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19210 Pinehurst Rd
Bend, OR 97703
July 28, 2024
Our concerns:  Carbon River Landscape Analysis #65083
Attention: Lindsey Hamilton Snoqualmie Ranger District
As an avid user of the US National Forest public lands in an OHV we offer our concerns in this particular area. Our concerns are not exclusive to this area but are common to all US National Forests. 

As users of motorized vehicles on public roads, trails, ways, play areas and user created routes continuously throughout the year we believe our concerns are shared by thousands. Throughout Mt Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest very few will access this area not in a motorized vehicle. They will continue using them throughout their stay whether it is for an hour or the full 14 days allowable on National Forest lands.

 Accessing public lands in a motorized OHV (Off Highway Vehicle) is how 97.3 percent of all users will be coming firsthand into this forested area. Many will be loaded for the day’s activity which may include camping, hiking, foraging for edible forest plants, gathering plants, wood cutting, bringing other OHVs to ride/drive, hiking, hunting, fishing, sightseeing the forested land and finding other scenic sites of interest. Some are just looking for a quiet place to rest on a dead-end road, some are driving or riding OHVs of every kind and description continuously while within USFS lands. There really is no other way to access these forested lands except in an OHV. Thousands of US Citizens are entering into these lands to recreate outdoors and are very thankful there is access for motorized traffic.  

Currently there are four acceptable types of OHVs using these lands. Class I are motorized OHVs that are less than 50 inches and are normally 3-wheelers, quads and some SXS. Class III are motorcycles and generally are 30 inches or less. The remaining two classes, which are Class II and Class IV are really everything else and the driver and passenger sit across from each other, and it has a steering wheel for the driver and up to 10000 pounds. These last two classes of motorized vehicles are the two largest forest users using outdoor public lands. They will make up over 80% of the motorized vehicles using these lands and that is how 89% of all OHVs that enter Snoqualmie National Forest are driving legally or not.  

It is currently not legal to go Off Road nor is it legal to go cross country in an ATV here. All OHVs to operate here legally must stay on existing roads and trails designated open to motorized vehicles. It is one of our concerns that the two abbreviations need to be updated. ORV and ATV are two outdated acronyms that no longer represent all the OHVs using this area. It is our concern that without considering all the motorized vehicles most of them are not being managed in any way. This is wrong as most of the current users are Class II and Class IV. Therefore we enter the public lands with no range of opportunities other than motoring down roads. For some this is ok but smooth roads do not offer a range of opportunities for all the OHVs. This is important because not all are looking for the same smooth roads and consequently user-created routes and ways are being created to accommodate motorized users who wish for more challenging roads and trails beds on natural forest ground. Many Level I roads have been reopened by motorized usage as they have been unable to find trails that fit current OHVs range of opportunities within USFS lands.

Many are looking for the least traveled routes that can be found. Roadbeds that were bladed once or never bladed but are just user created routes over a hundred years old. Roadbeds or natural trail beds that have seen decades of lack of mechanical maintenance. Washed out areas, off camber, wooded plant material from overhead canopies or fallen trees, rocks exposed by endless rains, infrequently travelled two tracks, obscure routes through the underbrush. Winding throughout the forest past old growth that towers high above the motorized OHVs. Where the forest foliage reaches out touching all that slowly uses the route through the forest. These users are not looking for an ORV route or an ATV route but a Motorized OHV route that is currently on the forest floor. We do not believe it is only for a particular OHV type but open as it should be to all OHVs. It could be open even for non-motorized use jointly. 

It needs to include all the current OHVs. Many today are family-oriented with four doors. SXS, jeeps, broncos, forerunners, SUVs, pickups of all brands, and this is a target that must be met allowing a satisfactory range of OHV users to enjoy. The trail or old roads width must make allowances to meet the many vehicles that do not fit into the 30 inch or 50 inches of the past. It is our concern that SNF (Snoqualmie National Forest) will continue to not see all the OHV users currently using these public motorized networks. These OHV users are not looking for new trails necessarily but just would like to use what is existing on the forest floor today. What is currently on the forest floor today could be a road, route, way, trail for forest service management access or user created and it currently exists.  Please revisit all of the Level II and Level I road systems and make allowance for all OHVs to use these lands. If the words OHV Trail needs to reopen some of these old roadways, please work with the four-wheel drive community throughout this project. 

At this time throughout the Pacific Northwest we are seeing a new sign that reads Road Not Maintained, For High Clearance Vehicles Only. On the post of the sign are four little signs that show a motorcycle, a quad, a jeep and in many instances SXS. These are not crossed out but indicate plainly they are open to all OHVs that desire to use this old route. If it helps allowing more family users a speed not to exceed could be placed on some. These old roadways the Pacific Northwest 4-Wheeldrive Association will help you maintain by hand and possibly monies to sign. Our members need more old-fashioned roadbeds that fit the current production type of OHVs using this forest. It is our commitment to all family-oriented vehicles to be included in the project as they have a need to use this land and should not be excluded from outdoor recreation. More and more vehicles in this forest have four doors and it will continue to grow. Many today are small families and will use these larger rigs to camp in or near old roadbed. Just a quiet place to enjoy the forested lands. Away from dust and noise of a busy roadway or parking lot preferable a camping spot at a dead end or along side a very old roadbed. 

Silviculture management practices are very important within these forested lands. It is the lack of silviculture that has caused so many wildfires throughout the Pacific Northwest primarily due to fuel loading within forest. Our concern is that many decisions have not included our input. At this time it is evident that the forest needs thinning and failure to start with the older trees that could be easily marketed is not being practiced. The young trees 80-120 years old need harvested and removed from the forest to log mills for processing first. These are marketable and should be treated as such.  Their size around should not be considered but trees healthy, diseased, or burnt from ranging forest fires need harvested for Americans to build with US forest products. What we see is that the forest service is not doing this but cutting and piling and then slash burning the younger trees. Making no attempt to do anything with them, just stacking and burning. This is wrong. Then leaving the 80-120 old trees standing and calling them old growth. Old growth is defined clearly as trees older than 200 years old. Supporting silviculture practices should be logging out the trees younger than 200 years. Brushing the land and thinning then needs done. 

The forest floor needs opened to allow plants for animals to feed on. Big animals need large areas to graze on and this is rarely considered why the need for clear space. These clear spaces need to be within the forested areas. Our preferred method would simply be mechanical logging using the latest technology that provides good stewardship of the lands managed within this project. It is important the if logging is done that it is replanted within a very few years. The youngest trees are the fastest growing and can out carbon the air daily better than an old growth tree. 

After and during a silviculture procedure wildlife is addressed for leaving cover for protection from weather and giving birth to young. This we support but not the entire forest as some will contend. 10 elk will not go and have babies in a large patch, but mothers will single themselves out and find a small patch that she can control and have her baby.  Patches of heavy foliage needs left here and there, but 30x30 (just a very small area) patch that have small openings in the middle. Open areas around the dense undergrowth patches so feed can grow for all the big animals. This is needed and for some reason it is never addressed fully.  

Every Silviculture management ROD that we have seen written includes hundreds of miles of old roads, user created routes and the re-decommission of Level I and even some Level II roads. This will not be supported by the PNW. There are lots of reasons giving trumped up for these closures but we the motorize community need every foot of these old natural roadways. To find a road that with only you on it is becoming more and more hard to find. It must be understood that many are not looking for a Level 5-Level 3 road with others zipping by but a narrow Level I or Level II road that we hope will be ours for the moment. The fact there may be one ¼ mile (or closer) away is ok. It is the old less traveled road that many seek. The adventure begins as it slowly winds through the forest going particularly nowhere. If we happen to meet another enjoying their personal adventure, we make way allowing each of us to continue where the outdoor experience ventures. 

We will not support any road closures and would go a step further if any new roads need to be built, we ask that the USFS consult the OHV community for consideration. Many times a new road that would be used in silviculture or roads built to fight fires may route to an even better way through the forest. If the motorized users find them usable, they will be easy to add to a growing network of motorized routes. 

We support instead of burning wood materials that it be considered for biomass or chips. The chips can be used on the forest floor, removed by contractors for many commercial uses, and to control dust on roads, camping areas, trailheads parking, etc. These chips do not need to be cleaned but the entire wooded mass can become useful within the forest or marketable.

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies state that there will be no discrimination for any reason. It is our concern these guidelines are not being followed within US National Forest lands.  It is apparent that the elderly, disable and the sick have every right to enjoy the forested lands. Many have no ability to walk and their only access to view all parts of this forested project area is in a motorized vehicle. It is understood that there are areas for viewing for many reasons but the forest itself is not open to those who cannot or with limited abilities to walk. The value of outdoor recreation is the forested lands themselves. The lack of walking can be simulated by using old roads and ways in a motorized OHV of choice. Slowly driving through with the window down or maybe an open cockpit or if lucky enough astride a quad. The smell of the forest is very strong in the air, the filtered sunlight through the young or maybe even an old growth tree here and there touches the skin for a moment. An occasional forest animal can be seen and the smile of the elderly and disable will enable for them to remember the day for a while or a lifetime. Many of us enjoy driving/riding through the trees 200 years and older but for some reason there are very few routes amongst the old growth trees. Why? This needs to be changed. 

It is our concern that the Carbon River Project will not understand how important this is to all the citizens using this area. Now they will not be able to walk into the wilderness but the ability for them to drive or be driven to all parts of this area is very important. Access to all existing roads, way, routes user created or on purpose is necessary for a long-time goal which allows all elderly, disabled and sick to use as much as possible. Not just parking lots but actually being able to drive for hours if capable slowly without being dusted out by those who care not. Driving a grandparent slowly from place to place. It is also important that the disable have and can legally hunt from a vehicle just not on main roads. For those disabled veterans it is an outstanding moment being able to hunt similarly to those long treks on foot they once were able to do. Please understand this alone requires hundreds of miles of Level I and Level II roads open to singular OHV travel.

We have been directly involved with stream crossing for well over 40 years. Region 6 sent out from Portland office and supervised and worked hand-in-hand with the members of the PNW. We have and are crossing many wetlands, streams that trickle year around and ephemeral streams that rarely have actual water in them. In the US Forest Service Handbook it shows how to build and maintain these creek crossings. Sometimes water runoff can change the crossing and will need rebuilt yearly after each winter and spring wet season. It is an annual event that is part of our OHV trails and roads in the Pacific Northwest. Our concern is that SNF will not understand this is a natural and recurring event and it is costly but needed to keep roads and trails open to the OHVs.  It will not change, and roads and trails are needed and need repaired quickly. The PNW can help with this if needed.  Again it is important to point out we need every road that is within this project area open for motorized use. Closure of any road to motorized use is not acceptable. 

As pointed out at many public meetings and SOPA that every road is important to someone. The importance of having every road open from Level 5-Level 1 can be seen by how long it took fire crews to get to the fire particularly in the last 3 years. It is written in almost every fire report that the lack of roads was the main reason the fire got out of control so quickly. There is no time to bulldoze fire lines through closed roads and tenders and fire crews watch helplessly as the once small fire turns into an out-of-control inferno. 

There is not time to re-find what once was a road to get emergency aid to a victim that is dying. If you do not understand this the challenge is to take four people one mile into the forest and carry an unconscious person with no roads being used and scrambling through the dense underbrush is darn near impossible. It is exhausting to those attempting the rescue and the victim will most likely be deceased long before a road is found. Without access to roads lifesaving aid may be delayed for hours and provided too late.

Search and Rescue can and do use every road, trail and open route to look for those lost and an hour in finding a person alive is achieved by open roads for OHVs. From small single OHVs to loads of searchers is how they move about getting close to the lost person.  Again there is no way to emphasize, explain or show what a lost person’s emotions are when a roadway is found. Chances are extremely increased to being found if tracks or them can be found on the road. 

On every road that is used, even occasionally or those used repeatedly will become a fire break. Each of these roads just mentioned will be easier to open up (widen) by fire crews where minutes count in taming a wildfire from becoming an inferno. There are two primary reasons for keeping roads and the first is getting to the fire and enforcing the fire line with equipment and crews. Just as important to build and holding a fire line is the ability to get equipment and humans out of the fire if over ran very quickly. Every dead-end road needs widened or at least foliage remove to enable a fire tender to turn around to get out or resupply itself with equipment and water. 

The population of the United States is growing each year. It is our concern that the roads, routes, and trails system within SNF is not growing. Forcing more and more people to continue using the same system over and over is degrading the exact outdoor experience each desire. The Level 5-Level 3 roads get all the maintenance which allows more humans to get into the forest but then where do they go. What is the outdoor experience camping next to a Level IV road and getting dusted out repeatedly and the continues sounds of traffic zooming by. If the population has increased 50% then the Level II and Level I roads must increase by the same percentage. That is a major concern of ours. There appears to be absolutely no increase in new roadways, trails, routes, and ways through this forest to accommodate all the increasing OHV use. Instead of increasing the area of use it seems SNF is trying to stop or control the OHVs using this area. This needs to be reversed as the OHVs are going to continue to increase in forested areas. We love the forested areas and so many more OHVs can be camped in, tow a small camp trailer, rigs of every type overlanding throughout the USFS. Each day forward this is increasing and the demand for areas to use motorized OHVs will not decrease with the population growing. Sales for OHVs increase yearly and the USFS lands is where the majority of them will go and the SNF must find new lands to access for motorized users. 

Dispersed camping must increase as so many just want a quiet spot with no dust or sounds of the city. From individuals to large family gatherings, just a spot removed from others.  More lands within the SNF need to be opened for the new users continuously.  

Our example is Evans Creek that the PNW worked so hard to build. The current trails are being overused. Not only maintenance to existing trails but new trails need to be built for the increased use yearly. Trails opened for all OHVs not trails defined by 30 or 50 inches but trails that are currently much wider. So many families are choosing to use four door OHVs. There are so many reasons they have become popular in the last ten years. Four door 4X4, SXS and SUV in many cases are running trails that were never built for them but now the trails are being widened by them. Many others would be using them but trees, road overhang, trails cut into the forest floor etc. will experience body damage most likely. These latter will use every other existing road within SNF but camp at Evans Creek. 

When this popular OHV area was created a club of 6 two door jeeps (very few SUVs) would spend the weekend. There was no one else there except a few bikes and maybe a quad or two. This is no longer true, yet there has been no expansion of the existing trails for the many current users. All OHVs need a trail system at Evans Creek, or the adjoining forested land will feel the impact of their use. In many cases this will be without or care of proper OHV use on public lands. The logic is if there is no existing trail, or it is overused and is impassable to a new rig then a new trail will be smashed through the forested lands. As we have witnessed lately a decent roadway is torn up and is no longer passable for passenger car travel.   

The PNW supports the rebuilding and maintenance of the bridge on road 7810 across the Carbon River. Without this bridge many motorized OHVs will not be able to access east of the river. It is important to understand those going to trail heads will be in a motorized vehicle even for non-motorized use within SNF.  Again it is our concern that proper silviculture practices will not be able to occur without motorized access and the forest will be neglected and become fuel laden within a very few years.  Also it is important for all fire crews, emergency crews, and search and rescue crews and their equipment need access across the bridge. Many times it is not days, hours but minutes to render aid or stop a fire. It would not be reasonable to not to rebuild this bridge for continued motorized use.  

Thank you for allowing us to express our concerns. Looking forward to the next comment period.

Randy Drake Oregon State Executive Director of the Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association  

 
902 S.E. North Bend Way, Bldg 1
North Bend, WA 98045
425-783-6055
comments-pacificnorthwest-mtbaker-snoqualmie-snoqualmie@usda.gov
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