From: Paul Engelmeyer

To: Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR
Subject: Re: [External Email]Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?
Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 12:19:41 PM

Thanks for sending the links below - very helpful for sure.

What I am looking for is the monitoring efforts about the recommendations for road closures
in various sub basins - are there maps that show the changes in road densities as a result of the
closures and decommissioning efforts. This would also potentially change the interior forest
patch sizes.

Another issue is the canopy closure and connectivity recommendations - 40% is too open for
muliple species - NSO and Marten as examples - not sure if you attended Dr. Brenda
McComb’s presentation ?

If I remember correctly the deadline for my comments is Sept 11th - correct?
Thanks again.

Paul

On Sep 4, 2024, at 10:30 AM, Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR
<lawrence.fisher@usda.gov> wrote:

Hello Mr. Engelmeyer.

Because lain is out of the office, | wanted to make sure that you do not submit any
comments to his email account. We would not be able to receive comments sent to his
email address until he returns. As a reminder, please submit your comments for the NF
Smith Project combined scoping and 30-day comment period

herehttps://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public//Commentinput?Project=59122. You can enter
you comments in directly. Or you can state see attached and upload a version of your

comments.

If needed, you can submit your comments to my email address.

Also, | think the Smith River Watershed Analysis (WA) document had some things of
interest to you. You can find it

herehttps://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/fseprd777803.pdf.

® Attached is a graphic that should help put the location of the NF Smith Project
area in perspective with the Smith River WA analysis area.
® Most of the project area is in the Smith River WA assessment area. Some spills

over into the Lower Siuslaw Watershed Analysis (1998) and the Coastal Lakes
Watershed Analysis.



In the Smith River WA:
Interior Habitat Map between pages 44 and 45.
Wildlife Priorities (Connectivity) Map between pages 82 and 83.

| hope this helps.
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Caring for the land and serving people

From: Paul Engelmeyer <pengelmeyer@peak.org>

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 12:41 PM

To: Holman, Michele - FS, OR <Michele.Holman@usda.gov>

Cc: Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR <lawrence.fisher@usda.gov>; Vogel, Donni - FS, OR
<donni.vogel@usda.gov>; Emmons, lain - FS, OR <lain.Emmons@usda.gov>
Subject: Re: [External Email]Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?

Hello Michele,

| agree - having lain participate makes sense - let’s make a plan - so laterin
September will work - and | am thinking a small group - not the full Forest
Collabortive.

541-547-4227

On Aug 26, 2024, at 5:06 PM, Holman, Michele - FS, OR
<Michele.Holman@usda.gov> wrote:



Hey Paul- I've been talking with Chuck and others about sitting down with you to
discuss things like interior habitat, mamu, herbicides, etc. lain Emmons will be gone
for 3 weeks beginning Wednesday and he's critical to those discussions and it looks
like we have scheduling conflicts tomorrow and Wednesday. I'll have Chuck work
with you, and whoever else you think appropriate, to set up a meeting after
September 23rd, which is when lain will be available.

| am wondering if this would be better as an in-person Forest Collaborative
meeting? I'll leave that up to you.

It will be good to see you again. Thanks Paul.

Michele Holman

District Ranger

Central Coast Ranger District-Oregon Dunes NRA
Siuslaw National Forest

Forest Service

Pacific Regional

p: 541-563-8445

michele.holman@usda.gov

PO Box 400, 1130 SW Forestry Lane

Waldport, OR 97394

http://www.fs.fed.us/

Caring for the land and serving people

From: Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR <l|awrence.fisher@usda.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 1:22 PM

To: 'Paul Engelmeyer' <pengelmeyer@peak.org>

Cc: Vogel, Donni - FS, OR <donni.vogel@usda.gov>; Holman, Michele - FS, OR
<Michele.Holman@usda.gov>; Emmons, lain - FS, OR <lain.Emmons@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: [External Email]Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?

Mr. Engelmeyer.

If you are available to meet on Wednesday, August 26, 2024, we would like to find
to meet with you per your request. Please let me know what time is convenient for
you. Late morning or afternoon may work well.

If you think it would be beneficial for us to prepare for the meeting (i.e., maps,
documents, other) please let me know.

Lawrence H "Chuck" Fisher

Hydrologist

Forest Service

Siuslaw National Forest, Central Coast Ranger District - Oregon Dunes National
Recreation Area

p: 541-563-8406

f: 541-563-8449

lawrence.fisher@usda.gov



1130 Forestry Lane; PO Box 400
WALDPORT, OR 97394

http://iwww fs fed.us/

Caring for the land and serving people

-—--Original Message-—-

From: Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 11:59 AM

To: Paul Engelmeyer <pengelmeyer@peak.org>

Cc: Vogel, Donni - FS, OR <donni.vogel@usda.gov>; Holman, Michele - FS, OR
<Michele.Holman@usda.gov>; Emmons, lain - FS, OR <lain.Emmons@usda.gov>
Subject: FW: [External Email]Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?

Hello Mr. Engelmeyer.

| received your voice message from Wednesday, August 21, 2024, requesting that
we talk. | have also received a copy of the email that you sent lain Emmons
requesting the same from him. The Ranger, Michele, is out this week, but is
expected back next week. We recognize that working with you is important and we
would like to ensure that Michele has a chance to be involved with meeting with you.

After Michele returns, | will reach out to her to make arrangements to contact you.
Thank you for your interest in the NF Smith Product.

-—--Original Message-—-

From: Paul Engelmeyer <pengelmeyer@peak.org>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 12:32 PM

To: Emmons, lain - FS, OR <Jain.Emmons@usda.gov>

Subject: [External Email]Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?

[External Email]

If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a
vague/unexpected topic; Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

Hello - - Can we check in - when would be a good time for you?

Paul Engelmeyer

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or
disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator
to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.

<ProjectArea_Coved By SmithWA png>



From: Paul Engelmeyer

To: Fisher, Lawrence - FS, OR

Subject: [External Email]Interior_Forest_Supporting_Documentation.pdf
Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1:49:10 PM

Attachments: Interior Forest Supporting Documentation.pdf

[External Email]
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;

Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

So there is nothing like this for the NF Smith correct - and why not?

Paul
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Greater Than 150 Acres?, Potentially High
Quality but Smaller, or of Specific Concern

Central Coast Ranger District — Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area

Siuslaw National Forest

During scoping, comments were received asking the Forest Service to avoid negative impacts to interior forest habitat
stating that thinning adjacent to interior forest habitat can have impacts to the interior forest including nest predation and
microclimate concerns. It was requested that the USFS identify opportunities to recover interior forest “blocks” of roadless
areas to provide secure habitat, with reduced human contact, for species needing rare old forest conditions including the
northern spotted owl, flying squirrel, marbled murrelet, and the Humbolt marten. They noted that proposed thinning units
adjacent to occupied stands should follow the Marbled Murrelet Recovery Plan recommendations and contain a
prescription of ‘no-cut’ buffers or skips. To have the greatest benefits, buffer widths should be a minimum of 300-600 feet
and should consist of whatever age stand is present, including existing plantations (which should be managed to provide
replacement habitat). One comment specifically stated, “Consider alternatives that retain various levels of unthinned
buffers adjacent to suitable murrelet habitat to reduce nest predation on murrelets.” Alternative 3 was developed in
response to these comments. Alternative 3 proposes no-cut buffers on the edge of some stands adjacent to interior forest
habitat “blocks” that are >150 acres or smaller, if needed.

Interior forest habitat was identified as a key issue based on scoping comments received from the Adaptive Management
Group (AMG) and others (Oregon Wild and Cascadia Wildlands). In order to understand the concerns and at the AMG
request, USFS staff met with members of the AMG to determine if buffers recommended by AMG would work on the
ground and with respect to wildlife concerns. AMG has requested a 300- to 600-foot no-cut buffer adjacent to interior
forest habitat areas larger than 150 acres and other interior forested areas that are occupied or of specific concern. During
this meeting, USFS staff shared the approach that we have been using to assess protection for MAMU. Due to time
constraints, not all proposed interior forest patchs and proposed deferrement locations were reviewed at the meeting with
AMG. Following the meeting, AMG provided USFS staff with GIS layers of linterior forest areas and proposed buffer
locations.

USFS staff reviewed the interior forest habitat patchs and proposed buffer locations with timber operations and wildlife
staff to determine if the proposed buffers were feasible. For this effort, the USFS staff looked for the following
occurrences:

o Road(s) between stand and interior forest habitat patch

o Landings or other logging systems infrastructure between stand and interior forest habitat patch

o Topographic Visual Screening — Ridge between stand and interior forest habitat patch that restricts line-of-

sight

o Theriparian area between stand and interior forest habitat patch that is adequate width

o NSO activity center (circle) already deferred in stand

o Entire stand already deferred from commercial thinning treatments

o Age of stand
The Interior Forest GIS layer received from AMG showed about 6,254 acres total'. The layer was one single record, thus
USFS staff divided the layer into individual patches of interior forest habitat. When considering at patches larger than 20
acres, the 75™ percentile calculation showed that 25% of the interior forest patches were greater than 151.8 acres. This

supports the approach to assess patches greater than 150 acres, based on an initial verbal request to assess the interior
forest areas in terms of percentile.

USFS staff has reviewed all stands above 150 acres for proposed buffers (Patchs 1 —12) As provided to the USFS. In
addition, USFS staff has included 3 other patches (15, 16, and 21). The total area for these interior forest habitat patches is
4,110.0 acres as provided to the USFS™. For final mapping purposes, a 300-foot buffer was placed back around the

! The interior forst patches provided to the USFS had a 300-foot buffer removed from the perimeter of the inerior forest
patches.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

perimeter of the interior forest habitat patchs. The total area of interior forest habitat was than calculated to be about
6,900 acres.

In the following maps:

e (Top map on each page) The deep blue area in the small map is the interior forest habitat patch of interest; light
blue are other interior forest habitat patches: black are stands deferred from commercial treatment which serve
as large buffers, skip, and diversity at a landscape scale; yellow are stands where buffers are not proposed; green
are stands where buffers are proposed.

e (Lower map(s) on each page) All dark hashed areas are derferred from commercial treatment for Alternative 2.
There are roughly 4,300 acres of young mangage Douglas fir plantations that will not be commercially treated
under Alternatie 2 in the project area. This is about 51.8% of the approximately 8,300 acres proposed for
commercial thinning treatment.

o In addition to the dark hashed areas that are deferred from commercial treatment in Alternative 2, the
red polygons areas are proposed for deferral from commercial treatment for Alternative 3. The red
polygon areas would increase the areas deferred from commercial treatment in Alternative by roughly
145 acres, totaling 4,445 acres deferred for Alternative 3. This is about 53.6% of the approximately 8,300
acres proposed for commercial treatment. The difference in area deffered from commercial treatement
between Alternatives 1 and 2 is approximately 3.3%.

o The areas proposed for deferral from commercial treatment for Alternative 3 are not a consistent
width. Some are less than the requested 300-foot width and others are wider. Some areas already
deferred in Alternative 2 are wider than 300 foot and even wider than the mentioned 600-foot width.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 1: Deadwood Trib-Buck

February 2020

e 1,280.5 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 2: Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk

e 713.0 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 2: Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk (Continued)
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 3: East Lake

e 633.7 acres of interior forest habitat.
e No acres deferred for Alternative 3.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Maps reviewed October 2019
Interior Forest Habitat Patch 4: South Buck

e 602.5 acres of interior forest habitat.

e No additional acres deferred under Alternative 3. Only the acres

proposed for deferral under Alternative 2 would be deferred from
commercial treatment.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 5: WF Deadwood-Misery
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° 511.1acres

STAND Acres Deferred for MAMU?
605049 3.7
605059 4.3
605060 0.7

TAcres deferred are in addition to the acres deferred from commercial

treatment in Alternative 2.

Maps reviewed October 2019
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 5: WF Deadwood-Misery (Continued)
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 6: Failor Ridge-Boyle

e 536.5 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 7: WF Deadwood-Panther

e 342.1 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 7: WF Deadwood-Panther (Continued)

February 2020 Page 14 of 23






Deadwood Creek Restoration Project Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 8: WF Deadwood-Deadwood-Deer

e 420.4 acres of interior forest habitat.

e No additional acres deferred under Alternative 3. Only the acres
proposed for deferral under Alternative 2 would be deferred from
commercial treatment.
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 9: NE Deadwood

e 321.7 acres of interior forest habitat.

¢ No additional acres deferred under Alternative 3. Only the acres proposed for
deferral under Alternative 2 would be deferred from commercial treatment.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Maps reviewed October 2019

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 10: Misery-East Taylor
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e 271.5 acres of interior forest habitat.

e No additional acres deferred under Alternative 3. Only the acres
proposed for deferral under Alternative 2 would be deferred from
commercial treatment.
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 11: WF Deadwood Trib

e 281.0 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 12: Misery

e 330.6 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Interior Forest Habitat Patch 15: WF Deadwood-Karlstrom

e 283.7 acres of interior forest habitat.

Maps reviewed October 2019
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Interior Forest Habitat Patch 16: Fawn

T e 240.9 acres of interior forest habitat.
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Interior Forest Habltat Patch 21: Upper Green

e 165.5 acres of interior forest habitat.
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604002 4.0

TAcres deferred are in addition to the acres deferred from commercial treatment
in Alternative 2.

REATMENT
|| Treatan
- Partial Deferral

Alt 3 Buffer
Regeneration to Conifer
- Early Seral Maintenance
NCT
Defer Al
Buffer
DCRP_Temporary_Spur_Roads_Alt_J|
Interior Forest
:| DCRP_StreamBuffers_SlopeDistance

s DCRP_LNDs Alt 3

- DCRP_Hanvester_Road

Proposed Road Changes

Decommission

Open

Replace on System
- Stored

——— DCRP_Temporary_Spur_Roads_Alt_3J|

February 2020 Page 22 of 23





Deadwood Creek Restoration Project

Maps reviewed October 2019

Table 1. Acres of stands that are proposed for deferral in Alternative 3 in addition to the acres deferred from proposed
commercial harvest thinning in Alternative 2.

STAND INTERIOR FOREST HABITAT ID # INTERIOR FOREST HABITAT NAME Acres Deferred for MAMU
605128 1 Deadwood Trib-Buck 5.2
605129 1 Deadwood Trib-Buck 7.4
605135 1 Deadwood Trib-Buck 9.8
605181 2 Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk 6.5
605189 2 Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk 19.2
605197 2 Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk 10.0
605205 2 Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk 41
605188 2&16 Deadwood Trib-Alsea-Elk and Fawn 1.6
605127 4 South Buck 3.9
605049 5 WF Deadwood-Misery 37
605059 5 WF Deadwood-Misery 4.3
605060 5 WF Deadwood-Misery 0.7
605018 6 Failor Ridge-Boyle 4.6
605097 7 WF Deadwood-Panther 54
605099 7 WF Deadwood-Panther 3.4
605100 7 WF Deadwood-Panther 1.9
605101 7 WF Deadwood-Panther 92
605155 7 WF Deadwood-Panther 2.3
605058 11 WF Deadwood Trib 4.2
605085 12 Misery 3.7
605086 12 Misery 1.8
605070 15 WF Deadwood-Karlstom 6.7
605071 15 WF Deadwood-Karlstom 51
605074 15 WF Deadwood-Karlstom 2.0
605075 15 WF Deadwood-Karlstom 8.2
605183a 16 Fawn 6.3
604002 21 Upper Green 4.0
Total 145.4
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		Interior Forest Habitat Greater Than 150 Acres0F , Potentially High Quality but Smaller, or of Specific Concern

		Central Coast Ranger District – Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area

		Siuslaw National Forest
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