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Carbon king: Thick, furrowed bark makes this 500-year-old Douglas fir more fire-resistant than younger trees.
It also stores more carbon than smaller relatives. Photo by Jurgen Hess

By Marina Richie. October 22, 2020.



Variety show: This old-growth forest demonstrates species diversity with different-sized Douglas fir, hemlock
and grand fir with a vine maple, salal, Oregon grape and California hazel shrub layer. Downed logs, branches
and needles provide a deep duff layer on top of soil. Photo by Jurgen Hess
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Big reveal: In Oregon’s H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest researchers
are learning more about how old growth helps global ecology. Photo by
Matt Betts



Sensitive crooner: Hermit warblers avoid hot spots. They’re not big on
clear cuts, either. Photo from Wikimedia commons



Pretty cool: In the Andrews Forest, OSU scientist Matt Betts
demonstrates the way birds—and humans—seek out pockets of cool air
in ancient forests. Photo by Ava Betts
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Showing its age: Black scars indicate this 600-700-year-old Douglas fir
has survived numerous fires over the course of its lifetime. Photo by
Jurgen Hess

Marina Richie is a
freelance writer
based in Bend,
Oregon. She wrote
science articles for
University of
Montana’s 

 from
2009�2018, including
covering a major
lichen discovery.





reCAPTCHA
I'm not a robot

Privacy  - Terms





























  

  

  



  

 Donate

 Subscribe

 Donate
 Subscribe

  


