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National Old Growth Amendment (NOGA) Comment 

Skamania County appreciates the Forest Service's efforts to balance the preservation of old-growth 
forests with the economic needs of our region. We believe that the Old Growth Amendment presents an 
opportunity to enhance the protection of these valuable ecosystems while maintaining a sustainable 
timber industry. 

Key Concerns and Recommendations 

1. Active Management and Threat Mitigation: 
o We strongly support the continued use of active management practices, including timber 

harvest, to mitigate the risks posed by wildfire and insect infestations. These threats pose 
significant dangers to old-growth forests and can outweigh the benefits of strict 
preservation. 

o The Forest Service should prioritize research and implementation of effective strategies 
to reduce wildfire risk and control insect populations. 

o We recommend the use of main Forest Service roads as fire breaks to create defensible 
spaces around old-growth forests and reduce the spread of wildfires. 

2. Carbon Sequestration and Economic Impacts: 
o While old-growth forests store significant amounts of carbon, younger, more vigorous 

trees often have greater sequestration capabilities. The Forest Service should consider the 
overall carbon balance of managed forests when making policy decisions. 

o The Amendment should be implemented in a manner that minimizes negative economic 
impacts on local communities, particularly those reliant on timber-related industries. 

3. Adaptive Management Strategy: 
o The proposed Adaptive Management Strategy, while well-intentioned, could 

inadvertently lead to the creation of de facto reserves. We recommend that the Forest 
Service carefully consider the potential consequences of this approach and explore 
alternative strategies that balance conservation with economic viability. 

4. Focus on Urgent Priorities: 
o Given the pressing threat of wildfire, the Forest Service should prioritize the acceleration 

of active forest management efforts as outlined in the Wildfire Crisis Strategy. The Old 
Growth Amendment should not distract from these critical efforts. 

5. Scale and Impact Assessment: 
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