We know our Southern forests store vast amounts of carbon, and even more as they age. We also know that logging these trees releases much of that carbon back into the atmosphere.
That’s why protecting old growth and aging forests on public lands is a key piece of the climate solution. Significant amounts of public forest remain at risk to commercial logging even though they are far more valuable as carbon storage reservoirs and biodiversity strongholds than they are on the backs of logging trucks.
Taking advantage of our forests’ natural ability to store carbon, one of the most straightforward and cost-effective climate change solutions currently available to us, just makes sense. Plus, mature forests provide clean air, filter water for communities living downstream and create habitats for rare and endangered species.
It’s essential that we protect old growth, as well as the mature forests and aging trees that are next in line to become old growth and are already providing immense carbon and biodiversity benefits. Do the right thing. Let older forests grow.
