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Claire Barber 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bethany Cotton 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Miller 76476

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Rankin 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laurie Tabor 32746

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Margo Slaughter 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jain Elliott 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Forest Resener 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Fortin 2420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Stacy Alaimo 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Sidney Brown 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brian Gibbons 44126

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sean Peterson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Albanese 60007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Reuter 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Frances A Rove 66206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tom Heinrich 54843

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jan Fillinger 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Leslie Fager 97389

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lindsey Hutchison 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Pace 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lawrence Siskind 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stanley A Vejtasa 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vic Bostock 91001

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carrie McGranahan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Leigh Fabbri 75025

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Chinofsky 18966

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Greg Karals 98001

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Rothstein 99517

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Claire Prevost 0

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Gloria Shen 28805

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steve Green 98233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Len Greenwood 97538

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anna Brewer 87103

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tammy Luppino 1475

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pam Birmingham 97138

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Benton Elliott 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beverly Foster 19087

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tamara Bock 54110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Janice Cecil 94705

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kyenne Williams 97232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lorraine Andersen 48060

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marie Dickenson 23072

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Edwards 97367

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen Roche 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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irene weiss 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Lindberg 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Teresa Mueller 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lori Esposito 22003

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Giancarlo Panagia 95382

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Herb Everett 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Clara Vance 98052

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JL Angell 95672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Herberg 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dylan Plummer 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tracy Jones 2189

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lars Limburg 97523

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Fager 97389

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ann Bicking 23236

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jynx Houston 97215

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matt Riley 97435

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Leland Block 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Erik McDarby 18013

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stanley Taylor 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tomas Daly 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn Koff 89031

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Latierra 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marissa Wolfheart 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gordon Wood 98144

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephanie Trasoff 98248

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Donald Nordin 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Malia McInerney 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Deborah Lipman 2906

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanna Vintilla 98133

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sally Webber 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Le Reeves 60448

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Whitsitt Goodson 97233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathleen Mireault 2169

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meryl Pinque 4401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melanie FEder 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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CHARLES M GRAHAM 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

John Altshuler 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lynda Nielsen 98686

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hannah Harrison 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Catherine Marcquenski 54487

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jabrila Via 97461

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

David Webb 97490

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Patricia Hathaway 97488

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Kolaski 60610

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Drew Fletcher 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

David Edwards 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roger Dorband 97103

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alan Grapel 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Diane Faircloth 19953

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paula Beckley 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eric Biemuller 8505

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Jennifer Wolfsong 97005

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roger Jeanty 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Allen Todd 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gabrielle Karras 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Felley 97131

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jane Gowe 87508

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Van Strum 97390

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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william crosby 6053

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Black 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chantal Marois 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jerrilyn Miller 91607

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Francis Mangels 96067

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Fedorov 22712

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Juanita Rinas 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Larry Hanson 95436

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Athearn 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Forest Shomer 98368

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Browning 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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T Steen 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Deanna Mathia 97386

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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RR Mier 49441

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah Hale 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abigail Villodas 85331

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jerry Rivers 11575

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nadene LeCheminant 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steph Spencer 97709

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Margaret Silver 32233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ron Silver 32233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jodi Rodar 1002

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Heath 97322

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lara Cameron 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hilary Dearborn 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shirley Boyce 84644

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Penny Sullivan 10918

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Deb Merchant 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JAY RICHARDS 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Lockwood 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amanda Powell 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nelly PRESTAT 77169

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matthew Whyte 98168

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Evans 94720

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Rohn 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Rohn 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jon Sobotka 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Arjen Hoekstra 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mike Evans 94720

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew McLeod 98661

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Watts 33436

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debbie Slack 24502

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rob Seltzer 90265

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Donna Pemberton 32926

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Poling 81501

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dennis Lenz 11731

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abigail Donovan 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gwen Stone 97457

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nikki Dennis 97201

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Menanno 97055

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra Ingebretsen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Michael Winegar 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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midori furutate 10034

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maria Aragon 88310

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bonnie Faith-Smith 2139

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Mulcare 99403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dinah Fedorow 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bridget Irons 19118

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandra Joos 97239

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Ray 22312

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Dianne Onstad 97475

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Selove 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rhett Lawrence 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terri Silliman 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Margaret Stephens 97301

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephen A Johnson 97225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Cross 48111

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Misty Clack 75248

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Astrid A. van der Geest 26222

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christopher Pond 97496

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Larry Morningstar 97540

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Lemer 97437

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Travis Allen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tracey Aquino 23452

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rich InLove 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brenda Kameenui 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jon Wood 97205

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marie Wakefield 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Linda Watts 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karla Taylor 98502

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathleen O'Connell 46227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dorothy Benson 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marsha Barr 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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George Autry 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Victoria Koch 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Rankin 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

David Jackson 49014

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cathy Seitz 97525

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Mark Blandford 79124

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tedd Ward Jr. 62675

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matt Oliphant 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Clivonne Corbett 97471

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kelly Riley 19440

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Kleban 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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doug krause 58102

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sara Pritt 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Deborah Noble 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jess DePew 97355

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Gail Battaglia 97530

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dana Bleckinger 97498

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elena Ghetie 97498

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tina Brown 98221

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terry Tedesco 85718

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marc Courtenay 97498

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mari Dominguez 95240

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Smith 95678

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ann Nowicki 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jen Dygert 97426

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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BIJAN FOROUTAN 27106

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ann Wichmann 97344

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Barbara Lynne Schwartz 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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VIRGINIA MENDEZ 33020

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Fred Chambers 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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carolyn carolyn i giles 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Drumright 37130

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Chione 97462

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patti Witte 63119

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Twyla Meyer 91767

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kris N. 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diane Daiute 97386

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Wendy Tsien 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Autumn Gonzalez 95818

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tracy Ouellette 98232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Hunter 97481

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Judy Ringenson 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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mauricio carvajal 92915

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephanie Tidwell 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

TAMI PHELPS 96003

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Don Frank 95465

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beth Chao 66047

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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D Stirpe 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carrie Lyons 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Roberta Swanson 49419

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kyle Haines 97031

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Timothy Cooke 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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T Brown 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn Chambers 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Vasquez 84414

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Nielsen 98273

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Austin 10433

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melba Dlugonski 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robin Swanson 96826

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Philip Ratcliff 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Magnee 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katherine Bragg 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John. Rokas 48021

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nathan Kohrmann 97202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roberta Leach 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dianne Douglas 85042

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandi Aden 68521

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Barker 97007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maryellen Redish 92262

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathie Nelson 97223

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Linda Farmer 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jerry Shultz 97454

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caephren McKenna 94609

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marty Bostic 90025

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Gregg 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Goslin 16025

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christopher Dumas 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathryn Van Note 95242

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vonda Welty 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert Harrington 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ali Van Zee 95437

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Chappell 12440

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Fletcher 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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PAUL MARTIN GREVICH 89503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lorenz Steininger 22554

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Simrin 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Fauna-June Fauth 97112

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Susan Applegate 97499

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shawna Stobie 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lydia Scott 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sally Browne 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stacey Holliday 37412

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joana Kirchhoff 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cyndi Anderson 97327

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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T Odell 97339

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Mansfield 14456

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steven McGarity 88026

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Schally 55082

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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B Leved 21212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanne Cockerill 88061

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katherine McInnis 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jim Bronson 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Letitia Noel 60610

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessica King 97351

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Foley Foley 95762

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Chinofsky 18966

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephen Fuller-Rowell 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Audrey Collins 97624

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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mark day 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Honkomp 76012

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Donna Pemberton 32926

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Keith Crudgington 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Geri Baxter 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Allee Gustafson 97502

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jesse Rapp 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Benton Elliott 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lilith Gist 97420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eileen Stark 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Janie Thomas 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert Nowak 35004

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dianna Pounder 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michele Villeneuve 37660

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zechariah Heck 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Mason-Lutsky 17901

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeffrey Levicke 91607

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Harry White 95747

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shira Mendes de Leon 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lisa Salazar 96019

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carrie Lyons 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joseph Ycaza 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melissa Gentry 97038

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

John Chase 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gail Wahl 97420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Riddle 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kevin Anderson 98841

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Milan Kothari 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Farrell 97132

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Oscar Wecker 97351

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kimberly Kittredge 97339

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Angela Adamski 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Phil Johnson 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Duvall 97016

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Logan Page 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kari Rein 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Jungwirth 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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ROUANNA GARDEN 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paula Thonney 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Ikeler 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Rodell 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Vineski 13687

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grisel Rodriguez 33169

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Van Ryzin 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eider Wolcott 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Peggy Moody 49841

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Manzano 97381

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Martha Brinson 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Martha Brinson 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Huntington 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanna deFelice 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kati Wilson 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tiana Brachel 30121

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joyce Coogan 80128

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Satya Vayu 97215

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Freya Harris 30310

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mahogany Aulenbach 14883

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Solé Aulenbach 14883

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Benedict 98036

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jorge De Cecco 95482

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zeuk Brown 98244

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cynthia Cannon 97475

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karyn Kaplan 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christina Raptis 11725

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Victoria Eells 97444

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paul Vilches 33063

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Hine 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jaden Parker 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gail Sabbadini 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kim Kelly 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lon Otterby 97454

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lee DeVeau 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Jagiello 7403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cameron Wallenfels 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Haleigh Martin 97540

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paul Poresky 97420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maeve Sowles 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julie Sonam 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tamara Bock 54110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JL Angell 95672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen Mireault 2169

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephen Fuller-Rowell 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beverly Foster 19087

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joseph Stenger 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Chinofsky 18966

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terry Tedesco 85718

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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KARL BACHMAN 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Benton Elliott 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dana Bleckinger 97498

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

James Mulcare 99403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Diana Pace 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Riddle 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Miller 76476

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joel Hildebrandt 94705

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Helgaleena H 53716

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Travis Allen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Gendvil 89117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Athearn 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Magnee 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ann Nowicki 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sharon Van Buren 97239

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Jon Wood 97205

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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William Obrien 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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William Obrien 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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William Obrien 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Virgene Link-New 98221

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Albanese 60007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Mìchelle Spurlock 97488

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Philip Ratcliff 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meryl Pinque 4401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bridget Irons 19118

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Chappell 12440

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laurie Solomon 98604

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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George Autry 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kati Wilson 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Webb 97490

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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jay egloff 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Francis Mangels 96067

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Audrey Collins 97624

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vic Bostock 91001

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shenandoah Marr 99223

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caephren McKenna 94609

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tamara Bock 54110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carrie Lyons 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shawna Stobie 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Rodell 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shawna Hazel 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gwen Stone 97457

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Rohn 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roberta Swanson 49419

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alan Higinbotham 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Gallo 7621

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grisel Rodriguez 33169

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Murdock 93110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robin Swanson 96826

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Silaco 11428

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Mauter 97355

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Murdock 93110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jordan Longever 2122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tara Thornton 4350

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Hine 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Judith Embry 1247

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sharon Franklin 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathy Cozby 97386

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amanda Powell 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Rowan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Robin Bloomgarden 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Benedict 98036

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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mauricio carvajal 92915

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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ROUANNA GARDEN 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Smith 95678

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jordan Longever 2122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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William Watson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ron Wallace 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Merrie Kelly 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Peter Dragovich 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roseann Dudrick 95060

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Fletcher 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aubrey Raney-Avers 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thomas Boyd 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gwen Gwilym 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Catherine Gumtow-Farrior 97754

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rio Davidson 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Manzano 97381

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Felice Kelly 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Cooney 4530

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cecilia Barea 11235

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Dodson 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elaine Fischer 24018

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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alex rea 98208

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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ROUANNA GARDEN 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tomoko Sekiguchi 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Ikeler 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nathan Rose 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Price 80521

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carole Onasch 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melania Padilla 78729

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alba Chamorro 12201

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Dodson 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Hine 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra McGee 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Watts 33436

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lilith Gist 97420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Scott McKnight 97030

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Eric Schiff 97488

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephen A Johnson 97225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Susan Menanno 97055

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Judith A. Sanderson 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Sjogren 97304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Parry Nattkemper 94553

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steph Spencer 97709

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Mulcare 99403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Frances A Rove 66206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

JL Angell 95672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert Harrington 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Forest Shomer 98368

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Julie McClary 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Glenn Dorband 97103

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JL Angell 95672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Duggan 97530

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matt Oliphant 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Chinofsky 18966

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hilary Dearborn 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Aaron Holmes 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shelly Dicks 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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midori furutate 10034

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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doug krause 58102

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dianne Douglas 85042

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandi Aden 68521

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Barker 97007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terry Tedesco 85718

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Alder 99207

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Linda Cossey 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tracey Aquino 23452

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Gendvil 89117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ken Goldsmith 23185

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Malia McInerney 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Miller 76476

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Miller 76476

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dogan ozkan 93750

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bay Renaud 98227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maryellen Redish 92262

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Eileen Stark 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Schally 55082

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eileen Stark 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Albanese 60007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Barbara Lynne Schwartz 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sara Pritt 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Judy Embry 1247

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathleen OConnell 46227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Erin Barca 94583

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Seamus Heffernan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tracy Ouellette 98232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Silaco 11428

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Funk 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marci J Cutler 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Chione 97462

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Riddle 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Riddle 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

mauricio carvajal 92915

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joseph Stenger 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stanley Taylor 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Philip Ratcliff 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Murdock 93110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Twyla Meyer 91767

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chantal Buslot 35100

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Isabel Cervera 28147

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Catherin Kennebeck 63122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elaine Becker 24018

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Honkomp 76012

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessica King 97351

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Altshuler 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Altshuler 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ali Van Zee 95437

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

irene weiss 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Liz Byrd 97498

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alexi Lovechio 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Crystal White 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Stebbins 97216

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amy Becker 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amy Becker 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vic Bostock 91001

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carlan Kephart 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Travis Allen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Robert Wisseman 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brenda Andresen 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gloria Ray 97056

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Smith 95678

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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George Autry 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michele Villeneuve 37660

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Collins 95670

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meryl Pinque 4401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Callie McGee 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caryn Ackerman 34237

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jean Gerson 97355

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ruth Johns 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen Noonan 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Leon Werdinger 97846

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Audrey Collins 97624

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Berggren 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beth Chao 66047

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gerald Hallead 49684

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Catherine Seitz 97208

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Emily Heilbrun 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jane Mara 97533

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanne Hastings 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Joanne Hastings 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Ylva Hernlund Hernlund 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert Granger 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Graham 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kevin Kane 98802

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Gill 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shannon Woodruff 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maxine Centala 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beth Bijou 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen Miller 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gwen Jaspers 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lisa Von Wald 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Murbach 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Barta 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eric Iseman 97760

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Godfrey 98199

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lynda Nielsen 98686

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rebecca Benson 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachel Cowen 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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erika worman 97391

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kristin White 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessilyn Brinkerhoff 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emma Juth 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Benedict 98036

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Benedict 98036

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Benedict 98036

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Cyndi Anderson 97327

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patrick Pastore 98112

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tenaya Kothari 98112

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bruno Grande 98122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JA Hutchins 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Ahnert 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Graney 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sophia Pastore 45209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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jessica macy 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Partridge 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Janice Bohman 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah Lilley 97524

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sherman Sparks 19143

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Casimir Kothari 60637

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Cindy Tan 60637

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Adams 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zahara Solomon 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carrie Lyons 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gayle del Grosso 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Willow Kasner 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Britt 49120

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dhani Toney 97060

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Teyah Zornes 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lacy Todd 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ettie B 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessie Matanky 80304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Penelope Kaczmarek 97380

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Kaczmarek 97380

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Yoko Silk 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Melody Plaganis 97045

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melinda Bodayla 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Storrie Chisholm 87059

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn Koff 89031

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Stamm 34945

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kelly Riley 19440

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lawrence Siskind 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Schally 55082

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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jeanette capotorto 12803

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aubrey Raney-Avers 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Drumright 37130

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steph Spencer 97709

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sonia Valdivia 92057

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Carolyn Riddle 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Pierson 18902

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Noonan 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Claire Houston 97203

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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SUSAN SILBERBERGPEIRCE 87506

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amanda Eriksen 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

JL Angell 95672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dianne Douglas 85042

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandi Aden 68521

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Richard Barker 97007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marie Wakefield 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra Ingebretsen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meredith Diskin 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Watts 33436

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Mara Rennie 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ken Martin 6470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Gendvil 89117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Catherine Clissold 98366

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katherine Quinlan 33407

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laurie Tabor 32746

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roberta Cade 99208

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beverly Nichols 89128

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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william crosby 6053

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Miriam Champer 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marcy Graham 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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B Leved 21212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Benton Elliott 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sonia Isotov 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abigail Villodas 85331

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jillana Laufer 91604

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Miller 76476

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Peggy Moody 49841

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Philip Simon 94903

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Diane Daiute 97386

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melanie FEder 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Travis Herb 94610

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Mulcare 99403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sara Pritt 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dan Jaffee 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Duvall 97016

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sue Schümmer 89077

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nina Sarmiento 98363

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pam Selway 97138

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tacey Conover 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Kumler 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jodi Rodar 1002

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jillian LaForet 97304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

doug krause 58102

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bay Renaud 98227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jordan Longever 2122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dennis Kasunic 97210

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dawn Albanese 60007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Jo Mann 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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KARL BACHMAN 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephen A Johnson 97225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel OBrien 12547

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Nicholas Simpson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zeke Oman 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jerry Rivers 11575

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

R. Roaninn 97392

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tammy Luppino 1475

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ellen Mendoza 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Laura Chinofsky 18966

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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VIRGINIA MENDEZ 33020

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dinah Fedorow 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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William Obrien 98685

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Leslie Fager 97389

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elaine Becker 24018

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeffrey Levicke 91607

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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George Autry 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Van Strum 97390

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

David Jackson 49014

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Rankin 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Davies 97034

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ron Wallace 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Rogers-Wallace 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marissa Wolfheart 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn Chambers 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tamara Bock 54110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Chase 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matty Whyte 98168

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dori Cole 60189

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Graves 13209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Seegott 44021

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Poling 81501

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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midori furutate 10034

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gordon Wood 98144

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gail Battaglia 97530

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Larry Morningstar 97540

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Alder 99207

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Lawrence 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beverly Foster 19087

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Annie Orourke 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caitlin Wallace 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carolyn Gilman-Garrick 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Miller 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Raleigh Koritz 55442

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Drew Fletcher 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JEFFREY MOREY 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roger Jeanty 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Francis Mangels 96067

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Terry Tedesco 85718

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tracy Ouellette 98232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shelley Snow 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ry OConnor Wolik 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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janice parker 97338

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kat Kavanagh 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Manzano 97381

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Cross 48111

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Claire Prevost 0

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julie Lowe 20869

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Lowe 97471

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Barbara Wheatley 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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peter stedman 98362

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Teresa Damron 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Van Strum 97390

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Ann Nowicki 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Rodell 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen OConnell 46227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Garbrick 66503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Catherine Kennebeck 63122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Myco S 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sierra Farris 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Graham 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tiffany Murphy 98052

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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D Stirpe 97214

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Austin 10433

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark McGowan 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Winegar 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Rankin 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Karen Fletcher 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Erin Baca 94583

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephanie Parish 97220

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ian Chamberlain 97457

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christi Crawford 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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SUSAN BUSWELL 97366

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanna Vintilla 98133

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Deborah Noble 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Timothy Cooke 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Chris Evans 94720

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grace Cunningham 93010

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marian Alder 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandra Woodall 78212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Rothstein 99517

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brenda Kameenui 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jorge De Cecco 95482

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathleen Boylan 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Clara Vance 98052

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sue Craig 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Stephanie Trasoff 98248

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra Fan 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra Kauffman 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roberta Swanson 49419

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maryellen Redish 92262

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cat Koehn 97438

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Stice 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Hunt 49649

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Twyla Meyer 91767

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Forest Shomer 98368

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kimberly Murphy 98027

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meryl Pinque 4401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Smith 95678

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Debra Poscharscky 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anna Brewer 87103

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Astrid A. van der Geest 26222

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kate Kenner 5301

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Isabel Cervera 28147

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Victoria Frank 66048

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Goslin 16025

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ruth E. Martillo 7047

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn DeRosa Wilkie 10801

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Bridget Irons 19118

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Margaret Silver 32233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ron Silver 32233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rosemary Maziarz 60174

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Victoria Eells 97444

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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PAUL MARTIN GREVICH 89503

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Donna Riddle 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Shelly Dicks 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

tracy maxwell 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Sévilla 77420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terrie Williams 77662

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Barry Heidt 97388

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alixe Dancer 97471

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sally Browne 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tonya Mildon 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kelly Humber 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert Wisseman 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eve Celsi 97212

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lara Cameron 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Davis 97239

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Mary Foley Foley 95762

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Studer 97070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Van Ryzin 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Morgan Fay 97499

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Luan Pinson 98664

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathe Shaw-Bassett 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Nancy Perkinson 97420

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Madelyn George 98506

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eric Nicholson 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tobin Cox 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vic Bostock 91001

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diana Kolaski 60610

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Newell 97391

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sophia Davenport 97391

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Cummings 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sharon Duncan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Donald Neel 54449

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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M.lee Zucker 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terri Silliman 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary DeMoll 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ryder Hales 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matthew Oliphant 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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JAMES FLYNN 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Yemaya Camille 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nicole Cousino 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Cathy Seitz 97525

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dake Traphagen 98226

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Laura Collins 95670

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heidie Ambrose 97233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maryann Staron 60456

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chloe G 97221

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cody Foster 97203

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Siobhan OReilly 97227

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Allie McMahon 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lucy Breuer 97202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Eloise Smith 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zbigniew Uminski 97461

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ben Stickney 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Donna Pezzullo 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ginger Purvis 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kayla Ellis 98012

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Camille 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pamela Vasquez 84414

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Halie Gallo 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Satya Vayu 97215

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Brittany Blades 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Philip Ratcliff 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Townes Cogburn 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dave Gillaspy 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cody Arthur Oakes 97376

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emma Bartlett 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jill Schwab 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mara Cowen 27510

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mara Orenstein 98502

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Honkomp 76012

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Hatten 97383

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Audrey Caines 97232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Letitia Noel 60610

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bethany Cotton 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Danika Simon 97394

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Raleigh Koritz 55442

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Samantha Krop 27606

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kaiti Lopez 98225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachel Cowen 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michele Villeneuve 37660

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gerald Hallead 49684

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Fedorov 22712

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandy Cowen 29206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sophia Solano 97365

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julia Jaquery 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Angie Monday 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ralph McDonald 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Phyllis Thomson 97239

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rick Silverman

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Justin Lower 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Angela Lower 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Esther A 97232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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alexia muhlsteffmuhlsteff 97055

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 

mailto:alexia.muhlsteff@gmail.com
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Jim Mochzlek 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tom R 97448

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jonathan Maynard 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Shaff 94020

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Shaff 94020

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Colleen Stimpson 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cogen Bohanec 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Teahya Bishopfouler 95662

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julia Jaquery 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alex Murdock 97003

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rebecca Cohen 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Bruce Bond 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Jennings 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

David Daikh 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark D. Kelly 98115

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Froman 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jasmine Co 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Adria Willovaghby n/a

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jess Zeignfuss 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hannah Elkins 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Savannah Viking 46356

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anapaula Gamez V 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mercedes Del Valle 1090

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jesse Garcia 97381

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katinja Bryk 97022

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mike Noonan 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maya Noonan 97006

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amy Armantrout 97414

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Erin Fahey 97031

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Noa Landau-Camarillo 97070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Jiliette Rothamel 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Misha Inomoto 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jaidyn Blackard n/a

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chandra Houglum 97411

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caluin Rice 70117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Betsy Brown 97225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abby Steward 97035

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ben H 98225

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Megan Downey na

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joey Mikrola 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Nicole Yezman 94903

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Fear 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Fear 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sunrise Ocean 97523

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Charles Fleadrick 97126

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jordan Olsen 97267

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricial Laurance 97133

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Wilbur Summerril na

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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n/a 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ana Babcueta 97408

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stephanie Evers 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Wade R 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Karyn Kaplan 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Kleban 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ed English 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cary Thomson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tim Sitterley 97448

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Susan Flynn 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Haley Andulia 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

lindsay Holbrook 85306

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Janey Damian 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lisa Sweet 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Zink 97210

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kayla Smith 98053

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren Thurlow 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Villages 97026

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rose Darke 97124

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lani Nestler 97222

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Lema 97501

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Devon Wasdwell 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Adinah Barlow 97221

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grant Thomspon 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michekke Bienick 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brian Hannagan 97527

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Windy Leona 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lily Allred 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aurora Muller 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jamaica Mehr 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Bebe Rowlette 98110

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Riley Switzer 97058

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachael Erickson 97058

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Evelyn Idzerda 97326

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David King 97326

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dana Nichols 97450

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dylan Siebert 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Becky Lipton 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tara Kelly 95560

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eric Pearson 97322

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lester Ketchie 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Joltnny Earl 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

William Harvey 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tyler Carpenter 97068

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Yelienid Cintron 97201

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Stuart Ellis 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Robert Turner 97322

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

James Seoh 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brinda Hayward 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Chambers 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanna Jackson 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Maggie Bauer 83702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nancy Johnson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Regina Bernie 20002

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christa Schen 97423

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Casey Taule 97236

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Lopfer 97470

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Forrest Elliot 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mariona Puig 8202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rowan Timbrook 43220

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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christina Pyktel 97310

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alexander Shumaker 97203

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah Tyler 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bernard Cowen 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katya Blissenbach 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kaylee Harris 97086

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gloria Reed 97233

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachel Sheldon 97459

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lara Gonzalez 91350

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cory Evans 97304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ryley Mclorquodale 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Heather Duncan

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elenor Schnee

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rebecca Heiliy

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Adrian Minne

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Braxton Nagle

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Robert DeGeorge

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Margie Chisholm

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Natalie Whitson

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Holbrook

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brian Bedney

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Samantha Belkin

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Craig Gray

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Andrea Gandy

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lauren F

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tom Nestlen

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Natasha Flemming

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sam Hollerup

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shelby Alexander

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anders Hellum-Alexander

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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August Rohhann

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joanna Divine

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Christopher Paris

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lola Tatum

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Luke Price

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Noel Ponthieux

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah West 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ruby Nelson 94592

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Golda LoBello 97457

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Judy Coleman

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Parson

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joan Place

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joseph L

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachel L

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rosenary Buck 97432

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniela Sardo 97089

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joshua Stirnkosh 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kate Morris 97202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Eli Osirov 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anna Green 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Glory Wipfli 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Owl D 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Fish 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeni Nugent 97301

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kenzie Lovelace 97008

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sheridan Lee 97623

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Karen Stingle 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tiffany Brown 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Guy Berger-Brown 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Price 97236

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grace Burt 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Ron Pike 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Avery Cermear 55712

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grace Taylor 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cricket Flaherty 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ashley Stacks 97128

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kyle Donahue 97031

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Elizabeth Anderson 97361

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amelie Holden 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Lilia Holden 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Papouchis 95818

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alexa Savard 98672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Hedrick 97338

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amelia Cole 98661

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andrew Mcgavran 98629

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joey Mock 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Hope Reyes 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Courtny Hann 83402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Turner Savard 98672

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Betsy Lewis 97223

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Judi Lambert 97338

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Gabriel Hanter 97338

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sierra Miller 95066

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Evan Coto 95066

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rain Joseph 97459

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lilian Duran 97419

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Madeleine Bowman 98671

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Welfley Roanna 96067

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kevin Welnetz 97487

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Charles Cook 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rebecca Harold 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jude Stacey 97209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brooklyn Castellani-Kelsary 97209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gus Proulx-Whitcomb 97209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amy Rose 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Starlight Turner 97463

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kari Childs 37043

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Valley 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Slade Stephenson 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Matt Kynoch 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Bach 97004

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Fitzpatrick 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Megan Cuillinan 59802

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cody Ott 97412

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tomas Armanet 97412

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Nancy Mattson 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ann Watters 95490

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anneliese Bishop Purdue 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Havana Jones 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Peter Mintz 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Iris Briand 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Bergsma 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Otilio Gonzalez 97094

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nicole Walter 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amy Randel 97211

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

CB Wignot 97304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ayla Hevenor 2879

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Samantha Banks 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zane Kelley 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brandon Farmer 97430

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Sahve Beller 93117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jack Traberg 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Steven Mentor 95060

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Parker Pease 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katherine Bedagwi 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Noah Hardy 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thea Simpson 97381

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Darla Sago 98021

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Joe Kelly 80304

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marc Bouvier 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Katlisky 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beverly Pyle 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nathan Barrios 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chelseah Cotnam 97344

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jason Berakae 97202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brenna Watson 98607

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Joe Winegarden

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tanya Bunson 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Merwin 98115

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Coventry Merwin 98115

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Skyote Higgins 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julia Solomon 96778

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Brendan Fisher 97411

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ethan Adelman 97205

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

William Yrague 94536

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Faith Padgett 94122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Obbi Shan 97236

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kelsey Barker 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Michelle Benoit 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anna Kreutz

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Brown 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Regalado 76131

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Patricia Witte 63119

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mia Fiordelis 63122

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tim Black 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ena Janssen 97219

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alan Wright 97502

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Hagler 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marianne Warden 97448

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lacy Linney 98024

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Farot 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maria Castenada-Cruz 97223

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Courtney Chappell 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Caroline Lin 97120

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Derek Olsen 97267

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julie Jeffrey 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lynn Henry 97544

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Rebar 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rose Kranwinkle 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Angealeigh Riley White 97361

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tracy O'Brien 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dualta Gwozdz 97045

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abby De Sanchez 97045

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Gina Stevens 95616

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dairian Yechout 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paul Turner 97426

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cody Titus 97301

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessica Huerth 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lisa Kelz 97523

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Wely 97034

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lindylou Smith 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tatjana Riedel 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Zola Thomas 97215

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Forest Berg 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aubrey Knight 98277

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Azita Roshani 97206

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kristopher Ketchersid 97351

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Willman 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hanna Begay 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Annika Benson 97370

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sefana Wilde 97202

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ember Rose 97220

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Virginia Oram 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kethleen Brooks 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Wendy Gregory 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Phinney 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Iris Asher 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Cawley 97213

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeffrey Cowen 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dylan Basurto 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeremy Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ynez Mahoney 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Oswald Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paloma Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tim Flanagan 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Don Reedy 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Victoria Crane 94025

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Verdi Hummel 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Whitney Ray 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ismine Johnson 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rey Rudek-Larson 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Michele Purkey 97413

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Meyer 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Symeon North 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rosemary Bernardi 97004

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tim Caffey 60661

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carly Schanback 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jane Johnson 97424

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maribeth Harris 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lisandro Ramon 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Garnand 97086

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Robert Ludemann 97086

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rhoda Jones 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gould Creighton Jones 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Janet Simmons 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Portman 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Suzanne Krueger 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathy Farrell 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Seth Martin 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Celeste Martin 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kevin Daniel 97501

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Will Markling 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kim Ritcdhie 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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rod Mittag 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Annie Merrill 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tammy Lenz 98604

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Eric Lenz 98604

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roghart Blooknick 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meha Collins 97123

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Pat Shea 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Sean Desantels 97035

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tami Pine 97062

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ryanb Martin 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ryan Bracelin 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ariella Gastel 10706

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sue Sauza 97404

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ben Sparrow 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bob Hoffman

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Marie Maragni 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Charlotte Dadabay 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Karen Becceri 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

James Russell 97489

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Don Freel 97707

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Claor Caswell 97217

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Sam Oringtien 97216

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Megan Donahue 97756

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ashley Sarvis 97756

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tim Duncan 97756

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kristen Buek 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Casisgn 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Melian Kiyak-Boughlon 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Veronique Dean 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thomas Buras 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jude Wages 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Vincent Mosemann 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kat Valentino 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Camille Rose 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julie Collins 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bienn Quaas-Annsa 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ashley Coleman 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Krissy Coleman 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Davin Yannick 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ember Cardinas 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Freddy Alonis 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Andie Whittaker 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tae Thompson 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Terri Barber 34994

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amie Annsa 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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August Hilkey 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ben Akagi 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Cissel 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diane Cissel 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jill Dobbs 89523

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sabrina Hailey 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Valerie Rosie 98103

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tom Housel 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Schafer 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jessica Young 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marilyn Jordan 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Claire Roth 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Langhlin 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Larry White 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jesse Shantor 80302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Greg Wilt 97385

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ken Dowden 97850

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Gaar 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sam Utley 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mark Berry 97207

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jayce Ortiz 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Geoff LaRoche 97007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Charles Loe 97442

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kent Mcintosh 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Prudence Rodan 86712

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emily Tire 97707

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nate Glutting 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Meredith Cocks 97343

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Smith 97478

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alice Adams 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kevin Mclean 98027

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jordan Burchan 99702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kathy Calise 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Price 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Price 97321

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nathaniel Douglass 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Anthony Monferdu 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Marc Williams 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Christopher Leverton 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Eddie DaBois 62704

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Justin Howe 97218

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Traci Flitcratz 97218

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sean Reinhart 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Julie Reinhart 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Alice Adams 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Banyan Manson 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Ronlan 83712

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Ben Hebert 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aspen Lowe 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Damian King 97049

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jane Lomas 83702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christine McClanahan 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Angela Quall 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Anne Vestergard 97209

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katy Kolego 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Melissa Cherbas 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tina Freel 97707

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Harold Brixey 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Leif Anderson 97759

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Diane Messinger 96753

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Maddie Stanley 97216

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Juanita Kirkham 97439

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Westforth 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Kemph 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thomas Kent 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennifer Burcham 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tanya Kiyak-Boughton 96714

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Beth Stinson 96740

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michelle Ramero 97333

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dave Bosley 97361

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jean Sokora 63132

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tanner Southwick 97068

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Graham MacKenzie 98002

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah Lonigro 97232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Chris Lonigro 97232

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Faoro

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Bob Luoma 97303

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carla LaFleur 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Andrew Cherbas 97330

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Richard Walker 97007

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Scott Dubble 98501

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Erik Hoff 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Barbour 97705

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Will Wildebrandt 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Celeste Stoot 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Josh Laughlin 97403

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Daniel Kruse 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Don MacEwan 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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James Dunnigan 97701

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mike Frant 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Roger Lesiak 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Franklin 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Valerie White 97703

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Hillary Utley 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Elizabeth Parrish 97350

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Christina Dunbar 97350

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rachel Silver 97220

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Ryan Chambers 97220

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Michael Davis 93422

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Carol Wenning 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Tom Dichiana 97702

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sandy Nelson 97477

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Mark Stefanski 94901

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tony Garza 94925

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Elise Ferrarease 95432

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lynn Durose 98230

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sheryl Schaffner 95409

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Cheryl Myers 94598

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Shanna Grogg 95409

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Amanda Fowler 95521

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Heartlife 94044

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Michael Bobardt 92117

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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John Kehoe 94965

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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David Silber 95677

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Felicia Fine 94605

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nate Luna 94952

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tom Higgins 94960

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Tyler Higgins 94960

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Julia Young 94114

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeffrey Cowen 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Dylan Basurto 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jeremy Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ynez Mahoney 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Oswald Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Paloma Basurto 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jose Lopez 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Kathleen Lopez 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Gabriel Lopez 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Jacob Lopez 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Louis Plummer 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Willis Plummer 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Deirdre Plummer 97520

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Jennie Lopez 97302

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Finn Cowen-Plummer 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Desmond Jernigan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Momo Alvarez-Kelso 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Ashley Jernigan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Abraham Kelso 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Sarah Alvarez 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Lily Kuentz 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Indigo Clary-Noonan 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grendel Alvarez-Kelso 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Kyla Clary 98102

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Nick Cady 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 



First Name Last Name Home Zip/Postal Comment

Peter Jensen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Grace Brahler 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Stacy Cady 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Emma Jensen 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Neil Newsom 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Katie Laughlin 97405

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Phillip Noonan 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Mary Noonan 97401

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Aya Cockram 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rory Noonan 5201

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Cora Cockram 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Gareth Cockram 97402

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 
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Rebecca Pirruccio 98070

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Biden's Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation's Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies. As you know, protecting our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal 
lands represents one of the simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. But time is running 
short: the climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse and it is critical that you fulfill the President's directive to 
provide lasting protections for these trees. 

For the purpose of protecting these climate-critical trees and forests from logging, “mature” should be defined as 80 years and 
older. By setting logging limits using this definition, federal agencies will establish a safety net that assures minimum protection of 
the ecological and carbon benefits these older forest elements provide for future generations. These older forests and big trees 
collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and they continue to sequester carbon at high rates far 
into the future. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking 
water for communities. Critically, protecting mature forests and trees today will provide the foundation to recover old-growth 
ecosystems which have largely been lost to logging across the landscape. 

President Biden's Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the critical role mature and old-growth forests play as a climate 
solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats forests face. If continued logging of these trees is allowed, the very values 
that let them play a vital role will be eliminated. Losing more of our mature & old-growth trees and forests to logging will only make 
the climate crisis worse:  Scientific research indicates that logging of federal forests is a major source of carbon dioxide emissions 
to the atmosphere that is at least comparable to, and probably greater than, levels associated with wildfires.  

A recent USDA Secretarial Memorandum stated that “A primary threat to old-growth stands on national forests is no longer timber 
harvesting, but rather catastrophic wildfire and other disturbances resulting from the combination of climate change and past fire 
exclusion.” This statement represents an alarming and inaccurate assessment of threats to mature and old-growth forests. 
Numerous examples of logging projects across the country that target mature and old-growth trees, including projects in the name 
of “restoration”, “hazardous fuels  reduction” and “wildfire mitigation,”  underscore this point. Not only is the threat of logging to 
mature and old-growth federal forests pressing, but it is also one that is entirely within federal land management agencies' power 
to address. Such a rule can be readily structured to leave room for ecologically appropriate risk reduction of uncharacteristic 
wildfire, which is very largely driven by small trees and brush, not big, fire-resistant trees that have survived for generations.  

If the Biden administration is to do all it can — and must — to limit atmospheric carbon levels, and demonstrate international 
leadership, these protections must be made through binding regulations that will endure in future administrations, much as the 
Clinton-era Roadless Rule has done. To ensure a rule can be adopted on the necessary urgent time frame, with the opportunity for 
robust public engagement and environmental review, it is critical for federal agencies to initiate a rule-making process as soon as 
possible. 

In summary, I urge the US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Interior to work together to soon initiate a rulemaking 
based on a definition of mature forests and trees as 80 years and older, to permanently end the avoidable loss of their critically 
important carbon, water and wildlife values to logging. 


