[bookmark: _GoBack]Brian and Amanda Bell
315 Legacy Lane
Libby, MT  59923
Bell.brian@frontier.com



Chad Benson, Forest Supervisor
Attn: Matt Bienkowski
Kootenai National Forest Supervisors Office
31374 US Highway 2
Libby, MT  59923


February 14, 2023


Dear Mr. Benson:

[bookmark: _Int_l4yylrA1]We are writing to comment upon the proposed Norman McCedar Project. While generally in support we have significant concerns.

[bookmark: _Int_G2DDg9VP]Most importantly, upon reviewing the proposed project, it appears all traffic will be traversing Cedar Creek Road (402 on the map). This road fronts our property and passes within 125 feet of our home. During the summer months an unhealthy amount of dust becomes airborne whenever a vehicle passes by, especially at higher speeds. This dust coats our home, yard and vehicles and can enter the house through open windows creating a health hazard. This became much worse the last time the road was graded until the Fall rains came. Fortunately, the road is not usually heavily traveled, and we have learned to cope with this. 

This situation, however, will become intolerable with the expected increase in traffic, especially logging trucks and heavy equipment, along the road. It is therefore necessary to protect our health that effective and ongoing dust mitigation methods be employed in that section of road which fronts our property.

We are also concerned about the noise this project will generate. While we understand logging is necessarily noisy, it is not necessary for the logging trucks to use compression brakes, and these should be prohibited within ½ mile of our home. 

The map suggests hand slashing will be occurring at our property boundary. We would appreciate additional information regarding what this entails and how it will affect the aesthetics of our home and property. We would prefer to do any necessary work ourselves as we do not wish to have copious amounts of brush and debris left in place. We are happy to work with the Forest Service in this regard.

It is our hope that road 4272B will be closed to any vehicular travel as it is now upon completion of the project.

Finally, should it be necessary to remove any trees along the portion of Cedar Creek Road fronting our property, we would like notification and the option of retaining that timber for personal use.

Please contact us at the above email address or by calling 406-293-4744 for any questions or clarifications.


Sincerely,



Brian and Amanda Bell


