boundary, the terrain is gentler. Dramiatic views into the Blue Range
Wilderness and within RG1-Aspen Mountain itsetf, and a concentration of prehistoric cultural sites near-
Pueblo Park are considered other features of value. Vegetation communities include pondéerosa pine and
‘mixed conifer forests, transitioning to pinyon-juniper woodlands at the lower elevations and southerly
facing-slopes.

This area is almost entirely within inventoried roadless area and is managed to preserve roadless:

chardcteristies—-ittle-management activity hasoccurred and s unlikely in the future, mostly due to

terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Luna and
Leggett grazing allotmeénts. Relative to the size of the area, there are few improvements which are largely
range infrastructuré. Qutside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of encountering other
visitors is low and there are good opportunities for solitude, especially in the western portion. There are
few limitations to the pursuit 6f various types of primitive and unconfined recreation.

Table H-22. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the RG1 < Aspen Mountain

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking ‘Store
| 8ize ifless than 5,000 acres . Not applicable — Greater than 5,000 ¢ Not applicable

3

i
H

- Manageability to protect wilderness
i characteristics

MANAGEABLE. . Not apglicable

.;‘,w et e
T.

| Sofitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation | HIGH (Both)
: (both are ranked, but highest score is counted)

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-24. Recommended wilderness by alternative for RG1 — Aspen Mountain
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RG2 —Devil’s Creek

A 43,385-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. Approximately half of the area is‘in the
southwestern part of the Reserve Rariger District, the other half is in the northwestern. part of the
Glenwood Ranger District with the whole area bemﬂr within Catron County, New Mexico. Tt is - west of
US 180, west=northwest of Cosmic Campground and generally southeast of the towii’of Reserve. The
evaluation boundary was adjustéd to meet the criteria for alternative 5. For detailed boundary locations-
see Figure H-25.

This'is 4 large area of steep, rugged and complex terrain and deeply incised canyons draining into the San
Francisco River. It offers scenic-views of the river corridor.and lies immediately. adjacent to the Cosmic . .
Campgmund Internatlonal Dark Sky-Sanctuary. It i$ the first International Dark Sky Sanctuary on
National Forest: System lands. International Dark Sky Sarictuaries are lands possessing an exceptional or
distinguished quality of sterry nights. This status would indicate that the Devil's Creek area possesses
similar dark sky characteristics. Views of the San Francisco River corridotr-and its tributaries, including
secluded Saliz Canyon, dark skies and a concentration of prehistoric sites are considered other features of

eyt Piions JUNTPer Wooalands are the dotmirant vegetation community with penderosa pine and riparian
$pecies in carnyon bottoms.

Most of the ared is inventoried roadless area and is being managed to preserve roadless characteristics.
Little management activity has occurred and is anlikely in the future, ntostly due to terrain. Permitted
livestock grazing is a historic and onigoing uise of the aiea, which is part of the Leggett, Frisco Plaza,
Negrito/Yeguas, Keily, Devil’s Park, Alma, and Deep Creek grazing allotments. The densﬁy of
improvements is generally low but are-concentrated and noticeable in a few locations. Outside of hunting
and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of encountefing other visitors is'low and there are good
:opportunities for solitude; especially in the southern pomon There are few limitations to the pursuit of
various types of primitive and unconfined recreation, which include water-based recreation along the
river and its tributaries.

Table H-23. Evaluated wildemness characteristics of the RG2 — DeviP’s Creek

: Wilderness Characteristic ‘Evaluation- Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres . Not-applicable ~ Greater than Not applicable

| 5,000 acres N B TR
é'_Manageablllty to protect wllderness charactenst:cs "MANAGEABLE Not a'bbl'ft“:able
?-.Sohtude N annwe - Unconﬁned Recreatmn HIGH (BOTH) B e e
(both are ranked but highesf score is countedy ;

'Step 5- Other Features f Value MODERATE ; :
Ovarail Rank ofW:Idefﬁess Character:stlcs MODERATE Gy 13 o

Gila National Forest’
H-60



Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Forest Plan, Volume 3
Appendix H. Documentation of the Wilderness Process

# 1112300
¥ 1w 177 mies
LAY "

Lastirate o WAL T LM Lone VO e e Vesater
eated On ARTIYE W A Py

Tre 1 T o A Ty e STV i e
e
-~ =3
JREFT o
- i ¢
-
wed i #
g n
o 'ﬁ*‘h‘;" 4y v ;)

3 el
7 --”-_ _..he

& pnitalon Lol
4 Iy—
Gila Forest R ded Wilderness
RG2-DEVILS CREEK (DRAFT)
Em—wnn 5 —gha iy
—ripeed Ruad Baoni
Tetind — e foad Ginaes
L araeen Mead The
Bz Lorept o B2t
e A A, < Wt ity
e gt M T S (g0
Ashpl | pe T famiy Aandey
T Gt b
LG Fowd Sardce
I wete e
nm=

Figure H-25. Recommended wilderness by alternative for RG2 — Devil’s Creek
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RG4 — North Mogollon Mountains

A 20,398-acre area is recomimended by alternative 5. A 11,584-acre area is recommended by alternative
3. Approximately half of the area is in the southwéstern part of the Reserve Ranger District, the other half
is in the northwestern part of the Glenwood Ranger District with the whole area being within Catron-
County, New Mexico. It is north-northwest of the Bearwallow Mountain lookout. The Hogan, Claremont,
and Waterman cabi'ns‘ are dll located outside the 'alea bbu‘ndaries to the southeast. The evai uation

H-26.

This steep, rugged area contains spruce-fir and:mixed conifer forests, with ponderosa pine and pinyon-.. .
juniper at tower elevatiotis and on waimet, drier sites. [t s almost entirely within inventoried roadless
areds and s managecl to preserve foadless characteristics. Little management activity has occurred or is
likely to occur in the fiture, mostly due to. terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a hlstorlc and ongoing
use of the area, which is part of the Deep Creek and Copper Creek grazing allotments. The density of
improvements is- genera} ly low but are concentrated and noticeable in a few locations. Outside of hunting

and-antler gathering seasons, the Tikelihood of encountering other visitors is low and there are good
opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and
unconfined recreation, which inelude water-based recreation along Devil’s Creék.

Tab[e H-24, Evaluated wilderness charactenstms of the RG4 - North Mogo[lon Mountams

; Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation’ Ranklng Score

. Size if less than 5,000 acres - Notapplicable ~Greaterthan  © Not applicable
. Manageability to protect wilderness- '; MANAGEABLE . Not applicable
 characteristics :

Appa{em Na{uramess MODERATE

.Solttude or Prrrnatwe or Unconf ned Recreahon : HIGH (BOTH) 7
{both are ranked but hlghest score |s counted) :

; ~ Other Featirres of Value O NONE _ :
| Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics | MODERATEMIGH 12

Gila National Forast
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Figure H-26. Recommended wilderness by alternative for RG4 — North Mogollon Mountains

G1 — Mineral Creek

This area is in the northwestern part of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County, New
Mexico. A 16,538-acre area is recommended by alternative 2. Alternative 3 recommends 16,540 acres
and alternative 5 recommends 16,848 acres. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their
respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-27

The terrain is steep, complex, and rugged. Pifion-juniper woodlands are the dominant vegetation
community with patches of ponderosa pine, aspen, and mixed conifer depending upon elevation and
aspect. Much of the area was affected by the 2012 Whitewater Baldy Complex fire. Most of the area is
within inventoried roadless areas and managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little
management activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted livestock
grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Copper Creek grazing allotment.
There is a lot of visible mining history, outstanding geological features, exceptional scenery, and
representation of a wide range of plant communities, all of which are considered other features of value.
This area has never been logged and evidence of modern land management is nearly non-existent.
Improvements are not substantially noticeable and do not detract from apparent naturalness or contribute
significantly to the historical character and cultural context of the area. Improvements include a few
broken down historic cabins. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of
encountering other visitors is low and there are outstanding opportunities for solitude. There are few
limitations to the pursuit of various types of primitive and unconfined recreation. The area also provides
environmental education opportunities and is used by a local charter school and the local university.
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Table H-25. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G1 — Mineral Creek

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable — Greater than Not applicable
T - _5.000acres — L
Manageability to protect wilderness MANAGEABLE Not applicable
_ _c_:p_aracteristic_s__ - _ o -
Apparent Naturalness OUTSTANDING 9.3
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined OUTSTANDING (Both) 10
Recreation (both are ranked, but highest
. score is counted) p— e =1 —
Step 5 — Other Features of Value OUTSTANDING ' 4
Overall Rank of Wilderness OUTSTANDING 23.3

Characteristics

OV MINERAL CREES (DRAF )

B — el
o ]

Figure H-27. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G1 — Mineral Creek
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Gsa-—' Gila Rain Creek Addition

This area is in the central part of the Glenwood Ranger District-within Catron County, New Mexico. [t is
immediately adjacent the western boundary of the Gila Wilderness. Rain Creek and Forest Trail #186
both pass thirough the area, and Sacaton Cabin is just outside the:area boundary to the northwest. A
374-acre area is recommended by altemative 3. Alternative-4 recommends 923 acres-and alternative 5
recommends 1,095 acres. Boundaries. were adjuste_d'fbr each alterriative based oi their respective criteria.
For détailed boundary locations see Figure H-28.

This'small aréa contains some steep, rugged areas and flat mesa tops. Pifion-juniper woodlands and
ponderosa pine-oak forests are the dominant vegetation communities. Most of the area is within
inventoried roadless areas and managed to preserve roadless characterlstlcs Very little management
activity has occurred and is unlikely in the future, mostly due to ferrain. However, historic vegetation:
mahagemerit on the flat mesa tops remains noticeable. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic.and
ongoing use of the area, which is patt of the Rain Creek/74 Mountain grazing allotment, The density of
improvements is generally low, and they are. concentrated in a few locations. The area offérs moderate
opperiunities for solitude and primifive and unconfined recreation by comparison to areas nearby and
elsewhere in the forest.

.
Table H-26. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G3d—’_Gila Raifi Creek Addition

Wilderness Characteristic . Evaluation Ranking Score :
‘Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE " Not applicable
é‘.Manageablllty to protect wﬂdemess characterrstlcs MANAGEABLE “ Notappllgable .

_Apparent Natura!ness : MODERATE 53

‘Splitude or Primitive or Unconﬁned Recreatlon (both are . "MODERATE (BOTH) o 5
_Iranked but hlghest score-is counted} :

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-28. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G3 — Gila Rain Creek Addition
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G9 — Blue Range SE Addition

A 2,856-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. 1t is in the western part of the Glenwoed Ranger
District within Catron.County, New Mexico. [t is adjacent the Blue Rarige Wildethess and near the state
line with Arizona, The evaluation bouiidary was adjusted to meet the ctiteriafor alternative 5. For
detailed boundary locations see Figure H-33.

This small area consists of moderate fo steep terrain, deminated by grasslands.and pinyon-j uniper
woodlands. Part of it is within inventoried roadless area and managed to preserve roadless characteristics.
Permitted livestock: grazing is a historic aiid ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Pueblo Creek,
Whiterocks, and Alma grazing allotments. Evidence of modern land management activities-is limited and
there are few improvements that are concentrated in some locations: There are moderate opportunities for-
solitude and primitive and unconfineéd recreation as compared with nearby areas andareas elsewhezre in
the forest.

Table H-31. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G9 - Blue Range SE Addition area

: Wildetness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score :
- Size if less than 5,000 acres . SUFFICIENT SIZE . Not applicabe
'Maﬁlaué éwablllty " proiect e Not "appllcab!e e
_characlenstlcs _ _ f :

Appa;ent vNaturaIness e e e e '--""“-"'-"MODERATE - .

' Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation -~ MODERATE (SOLITUDE) . 3

. {both are ranked but hlghest scare Is counted) : LOW (RECREATION) 5

é’“Step 5 - Other Features of Value MwaONE _.
i.Overall Rani of Wildornaes Characieristios. MODERATE e e s 6

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-33. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G9 — Blue Range SE Addition
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G10 — Blue Range SW Addition

A 3,709-acre area is recommended only by alternative 5. It is in the western part of the Glenwood Ranger
District within Catron County, New Mexico. It is adjacent the Blue Range Wilderness and near the state
line with Arizona. The evaluation boundary was adjusted to meet the criteria for alternative 5. For

detailed boundary locations see Figure H-34.

This is a small area dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and steep and moderately complex terrain.
There are no inventoried roadless areas. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the
area, which is part of the Whiterocks and Alma grazing allotments. Evidence of modern land management
activities is limited and there are few improvements that are concentrated in some locations. Outside of
hunting or antler gathering seasons the likelihood of encountering other visitors during is fairly low,
providing moderate opportunities for solitude compared to nearby areas and areas elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-32. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G10 — Blue Range SW Addition

Wilderness Characteristic

Evaluation Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE - Not applicable
Manageability to protect wilderness MANAGEABLE " Not applicable
characteristics |
_ Apparent Naturalness _ _ . MODERATE : 4 -
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation MODERATE (SOLITUDE) 4
(both are ranked, but highest score is counted) LOW (RECREATION)
Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE
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Figure H-34. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G10 — Blue Range SW Addition
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G11 - Gila Dry Creeks Addition

This-area is in the central portion of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County. The: Gila
Wilderness forms thie northern and eastern-boundaries. Alternative 3 recommends a 1,973-acre area.
alternative 4 recommends a 373-dcte. aréa, and altgrnative 3 recomitiends a 2.827-acré area. Boundaries:

were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see
Figure H-35.

The steep terrain is dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands, grasslands, and ponderosa pine-oak, often
depending upon elevation and slope aspect. Dry Creek, Little Dry Creek, and the Little Dry Trail # 180
pass:through the arga. The area.is entirely within inventotied roadless.area and is managed 16 preserve . - .
roadless charactetistics. Very little management activity has occurred.or is likely to occur in the future
due to terrain. Permittéd livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which. is part of the
Dry Creek grazing aliotment, Existing improvements ar¢ predominantly range infrastructure and the
degree to which they detract frotn apparent riaturalness is modérate tompared to the adjacent wildertiess
and other areas within the forest. Qutside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, the likelihood of

encountering other visitors 1§ Exceptionally Tow. There are exceptional opportunities for solitude and few
limitations o the pursuit or types of primitive and uriconfined recreation.

Table H-33. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G11 —Gila Dry Creeks Addition
: Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable —Greater than 5,000 | Not applicable
; acres

;E_“Manageablllty to protectwﬂderness B

;ﬁnsohtude - an]twe G Recreauon H]GH (BoTH) e PR

| {both are ranked, but highest score s counted)

| Step 5 Other Features of Value ' NONE .0
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characterlstlcs - MODERATE - 10.3

Gita National forest
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Figure H-35. Recommended wilderness by alternative for G11 — Gila Dry Creeks Addition

G12 - Gila Whitewater Addition

This area is in the central portion of the Glenwood Ranger District within Catron County. The Gila
Wilderness forms the southern boundary. The Bursum Road roughly defines the northern boundary.
Alternative 2 recommends a 1,960-acre area. Alternative 3 recommends a 3,116-acre area, and alternative
5 recommends a 2,223-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective
criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-36.

The terrain is very steep and challenging. It is entirely within inventoried roadless area and managed to
preserve roadless characteristics. In alternatives 2, 3, and 5, this area creates continuity between the Gila
Wilderness and the G1-Mineral Creek recommended area. Very little management activity has occurred
in the area and is unlikely to occur in the future, mostly due to the terrain. Grazing in not currently
permitted. Modern land management activity is only noticeable in some locations closest to the Bursum
Road. There are few improvements that provide a limited contribution to the historical and cultural
character and context of the area. Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons the likelihood of
encountering other visitors is very low. There are excellent opportunities for solitude and few limitations
on the pursuit and types of primitive and unconfined recreation. There is access to many trails providing
such opportunities.

Gila National Forest
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Table H-34. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the G12 — Gila Whitewater Addition

Wilderness Characteristic ~ Evaluation Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres ' SUFFICIENT SIZE ~ Not applicable
 Manageability to protect wildemess characteristics  MANAGEABLE ~ Notapplicable
| Abpaf;ht_ﬁa{ﬁrél_ness ‘ HIGH | 6.7 !

Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are  HIGH (BOTH) 7 |

ranked, but highest score is counted)

Step 5 — Other Features of Value - NONE 0
 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics - MODERATE/HIGH 137
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Bla — Aldo Léopold Seco Addition

This area is in the east-central portion of the Black Ranige Ranger District w.ithin_'S'i'err_a-Coan'ty, New
Mexito. It extends from Aldo Leopold Wilderness boundary in the west, to the forest boundary in the
-east. Alternative 2 recommends a 4,724-acre area, alternative 3 recommends 517-acre areg, alternative 4
recomnmends 4,03 1-actre area, and alternative 5 a 5,741-acre area, Boundaries were adjusted for each.
‘alternative based on theit‘respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-37.

‘The tetrain.is moderately to very steep,.coinplex and rugged: Vegetation communities include a mix.
piflyon-juiriper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending on elevation arnd
slope aspect. The excellent scenery and habsitat for the federally isted Chiricahua leopard frog in Seco
Creek are considered other features of value.

The area is-almost entirely within an inventoried roadless area and is managed to preserve roadless
characteristics. Very little matiagement activity has occurred andis not likely to occur in the future.
primarily-due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing occurred historically but is not currently permitted. It
lies within the Animas and Hermosa grazing allotments. Thete is only minor evidence of modern land
management activity niear the outside boundaries of the area, This includes a low density of
improvements, mostly concentrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some ‘of which impose
Tlimitations on apparent naturalness. Opportunities for solitude are high outside of hunting and antler
gathering seasons as the. likelihood of encountering, other visitors is low. Qpportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are likewise very good.

Table H-35, Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the Bia — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

: Wilderriess Characteristic © Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if fess than 5,000 acres. f SUFFICIENT SIZE ' Notapplicable

' Manageability to protect wildemess characteristics  MANAGEABLE * Not applicable

,_ HIGH :

' Solitude or Primitive of Unconfined Recreation (both are  © HIGH (BOTH) 7

 ranked, but highest score is counted) 0 ST
'Step 5 Other Features: of Value LOW 1

Overall Rank of Wllderness Characterlstlcs ' HIGH ©14.3 :

Gila National Forest.
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B1b — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

This area is in the east-central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. It shares boundaries with the Aldo Leopold Wilderness. Alternative 3 recommends a 208-acre
area and alternative 5 recommends a 229-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based
on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-38.

The moderate to rugged terrain is vegetated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests, depending on elevation and slope aspect. Its excellent scenery is considered another
feature of value. A portion of this area is within inventoried roadless area and managed to preserve
roadless characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred and is not likely to occur in the

Gila National Forest
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future primarily due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing occurred historically but is not currently
permitted. It lies within the Animas grazing allotment. There is only minor evidence of modern land
management activity near the outside boundaries of the area. This includes a low density of
improvements, mostly concentrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some of which impose
limitations on apparent naturalness. Opportunities for solitude are high outside of hunting and antler
gathering seasons as the likelihood of encountering other visitors is low. Opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation are likewise very good.

Table H-36. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B1b — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

Wilderness Characteristic ~ Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not applicable !
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics - MANAGEABLE ~Not applicable
Apparent Naturalness - HIGH 6.3 :
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both " HIGH (BOTH) 7
are ranked, but highest score is counted)
Step 5 — Other Features of Value LOW 1
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics HIGH 14.3
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Figure H-38. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B1b — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition
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‘Blc — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

This.area is'in the east-central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. [t is bounded by the Aldo Leopold Wilderness on.three sides-and a private property inholding on
one side. Alternatives 2 and 5 recommend a 48-acre arez, alternative 3 a 78-acre area, and alternative 4 a
40-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed
boundary locations see Figure H-39.

The moderate to rugged terrain is vegetated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests, depending on-ejevation and slope aspect. Its excellent scenery is.considered another

feature of value, There.is no inventoried roadless area..However, very:little management-activity has. .. ... .

‘occurred and is not fikely to occur inthe future primarily due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing
occurred historically but is not currently permitted. It lies within the Animas grazing allotment. There is
only minor evidence of modern land management activity near the outside boundaries of the:area. This
includes a low density of improvements, mostly conceritrated in localized areas near the boundaries, some
of which impose limitations on apparent naturalness. Opportunities for solitude are high outside of

Thunting and antler gatherlng seasons as the likelihood of encountering other-visitors is low, Opportunities
for primitive and unconfined recreation are likewise very good.

Table H-37. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B1c — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

i Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
- Size ifless than 5,000 acres | SUFFICIENT SIZE | Notappficable
Manageablllty to protect wﬂderness characterastics ) MAI\IAGEABLE . Not appl:cable

Apparent Naturalness | HIGH

; . Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both HIGH (BOTH)
‘are ranked but hlghest score |s counted) :

Step 5 Other Features of Value _ _
Overall Rark of Wilderness Characteristics . HIGH ' 143

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-39. Recommended wilderness by alternative for Bic — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

BS — Stone Creek

An 8,383-acre area is recommended by alternative 5 only. It is located along the northeastern forest
boundary in the Black Range™\Ranger District within Catron County, New Mexico. For detailed boundary
locations see Figure H-40.

The rugged and heavily dissected texrain is dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands with ponderosa pine
in drainages. It includes a short sectioh ofthe Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. The area is
mostly within inventoried roadless aregS\managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little
management activity has occurred angd is urlikely to occur in the future, mostly due to the terrain.
Permitted livestock grazing is a histgric and dggoing use of the area, which is part of the North Wahoo
and South Wahoo grazing allotments. There is 0gly minor evidence of modern land management activity.
There are relatively few improvemients, but they concentrated in some locations. There is a low
likelihood of encountering other visitors outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, providing good
opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the types and pursuit of primitive and unconfined
recreation, although opportunities are moderate compared to areas nearby and elsewhere in the forest.
Few trails, challenging terrain and adjacent private property make it difficult to access much of the area.

Gila National Forest
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‘B9 ~ Aldo Leopold Addition East

An 11,90%-acre area is recommended by aiternative 4 only. lt.is in the central Black Range Ranger
District within Sierra County, New Mexico. Its western-boundary is the Aldo Leopold Wildetness. For
detailed boundary locations see Figure H-42.

This is a fugged, mountainous area dissected by drainages. Vegetation comm unities range from pinyon-
juniper woodlands'to ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending upon efevation and slope
aspect. Parts of the area are deeply intruded by cherrystemed roads and private-property inholdings. Tiie
Circle Seven Trail #106, Rattlesnake Trail #107, and § pud Patch Trail #111 all pass through thie area, as
well.as. Morgan and.Spud.-Patch Creeks. . - . -

Most of the area is inventoried roadless area managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little
managenierit activity has occurred or is likely to occur in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted
livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use in part of the area, which is: part.of the North Palomas and
Hermosa grazing allotments. Moderi land management activity is noticeable in'some locations where

T mwmpmvemm’s*m“cfﬂ’cl entrated and impose [imitations on apparent naturainess. HOWever, The-density ot
improvernents is low overall. There are moderate opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation as
compared to areas nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-40. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B3~ Aldo Leopold Addition East

: Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

. ‘Size if less than 5,000 acres i Not applicable — Greater than . Not applicable
e B000BCeS
. Manageability to protect wildemess MANAGEABLE *‘Not applicable

i characteristics

" MODERATE (RECREATION)
. LOW (SOLITUDE)

. one R
. Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics | LOW

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-42. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B9 — Aldo Leopold Addition East
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B10— Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

This area lies between the north-northeastern boundary of the-Alde Leopold Wilderness and eastern
forest:boundary in the central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New
Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends an 8,38 l-acre areas, alternative 3 recommends a 4,076-acre area,
and alternative 5 recommends a 15,181-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative
based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-43.

This is.a rugged, mountainous area dissected by drainages. Vegetation communities range from
pmyon Junlper woodfands to ponderosa pme and mrxed comfe] forests dependmg upon elevatlon
lies within lnventm ied roadless area, managed to preserve roadless char. acterlstlcs In other Iucatlons,
the area is deéply intruded by cherry stemmed roads and:private property inholdings. However, very
little management activity has occurred within the area and is not likely in the tfuture, mostly due to
terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic. and ongoing use. Thearea is part of the South Fork

and-Palemas-grazing-atlotiments-Other-featuresof vatue-include-amractive fire

activity centers for the:Mexican spotted owl. There is limited evidence of modern land managelnent
activity, mostly along the area’s boundaries and cherry stemmed roads. There are few improvements,
but there isa nearby mining complex just outside the boundary. Despite some impacts from cherry
stemmed roads and private property inholdings, there are good opportunities for solitude and
primitive or unconfined recreation.

Table H-41. Evaluated wilderness character:stics of the B10 ~ Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

W:Idemeas Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

Slze if less than 5000 acres ' Not appllcabie-— Greaterthan Not"-applica'ble_

Manageability to protect wildemess f MANAGEABLE ¢ Nt applicable.
charactenstlcs

. Solitude or Prlmltwe or Unconfned Recreation  : HIGH (BOTH)
- (boti are ranked, but highest score'is counted)

Step o Other e ofVaIue o
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics HIGH 143

Gilar National Forest
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Figure H-43. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B10 — Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

B11 — Aldo Leopold Addition Southeast

This area lies between the northeastern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness and eastern forest
boundary in the central portion of the Black Range Ranger District within Sierra County, New Mexico.
Alternative 2 recommends a 944-acre area, alternative 3 recommends a 943-acre area, alternative 4
recommends a 4,943-acre area, and alternative 5 recommends a 15,18 1-acre area. Boundaries were
adjusted for each alternative based on their respective criteria. For detailed boundary locations see figure
h-44.

This is a rugged, mountainous area dissected by drainages. Vegetation communities range from pinyon-
juniper woodlands to ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation and slope
aspect. It lies mostly within inventoried roadless area, managed to preserve roadless characteristics.
Long-range views from the #307 Hermosa trail and excellent scenery are considered other features of
value. Very little management activity has occurred or is likely to occur in the future, mostly due to
terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use in the area, which is part of the Kingston
grazing allotment. Evidence of modern land management activity noticeable in some locations close to
the outside boundaries. There are few improvements, but are be concentrated in some locations, limiting
apparent naturalness. Mining and reclamation activities within the area are visible from Bald Hill, but not
the trail. There is very little range fencing as natural barriers provide this functionality. This area sees
very little visitation, even during hunting and antler gathering seasons and there are very good
opportunities for solitude and primitive or unconfined recreation year-round.

Gila National Forest
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Table H-42. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B11 — Aldo Leopold Addition Southeast

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not applicable
Manageability to protect wilderness MANAGEABLE Not applicable
characteristics
A;_)pa(ent Naturalness MODERATE 5.7
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation ~ HIGH (Both) 6
(t_)_c_)t_h_ar_e ranked, but hig_hesl score is counted)
_ Step 5 — Other Features of Value Low 1
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics @ MODERATE/HIGH 12.7
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Figure H-44. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B11 — Aldo Leopold Addition Southeast
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B14 —Aldo Leopold Addition Carbonate Creek

This areéa‘contiguous to the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in the east-central portion of the Black Range:
Ranger District within Sierra County, New Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends a 2,819-acre area,
alternative 3 a’3;592-acre area, and alternafive 5-a 4,_546_.—acre_area. Boundaries were adjusted for each
alternative based o their respective ériteria. For detailed bounidary locations see Figure H-46

The-area’s rugged, mourtainous terrain supports pinyon-juniper woodland and ponderosa pine or mixed
conifer, driven by elevation and slope aspect. Less thari haif of the atea is within inventoried roadless area
and managed to preserve roadless. characteristics. Parts of the area have seen mining activity in the past.
‘There are private property inholdings and some prospecting aciivity, as well as private property and
-active mining adjacent to the area. However, very little management activity has-otcurred and is unlikely
in the fiiture, mostly due to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic and engoing use of the area, which is
part of the Kingston grazing allotment. There is minor evidence of modern land management activity,
mostly i locations ¢close. to the outside boundaly Improvements are few, not substantially noticeable, and
not concentrated in any loeation. There are some constructed earthen tanks providing livestock water and
old roadbeds, but there is not a lot-of range fencing, The area does not see mugch visitation and there are.
‘very good opportunities for solitude. Opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are ever
better, with lots'of trail access and excellént views,

Table H-44. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the B14 — Aldo Leopold Addition Carbonate Creek

_ Wilderness Characteristic : Evaluation Ranking :_ Score

. Size if fess than §,000 acres - Not applicable — Greater than . Not applicable

| . 5,000-acres | e
| Manageability toprotect wildermness - MANAGEABLE " Not.applicable

; characteristics f '

Apparent Natura]ness j' HIGH B

. Solitude or F'rlml’nve or Unconfned Recreatlon OUTSTANDING {RECREATION) 8

g__(both are ranked but hlghest score |$ counted) HIGH (SOLITUDE) - _ L
NONE . 0
Overall Rank of Wilderness Character:stlcs HIGH 14

5; Step 5 - Other Fealures of Value

Gila Nationa! Farest
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Figure H-46. Recommended wilderness by alternative for B14 — Aldo Leopold Addition Carbonate Creek
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SB1 - Sawyer Peak

This area in the Black Range Mountains lies south of New Mexico State Highway 152.in the Silver City
Ranger Districtand includes portions of Grant and Sierra Counties. Alternative 3 recommends a,
21,007-acte area, alternative 4 a 23,353-acré area,-and alteriative. 5 a 39,150-acre area. Boundaries were-
adjusted for each aliernative based on their réspective critéria. For detailed boundary lo¢ations see Figure
H-47.

Thepredominantfy steep and rugged terrain supports pinyon-juniper woodland and ponderosa pine or
mixed conifer, driven by elevation and slope aspect. Parts of the area were heavily impacted by the 2013
Silver Fire. It is almost entirely within inventoried roadless arca, managed to preserve raadless
characteristics. Ver litlle management activity has oecurréd and is-unlikely 16 occur in the future, largely
due to terrain. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the
Gallinas, Cold/Hot-Sprinigs, Berenda, and Carrizo grazing allotments. There is a low density of
impiovements, with some providing a limited contribution to the historical chatacter and cultural context
of the area. Ouiside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, there is a low likeliheod-of encountering
other visitors and there are excellent:opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the types and
pursuit of primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities with some trails providing access.

Table H-45. Evaluated wilderness charactenstlcs of the $B1 — Sawyer Peak

: ‘Wilderness Characterlstlc Evaluation Ranking Score
Siz_e'_if less than 5,000 acres: ‘ Not appllcabie—Gr_eater th_an Not applicable
Manageablllty to protect wnldemess : MANAGEABLE * Not applicable
charactenstlcs : ;

Apparem Namré[ness U ......:...MODERATE e 57

. Solitude or Prinitive or Unconfined Recreation .~ OUTSTANDING (SOLITUDE) ' 8
: (both are ranked but hlghest score is counted) : HIGH (RECREAT!ON) 5

éStep 5 Other Features of Vaiue - NONE ' 0 -
Overall Rank of Wl[demess Characterlstlcs 'MDDER__A‘T_E;‘HIGH 13.7

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-47. Recommended wilderness by alternative for SB1 — Sawyer Peak
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ST - Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge:

This area i the northern part of the Silver City Ranger District in Grant County, New Mexico. It shares a
boundary with the Gila Wilderness. Alternative 3 recommends.a. 930-acre area, alternative-4 a 4;:856-acre
area, and alternative 5 a 46,43 7-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for each alternative based on. their
respective criteria. For detailed beuridary locations see Figure H-48..

Moderafely steep to-steep and rugged terrain, including deep canyons supports pifiyon-juniper woodlands
and ponderosa pine or mixed conifer forests, driven by-elevation and slope aspect. The Gila River, Turkey
Creek, Mogotlon Cre_ek,_.B'ear_Creek and Cherry Creek all pass through the larger-area. The largerarea
also containis séveral trails including Tadpole Ridge #232, Sycamore Canyon #234, Goose Lake #238,
and Dorsey Canyon #239. The entire area is within inventoriéd roadless area, managed 1o preserve
roadless characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred and remains unlikely to occur in the
future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongaoing use of the area, which is part of
the Watson Mountain, Brock Canyon, Spar Canyon, Reading Mountain, Béar Creek, arid Walnut Créeek
grazing allotments. Watson Mountain and Brock Canyon have been closed to grazing by National
Environmental Policy Act decisions.

The proposed Turkey Creek Research Natural Area, initially proposed in the 1986 plan and retained in
alternatives 2 and 5, was digitally mapped here in efror. The original doctimentation depicts the proposed
area entifely within the existing Gila Wilderness. This documentation was uséd 1o corréct the mapping
mistake during the plan revision process. Scenic river bluffs, canyons, and rock formations provide
habitat for bighorn sheep around-the Gila River. Cherry Creek.is also.par.tlcu]arly_s_cemc and is more
accessible than othier locations in the aréa. The larger-ared also provides iniportani habitat for Mexican
spotted owl and several other federally listed species.

Improvements are few, not substantially noticeable or conceittrated in specific locations. In some
instances, they provide a limited contribution to the historical and cultural context of the area. Areas.of
past logging and thinnihg are visible from Tadpole Ridge, north of the-inventeried roadless area
bounddry Due to its remoteness, Timited roaded access and size of the larger area, there-are very good
opportunities for solitude in most places. System trails provide access to oytstanding opportunities for
solitude and very good opportunities for primitive-and uniconfined recreation.

Table H-46. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the $1 — Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge-

: Wildarness Characteristic ; Evaluation Ranking, Score
. ‘Size if less than 5,000 acres ' Not applicable - Greaterthan ' Not applicable
.. ......._ . . .5000a;ces o e
\ Manageability to protect witdetness ' MANAGEABLE . Not applicable
. characteristics _

Apparent| Naturalness _ ok HIGH '8

 Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreafion . OUTSTANDING (SOLITUDE) 8
§_(b01h are’ ranked but hlghest SCore is counted) HIGH (RECREATION) 5

Sien o Other Features TP ¥ e 3
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics OUTSTANDING M7

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-52. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S5 — Saddle Rock

S6a — Gila Addition Southwest

This area is immediate adjacent the Gila Wilderness in the north-central portion of the Silver City Ranger
District, Grant County, New Mexico. Alternative 3 recommends an 11-acre area, alternative 4 a 120-acre
area, and alternative 5 a 447-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted based on the alternative-specific criteria.

For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-53.

The moderate to very rugged terrain is dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine-oak
forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect. It is entirely within inventoried roadless area and
managed to preserve roadless characteristics, although part of the area has been affected by modern land

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-48. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S1 — Mogollon Box/Tadpole Ridge

S2 - Gila Middle Box

This area is in the Big Burro Mountains in the southeastern part of the Silver City Ranger District within
Grant County, New Mexico. Alternative 5 recommends a 24,523-acre area. For detailed boundary
locations see Figure H-49.

The Gila River passes through this rugged area before leaving the forest and flowing into Arizona. The
river corridor supports lush riparian vegetation communities, and the uplands are dominated by pinyon-
juniper woodlands, semi-desert grasslands and shrublands. Other drainages support stringers of ponderosa
pine. The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail passes through the area, and the Gila Bird Habitat
Management Area and Bird Sanctuary Trail #745 follow the river corridor as far as Faucet Canyon. The
designated Gila River Research Natural Area lies immediately downstream from the “Bird Area.” The
area is almost all inventoried roadless area, managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little
management activity has occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future, mostly due to limiting terrain.
Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Gila River,
Mangas/Silverdale, and Little Rough grazing allotments.

The outstanding whitewater boating opportunity (Class 1), the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail,
the research natural area, geologic formations along the river, riparian communities, scenic and cultural
resources, and habitat for several federally listed species are considered other features of value. Modern
land management activity is noticeable in some locations. While there are few improvements, they are
generally concentrated in specific areas. Opportunities for solitude are moderate in comparison to those
available nearby and elsewhere in the forest but are best within the river corridor. There are good

Gila National Forest
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management activity. Permitted livestock grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part
of the Redstone allotment. Improvement density is generally low, and improvements are concentrated in
some locations. Opportunities for solitude are attainable, but there is substantial use during hunting
season and the area is close to popular roaded dispersed camping areas. Terrain and lack of trails limits
access.

Table H-51. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the S6a — Gila Addition Southwest

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE ~ Not
; ' ' applicable |
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics ~~ MANAGEABLE ~ Not |
~ applicable
ApparentNaturalness ~~ MODERATE 4
' Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are MODERATE (BOTH) 5
' Step 5 Other Features of Value NONE 0
 Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics =~ MODERATE 9

Wiiderness
S€4-00LA ADDITION SOUTHWEST (DRAFT)
vy S B
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Figure H-53. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S6a — Gila Addition Southwest
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Figure H-54. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S6b — Gila Addition Southwest

S6d — Gila Addition Southwest

This area is immediate adjacent the Gila Wilderness in the north-central portion of the Silver City Ranger
District, Grant County, New Mexico. Alternative 3 recommends a 248-acre area and alternative 5 a
1,040-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted for alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary
locations see Figure H-55.

The moderate to very rugged terrain is dominated by pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine-oak
forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect. Dorsey Canyon Trail #239 passes through the area.
The area is almost entirely inventoried roadless area managed to preserve roadless characteristics,
although some of is affected by modern land management activity. Permitted grazing is a historic and
ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Cow Creek grazing allotment. Improvement density is
generally low, and improvements are concentrated in some locations. Opportunities for solitude are
attainable, but there is substantial use during hunting season and the area is close to popular roaded
dispersed camping areas.

Gila National Forest
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86b — Gila Addition Southwest

This area is iinmediate ddjacent the Gifa Wilderness in the riorth-ceniral portton of'the Silver City Ranger
District, Grant: County, New Mexico. Alternative 3 récommends a 270-acre area and alternative 5 a
4,558-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted based-on alternative- spemf fc criteria. For deta_lle_d.boundary
locations see Figure H-54.

The moderate to very rugged terrajn is dominated by pinyen-juniper woedlands and ponderosa pine-pak
forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect. Cow and Trout ¢reeks pass through this area, as does
Snow Creek Trail #2353, Less than half of this area is within inventoried roadless area managed fo

_presérve roadless characteristics. Part of the area is affected by modern land management activity... .. .. ...

Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use. of the area, which is part of the Cow Creek and Redstone
grazing allotments. Improvement density is'generally low, and improvements are conéentrated in some
locations. Opporttunities for solitude are attainable, but there is substantial use during hunting season and
the areais close to popular roaded dispersed camping areas.

Table H-52: Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the SBb Gila Addition Southwest

; Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking. ‘Score :
: Size If less than 5,000 acres | SUFFICIENT SIZE . Not applicable :

............................. ANAGEABLE SR
Apparent Naturalness ; MODERATE

. Solitude or Primitive or Uriconfined Recreation (both are © MODERATE (BOTH)
ranked but htghest score is counted}

i

- Step 5 Other Features of Value  NONE
Dverall Rank of Wllderness Charactenstlcs MODERATE

Manageab:hty to protect deerness charactensﬂcs ,.

Gila Nationail Forest
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Table H-53. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the S6d — Gila Addition Southwest

Wilderness Characteristic

Evaluation Ranking

Score

' S__ize if les_s than 5,000 acres

- Manageability to protect wildemess characteristics

'Apparent Naturalness

Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are

| rar_tkecl. but highest score is counted)

SUFFICIENT SIZE

MANAGEABLE

MODERATE
MODERATE (BOTH)

Not applicable
! th applicable

4

5

Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE
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Figure H-55. Recommended wilderness by alternative for S6d — Gila Addition Southwest
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SW1 —Gila Addition Sapillo

This area is immediately adjacent the Gila Wilderness and includes portions of the Wilderness.and Silver
City Ranger Distriets in Grant County; New Mexico. New Mexico State Highway 15 lies to the southeast
and helps define the areas southermmost boundary. Alternative 3 recommends a 186-acre area, alternative
4-a236-acre area, and alternative 5'a 128-acre area. Boundaries were adjusted based on alternative-
specific criteria. For detailed boundary {ocations.see Figure H-60.

‘Moderately to very rugged terrain is dominated by pinyon-juniper waodlands and pondérosa pine-oak
forests depending upon elevation and slope:aspect. Spring Canyon Trail-#247 and Sapillo Creek pass
through the area, which is partly within inventoried roadiess area managed to preserve roadless . .. ..
characteristics, Very tittle management activity has occurred or is likely to oceur in the future, mostiy due;
to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Redstone
grazingallotment. There is only minor.evidence of modern land managemént activity in limited locations.
Inprovements are few, not substantially neticeable and do not detract from apparent naturalness. Due to
the terrain and adjacencyto designated wilderness, this area offers very good opportunities for solitude
T Oy TUdRTAtE OPPOTtINITes for primitive and UNEonTITed TeCTeation a5 Compared 10 areas nearby and
elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-58. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the SW1 ~ Gila Addition Sapillo
Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

Saze if less. than 5, 000 acres . SUFFICIENT sze Not'applicablé
: Manageablhty to protect wllderness charactensﬂcs MANAGEABL_E _ S h i Not appluggple .
FHIGH ............ a .
h | HIGH (SOLITUDE) Y

. MONDERATE (RECREATION)

| Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics | MODERATEMIGH

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-60. Recommended wilderness by alternative for SW1 — Gila Addition Sapillo

Wic — Gila Addition Lake Roberts

This area lies between the Gila Wilderness and the community of Lake Roberts along New Mexico State
Highway 35 in the southwestern portion of the Wilderness Ranger District, Grant County, New Mexico.
Alternative 4 recommends a 691-acre area and alternative 5 recommends a 393-acre area. Boundaries
were adjusted based on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-61.

This small area consists of moderate to rugged terrain and is almost entirely within inventoried roadless
area being managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred and
is unlikely to occur in the future. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part

Gila National Forest
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of the Mimbres/Powderhorn/Sapillo grazing allotment. Only minor evidence of modern land management

activity is noticeable, mostly along the outer boundary nearest the highway. Improvements are few and

not substantially noticeable. Primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities are moderate compared to

areas nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-59. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the W1ic — Gila Addition Lake Roberts

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score

Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not applicgbl_? i
~ Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics  MANAGEABLE ~ Not applicable
‘ Ahbare_nt Naturalness . HIGH ! 6

Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are | MODERATE 4

ranked, but highest score is counted) (RECREATION)
| LOW (SOLITUDE)

Step 5 — Other Features of Value NONE 0
' Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE 10
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Figure H-61. Recommended wilderness by alternative for W1ic — Gila Addition Lake Roberts
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W3 — Aldo Leopold Addition West

This area is located between the Aldo Leopold Wilderness.and Forest Road 150, northwest of Rocky
Canyon Campground in the southcentral portion of the Wilderness Ranger District, Grant County New
Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends & 1,110-acre area, aliermative 3 a 1,109-acre area, and allernative 5 a
3,38%-acre area. Boundaries were- adjusted ‘based on alternative- speuf‘ ¢ criteria. For detailed boundary
locations see Figure H-62.

Moderately steep to steep rugged terrain is dominated by pinyon-jutiiper woodlands and ponderosa pine
and mixed conifer forests, dependent upon elevition and slope aspect. [t contains séction 6f the
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. A portion of the area is inventoried roadless area managed to
preserve roadiess characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred or is likely to oceur in the
future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted grazing is a historic-and ongoing use of the area, which is part of
the Mimbres/Powderhom/Sapilio-grazing allotment. There is only minor evidence of modein land
management activity, predominantly near- the outer area b(_}_und_ar:es_ near t_he: forest road. Improvements
are few, not substantially noticeable and detract little from apparesit naturalness. Although adjacent to the.
forest rodd, outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons the likelihood of encountering other visitors is
very. low and there are excellent opportunities for solitude. There are few limitations to the types and
pursuit of primitive-and unconfined recreation. The area compliments and is enhanced by opporturiitiés
avdilable in the adjacent wilderness. :

Tab[e H:60. Evaluated wilderness.characteristics of the W3 — Aldo Leopold Addition West
: Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking

Size if less than 5,000 acres . Not appiicable — Greaterthan
: )]

;i“'RH&EQ&&QB}i}&i}fﬁ};}ié& wildemess chiaracteristics | MANAGEABLE

_Apparent Naturalness . HIGH

Solnude or Primitive or Unconfned Recreatlon (both are 5: HIGH (BOTH)
gl__ranked bui hlghest score |s counied} :

Stop5 - Other Features of Value NDNE 0
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characterlstics | MODERATE/HIGH 12 '

Gila National Forest:
H-119



Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Forest Plan, Volume 3
Appendix H. Documentation of the Wilderness Process

147 240
Tes08T mies
& Gﬂ' g5 ) l "
D N
Lo dware Sysimw WAL VY LT Torw 0T s e W o
e U AWM 1008 M
TR L0 4 s sy e e s s
Giia National Forest R ded Wik J
WI-ALDO LECPOLD ADDITION WEST (DRAFT) ¢

L R i

R e
Al = s fand B0
e = =t taed
e o E-l“l.— [
B e
-"'"" LaParmn e
B ]

e s i
-

~l
e

¢
‘tw.

Figure H-62. Recommended wilderness by alternative for W3 — Aldo Leopold Addition West
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W4 - Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

This area is located along the southwestern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness area in-the
southeentral portion of the Wilderriess Ranger District in Grant County, New Mexico. Alternative 2
tecommerids an 11,094-4cre area, alternative 3 an 11,050-acre area, and alternative 5 a 12,459-acre area
based on altematwc -specific criteria. For detailed boundary locatlons see Figure Hi-63.

‘This area of the forest that receives little visitation outside of hunting seasons. The terrain is variable,
with ridges, mesa tops, steép slopes and deép canyons. Vegetation communities are dominated by pinyon-
juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests; depending upon elevation and slope
aspect: There are several trailheads and trails providing access. It is almost entirely inventoried roadless
area being managed to preserve roadless characteristics. Very little management activity has occurred or
is likely to occur in the future, miostly due to tefrain. Permitied grazing is.a historic and ongoing use of the
arca, which is part of the Mimbres/Powderhorn/Sapillo grazing allotment. There are gitstanding
opportumtles for solitude, outside:of hunting and antler gathering seasons, and high epportunities | for
primitive and unconfined recréation. Evidence of modern land management activity is néarly non-
‘existent. Improvéments are very few, aré.not concentratéd, do not appear modern and contribute to the
historical character and cultural context.

Table H-81. Evaluvated wilderness characteristics of the W4 — Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

t ‘Wilderness Characteristic ! Evaluation Ranking | Score

. Size ifless than 5,000 acres - Not applicabie —Greater Not'app!icébié
e e 2 AN 5,000 ACTES e
__Manage'ability fo protéct wilderness characterisiics MANAGEABLE ; Not apphcab!e
. Apparent. Natm_*alness _ - OUTSTANDING 8 3
| Salitude or Primitive or Unconfi ned Recreahon (both arg ! OUTSTANDING 8 :
© ranked, but highest score is counted) : (SOLITUDE) _

) _ | HIGH (RECREATION)

_= Step5 Other Features of Value NONE 0 :
. Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics  OUTSTANDING 1163

Gila Natichal Forest
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Figure H-63. Recommended wilderness by alternative for W4 — Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

W7 — Gila Addition East

This area is known as the Links Ranch and is located on the Wilderness Ranger in Catron County, New
Mexico between Forest Road 150 and the Gila Wilderness boundary. Alternative 4 recommends a
642-acre area and alternative 5 a 564-acre area with boundary adjustments based on alternative-specific
criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-64.

Terrain is generally rugged, and the area is heavily dissected by drainages. Vegetation communities
include pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine-oak and mixed conifer forests, depending upon
elevation and slope aspect. Diamond Creek flows through the area, as does the Links Trail #713. It is
almost entirely within inventoried roadless areas managed to protect roadless characteristics. Very little
management activity has occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future, mostly due to terrain. Permitted
grazing was a historic but discontinued use of the area, which was part of the Diamond Bar grazing
allotment. Critical habitat for several federally listed species is considered another feature of value.
Evidence of modern land management activity is nearly non-existent. Improvements are very few, not
concentrated in location and detract very little from apparent naturalness. Opportunities for solitude and
primitive or unconfined recreation area moderate to low in comparison to those available nearby and
elsewhere in the forest.

Gila National Forest
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Table H-62. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the W7 — Gila Addition East

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less than 5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE Not
~_ applicable |
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics MANAGEABLE Not '
: — | appilceoie.
Apparent Naturalness __ HIGH 6
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are MODERATE (RECREATION) 4 '
ranked, but highest score is counted) LOW (SOLITUDE) ;
Step 5 — Other Features of Value LOW 1
Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE 11
r :
'.
- Y
L .~
— -
| ‘\\( = 'f

4

--------

WBI1 - Taylor Creek

This area is adjacent the northern boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in the northcentral portion of
the Black Range Ranger District in Sierra County, New Mexico. Alternative 2 recommends a 10,012-acre
area, alternative 3 a 6,672-acre area, and alternative 5 a 26,852-acre area. Boundaries are adjusted for

alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-65.

The moderately steep to steep and rugged terrain is dissected by deep canyons and features mesa tops and
mountain peak. Vegetation communities include pinyon-juniper woodlands and ponderosa pine and
mixed conifer forests, depending upon elevation and slope aspect. The larger area is almost entirely

Gila National Forest
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inventoried roadless area managed to preserve roadless characteristics. The exceptionally scenic character
of the canyon bluffs, geology, expansive views of the Mogollon Mountains and cultural resources that
include prehistoric rock shelters and historic mining and military sites are considered other features of
value. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is part of the Taylor Creek
grazing allotment.

There is evidence of modern land management activities included past logging and there are populations
of noxious weeds in some areas. There are very few improvements, and they are not concentrated or
substantially noticeable. Range infrastructure is limited as natural barriers serve livestock management.
Opportunities for solitude and primitive or unconfined recreation are high as compared to other areas
nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Table H-63. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the WB1 — Taylor Creek

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score
Size if less-than-5,000-acres Not-appli |
S then 5000acres =~ | 0 A

_M;;ageabifity to protecl_led_emess characteristics MANAGEABLE ' Not applicable
 Apparent Naturalness MODERATE I's

Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are  HIGH (BOTH) 7

ranked, but highest score is counted)

Step 5 - Other Features of Value " HIGH 3

Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics  HIGH 15

T k. .
WY TAYLOS CREER (DAFT)

AT : s ’ Nﬁ
i » 0 }l[r- :

TN fa e ¢ ¢ M

Figure H-65. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WB1 — Taylor Creek
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WB2 — Gila Addition East

This:area encompasses. parts of the Black Range and Wilderness Ranger Districts in Catron County, New
Mexico, with the-Gila Wilderness forming its-western boundaty. Alternative 3 recommends a 1,434-dcie
afea, alfernative 4:a 4,443-acre area, and alternative 5 a.3,919-acre area with boundary adjustments hased
on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-66.

This moderately rugged area is dominated by. pinyon-juniper woedlands and ponderosa pine-and mixed
conifer forests, depending upon-elevation and slope.aspect. The East Fork of the Gila flows through the
southern portion of the larger atea. Prehistoric and historic sites are considered another feature of value. It
is almost entirely within inventoried roadless area and managed to preserve roadless characteristics.
Permitted grazing is a historical and ongoing of the area, which is part of the Jordan Mesa grazing
allotment, There is very little évidence of modern fand management activity and there are very good
opportunities for solitude outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons, Opportunities for primitive and
unéonfined recreation are moderate compared to other localions nearby and elsewhere in the forest.

Table H 64, Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the WB2 - Gila Addition East

Wilderness. Characteristic Evaluation Ranking . Score

Size if less than-5,000 acres SUFFICIENT SIZE . Not
. Manageability to pretect wildeiness characteristics. . MANAGEABLE : Not
e e o - e . applicable .
Apparent Naturalness MODERATE . 5

e -
MODERATE (RECREATION) .

MODERATE

Solitude ar- Primitive or Unconﬁned Recreahon (bcth are '
ranked but hlghest score |s counted)

'Step 5 Other Features of Vaiue

Overall Rank of Wl[derness Charﬁcter:stlcs -

Gila Natiorial Forest
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Figure H-66. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WB2 — Gila Addition East

WB4 - Gila Addition Northeast
This area lies within the northeastern Wilderness and western Black Range Ranger Districts in Catron

County, New Mexico. It shares a boundary with the Gila Wilderness. The Wolf Hollow Campground and
Beaverhead work center lie to the north. Alternative 3 recommends a 9,230-acre area and alternative 5 a
13,862-acre area based on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-67.

Gila National Forest
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The moderate to steep mountain terrain hosts a variety of vegetation communities from grasslands in the
lower elevations to mixed conifer forests in the higher elevations. Meadow Trail #53, Christie Trail #806,
Wolf Hollow Trail #773, and Beaver Creek all pass through the area, which is mostly inventoried
roadless area managed to preserve roadless characteristics. A National Historic Landmark and other
cultural resources are considered other features of value. Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use
of the area, which is part of the Black Mountain grazing allotment. There is evidence of modern land
management activity, but it is not noticeable in most locations. There are moderate opportunities for
solitude compared to areas nearby and elsewhere in the forest. Opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation are good and enhanced by the adjacent Gila Wilderness.

Table H-65. Evaluated wilderness characteristics of the WB4 — Gila Addition Northeast

Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score |
Size if less than 5,000 acres Not applicable — Greater Not applicable
SEEEES— o than 5,000 acres e
Manageability to protect wilderness characteristics . MANAGEABLE Not applicable
Apparent Naturalness - MODERATE 37
Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreation (both are HIGH (PRIMITIVE REC) 6
ranked, but highest score is counted) MODERATE (SOLITUDE)
Step 5 — Other Features of Value LOW P
~ Overall Rank of Wilderness Characteristics MODERATE 10.7
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Figure H-67. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WB4 — Gila Addition Northeast
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WB6 — Gila Addition Beaver Creek

This area lies within the norther Wilderness and westeity Black Range Rariger Districts in Catron County,
New Mexico. It shares a boundary with the Gila Wilderness. Alternative 4 recommends a 2,273-acre area
and alternative 5 a 4,252-acre aréa with. boundary adjustments-based on _alt'ernative—speciﬁc criteria. For’
detailed boundary locations see Figure H-68.

Moderate to rugged, mountainous térrain, supports vegetation communities ranging from pinyon-junipér
woodlands to pondercsa pine-oak and mixed conifer forests; depending upon elevation and slope aspect.
Beaver Creek flows through this area which is mostly inventoried roadless area managed-to preserve
roadless characteristics. Permitted grazing is a historic.and ongoing.use.of the area, which is part.of the...
Taylor Creek-and Jordan Mesa grazing allotments. Critical habitat for Tederally listed species is
considered another feature of value. Modern land management activity is only noticeable in some.
locations. Improvements are few and ‘may be.concentrated in some locations. Opportunities. for solitude
and primitive and unconfined récreation are nioderate by comparison to aréas nearby and elsewhere on
the forest.

Table H-66. Evaluated wnlderness characteristics of the WB6 - Gila Addition Beaver Creek
Wilderness Characteristic Evaluation Ranking Score.

Saze |f Iess than 5 000 acres

{ SUFFICIENT SIZE | Not applicable ;

Manageabmty to protect wﬁderness charactenshcs MANAGEABLE Notappllcab!e

Apparent Naturalness . MODERATE e 5 phpi il

'Sohtude or anltwe or Unconﬁned Recreahon (both are " MODERATE (BOTH) o 5 S
. ranked, but hlghest score |s counted] ; _

é--StepS Other Features of Value LOW 1 |

?IIO\reraII o Wllderness Charactenstlcs e MODERATE e 11 SO

Gila National Forest
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Figure H-68. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WB6 — Gila Addition Beaver Creek
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WSB1 —Rabb Park

This aréa is adjacent to the southwest boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness in the southwest portion
of the Wilderness Ranger District and northeast portion of the Silver-City Ranger District. It shares a
boundary with the Aldo Leopold Wildemess. 1t is fiorth of New Mexico State Higliway 152 where it
passes through Gallinas Canyon-and Emery Pass in Grant County. Alternative 2 recommends.a
27,002-acre area, alternative 3 a.25,984-acre area, and alternative 5 a 42,878-acre area with boundary
adjustments based on alternative-specific criteria. For detailed boundary locations see Figure H-69.

The highly variable terrain ranges from moderate to very challenging with steep-slopes, lotig rid geline’s

- and.deep.cartyons. It supperts vegetation communities.ranging. froi-pinyon-juniper- wood!lands to...
ponderosa pine-oak and mixed conifer forests, depending upon eleévation and slope aspéct. Many non-
motorized trails provide access to and through the area mcludmg East Canyon #93, Quaking Aspen #86,
Rabb Park #747, Gallinas Canyon #129, Black Range Crest #79, Railroad Cariyon. #128 East Raiiroad
Canyon #130, and Hillsboro Bypass #412. The Hillsboro Peak Lookout is just northeast of the area which
is partially within inventoried roadless area managed to. preserve roadless characteristics. There is an-area

between the mnventoried roadless areas and the Aldo. Leopold Wilderness that wouid have been identified
as inventoried roadless area if"it were not for a mapping error that-has since been corrected. At.the time
the roadless inventory was dong, the dgencies dataséts shiowed this area as being within the Aldo Leopold
Wilderness. Very little management activity has occurred and is unlikely to occur in the future, mostly
due to terrain, Permitted grazing is a historic and ongoing use of the area, which is pari of the
Mimbies/Powderhom/Sapillo, East Canyon, Noonday, Sheppard, and Gallinas grazing allotments. The
area has prehistoric and historical cultural significance, -including the Hillsboro site, which is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. These resources are considered other features of value. Modemn land
management activity is.only noticeable in some locations, primarily closer to the highway at the area
boundaries. There are few improvements, and they are generally not concentrated and.do not appear
modern, detracting very:litfle from apparent naturalness, Outside of hunting and antler gathering seasons,
the likelihood of encountering other visitors is fow and there are very good opportunities for solitude.
Thiere are few limitations to thé types and. pursuits of primitive:and unconfined recreation and there is
good trail access to facilitate those activities. Access is blocked along sonie of the western boundary by
private lands,

Table H-87. Evaluated wilderness characterlstlcs of the WSB1 — Rabb Park

: Wilderness Characteristic : Evaluation Ranking Score
Siz_e if less than 5,000 acres " Not. apphcable—Greater than. Not
. Manageéability to protect wilderness. characteristics MANAGEABLE | Not
T i e s e . .. | PRlicADIE
_ Apparent Naturalness [ HIGH L
. Solitude or Primitive or Unconfined Recreatton (both are ; OUTSTANDING (RECREATION) ; 8

! ranked but_hzghest score is colmnted) o "g.HIGH(SOLITUDE) CooyT

ther Features of Value o - Low’
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Figure H-69. Recommended wilderness by alternative for WSB1 — Rabb Park

2022 Black Fire Changed Circumstances Analysis

The human-caused 2022 Black Fire impacted nine areas analyzed as part of one or more alternative. This
subsection serves to describe changes to the characteristics that made each of these areas suitable for
wilderness recommendation. Fire-related changes could impact apparent naturalness if fire effects are
outside what would be expected under the fire regimes for specific vegetation communities. Fires could
also impact other features of value such as cultural sites. However, because other features of value are
not required to be present for an area to be suitable, changes to these values will not impact the area’s
suitability for recommendation.

The impacted areas include: B10-Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast, Bla-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition,
Blc-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition, B9-Aldo Leopold Addition East, B11-Aldo Leopold Addition
Southeast, W3-Aldo Leopold Addition West, W4-Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon, WB1-
Taylor Creek, and WSB1-Rabb Park. Monitoring Trends in Burn Severity data are not yet available for
the Black Fire; therefore, this analysis relies on data from Rapid Assessment of Vegetation Condition
After Wildfire data. While this analysis may reach conclusions that no substantial loss of apparent
naturalness occurred in a given area, we want to acknowledge that some undesirable post-fire watershed
effects from an exceptionally active monsoon season have occurred. Downslope and downstream values
have been negatively impacted. In no way do we intend to minimize those values or those impacts. In the
following subsections, the amount of each area by severity class is displayed and discussed in terms of the
impacts to apparent naturalness and other features of values where they are or were present.
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Bla — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

‘Alternative Total | HighSeverity =~ Moderate . Low Severity & Unchanged |
Recomimended Severity ; . or Outside :
Acres : : Fire.

: ¢ Perimeter

2 B A% S8% . 34%
________ 3 ) 517 10% o 17% 7%
_________ 4 ASS S O 88 2%

5 5,741 9% § 52%. . 39%

There was very little high and moderate severity in this area. The amount and distribution of these
severities are generally consistent with natural fite regimes of the affected vegetation types and
topography. The Black Fire did not detract from apparent naturaliiess. Other features of value inclade
scenery and Chiricahua leopard frog habitat. There are likely impacts to Chiricahua leopard frog habitat,

either from the fire. or Trom subsequent flooding. However, tlie habitat.remains of value even though
habitat loss or alteratiosn may ‘have occurred. Forest staff will contiiiue to work with the U.S. Fish'and
Wildiife Service to implement the recovery plan and réstore habitat conditions. While the scenery may
have changed in some locations, its value has not been reduced because the area and severity of burned
landscape is consistent with the fire regiime after a lightning-caused fire.

Blc — Aldo Leopold Seco Addition

Alternative(s) | Total . HighSeverity | Moderate ~ Low Severity = Unchanged -
! Recommended Severity . i orOutside :
Acres Fire
: : Perimeter
................ 2énds ... 48 ——— scicR . -
4 40 0 5% - 53% 2%
There was no high and very little modérate severity in this area.and the impacts to wilderness
-characteristics are like those described for Bla-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition.
B9 - Aldo Leopold Addition East’ |
 Alternative(s) | Total . HighSeverity | Moderate  Low Severity . Unchanged |
. Recommended . Severity . orQuiside
Acres : : Fire
: : Perimeter
4 11,909 <1% 1% 22% %

There was very little high and moderate severity iri this area, The amount and distribution-of these-
severities-are mostly consistent with natural fire regimes of the affected vegetation lypes and topography.
Approximately half of the 163 acres of burned at high and moderate severities are in riparian zones, for
which there is very little information to support an understanding of natural fire regimes (see Riparian and
Aquatic Ecosystems Affected Environment section in volume: [ of the environmiental impact statement).
These severities did not occur in-a single patch, but as small patches in several different drainages. There
is no-information to suggest that the. Black Fire had substantial impacts on apparent. naturalness, and there.
were no other:features of value identified.
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B16 — Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast

Alternative | Total ' High Severity : Moderate | Low Severity : Unchanged -
. Recommended Severity  orQutside !
Acres : : Fire
; ; Perimeter
2 ; 8,381 2% 13% 30% L 55%
s ape e wewaew A
5 45481 1% T% : 19% | 73%

Whilé most of the area expérieniced fow severity or did not burh, there was moré high and moderate
severity fire than in the three areas previously discussed. While most of the severity occurred in patterns
and vegetation types that would be consistent with natural fire regimes, a substantial amount oceurred in
dry mixed conifer. Dry mixed conifer is-believed to have had a prédominantly frequent and low severity
fire regime. However, there is some uncertainty related to the available information to describe the natural
fire.regime (see Upland Vegetation, Fire Ecology and Fuels Effects to Mixed Conifer-Frequent Fire in
volue [ of the environimental impact staterent). With this uncertainty, and the relatively patchiy nature
of severity across the area, a conclusion that a substantial impact to apparent naturainess cannot be drawn,
That fire as an active natural process was considered another feature of value in this area supports a
conclusion that apparent riaturaliess remains high, However, high and mederaté burn severities l[ke[y
impacted Mexican spotted owl habitat, another feature of value. Those impacts to Mexican spotted owl
habitat would not change the overall evalvation score and the area remains:highly suttable, for
recommendation.

B11 - Aldo Leopold Addition Southeast.

Alternative Total . HighSeverity = Moderate | Low Severity : Unchanged |
Recommended. - : Severity ¢ or Qutside :
Acres. : : . Fire
: : : " Perimeter

2 944 : 0 <1% S % T3%

3 943 ' 0. 2% 27% T T

4 4983 o L% 8% Q

5 15,181 0- <1% 2% Pog8%

There was no-high and very little moderate butn severity in this area and the impacts to wilderness
characteristics are like those described for Bla-Alde Leopald Seco Addition.

W3 — Aldo Leopold Addition West:

Alternative - Total High Severity Moderdte Low Severity . Unchanged
* Recommended o Severity j ~ ¢ orQutside
Acres : - 5 ; Fire
; i : : Perimeter |
2 : 1110 3% - a8% 54% 8%
3 ' 1 109 3% - 38% : _ 54% : 5%
5 f 3,389 1% 20% : 61% 8%

While most of the-area experienced low severity or did not burn, there was niore high and moderate
severities in this area than areas previously discussed. More than half of this severity is consistent with
the natural fire regirmies of the vegetation types affected. The other haif occurred in dry mixed-conifer and
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‘the discussion related to that fire tegime for B10-Aldo-Leéopold Addition Northeast applies here. The:
severity distribution is likely consistent with what-could have occurred historically given the topography
and fire weather condifions, There is nothing to suggest a substantial lmpact to apparent naturalness. No
other features of value were ideritified.

W4 — Aldo Leopold Addition McKnight Canyon

-Alternative Total High Severity ‘Moderate ! Low Severity ¢ Unchanged
" Recommended : Severity : ¢ or Quiside
Acres _ . Fire ;
e Perimeter
2 _ 1loga 19% 5% 24%
3 o apso 1% 8% 2k
5 j@ 12,459 18% : 54% L 26%

“This mmnml@ﬂm"%mfm mpacted areas. ihe woodlands,
ponderosa pine-oak, and wetter mixed conifer vegetation communities, these severities would be
expected under natural fire regimes. In some woodiand areas, these severities may not have been expected.
historically, but have helped the woodiand areas move toward the desired conditions described in the
revised plan and enhanced apparent naturalness (see Uplarid Vegetation Fire Ecology and Fuels Pinyon
Juniper Woodland and Pinyon Juniper Grass and Juniper-Grass Woodlands in volume T'of the -
_en\ft_ronmenta_l impact statement}. The ponderosa ping forest without a SI_gmt' cant evergreéen vak:
component likely experiénced fire severities outside the natuiral fire regime. Low severity fire is typical
for this vegetation type. High and moderate severities are not. The dry mixed conifer discussion for B10-
Aldo Leopold Addition Northeast applies here since the area.experiénced a substantial amount of high
and moderate severity in this vegetation type. The riparian zones in this area experience burn severity like
those discussed for B9-Alde Leopold Addition East. The largest severity patch occurred in the
headwaters of McKnight Canyon, in vegetation communities.that evolved with starid-replacement fire,
‘and in vegetation communities where the information supporting our understanding of natural fire
regimes doesn’t include all the relevant site characteristics that drive fire. Overall, it is-difficult to
conclude that the Black Fire substantially reduced apparént naturalness of the area from the time of the
evaluation.

‘WB1 — Taylor Creek

‘Aiternative Total High Severity . Moderate  Low Severity ~ Unchanged :
- Recommended : Severity : : or Qutside ;
‘Acres : : : Fire
i f . Perimeter
2 etz o <% 8% 60% 3%
= 6.672 L 1% 5% . BT% . 3%
5 i 26,852 : <1% § 5% _ 55% L 40%

There was very little moderate ot high:burn severity in this area and the impacts to wilderness
characteristics are like those described: for B la-Aldo Leopald Seco Addition.
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WSB1 - Rabb Park
. Alternative Total | High Severity .  Moderate | Low Severity . Unchanged
Recommended | Severity : or Quiside
Acres : : - Fire
' : . Perimeter
L2 moe o <l% 2% 2% o T8
3 '_ 25,984 <1% 2% 23% . T%

5 I - 42,3?3 <1% N 3% 13% 79%

T_hel_‘e- was very little mederate or high burn severity in this area-and the impacts fo-wilderness
characteristics are like those described for Bla-Aldo Leopold Seco Addition.

Step Four: Recommendation

The forest supervisor will consider the perspectives voieed by the public anid other stakehoiders and
the analysis in environmental impact statement before deciding about which lands, if any, will
ultimately be recommended to Congress for designation as wilderness. This decision and the
reasoning supporting. it will be included in tlhie decision document released with the ﬁn;il-plan:.and
environmehtal analysis, The forest supervisor’s recommendation is subject to fusther review arid-
possible modification by the Chief of the Forest.Service, Secretary of Agriculture, and the President
of the United States, but only Con gress has the authority to desigriate or release recornmerided lands.
Lands recommended te Congress for designation will be managed to maintain or enhance the
characteristics that. made them suitable for recommendation until such time that Cangress designates
or releases them to other uses. '
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