Comments on Forest Service Cooke City Fuel Reduction Project 

[bookmark: _GoBack]First of all, I would like to thank Mike Thom and his staff for taking the time to conduct a tour of the Project on 7/23/24.

I have been amazed at the wildlife that travels behind my cabin that borders unit 37 in your plan.  I am concerned that the mechanical fuels reduction you are planning will open up roadways or pathways for people bikers, side by sides, horses, ATV’s, etc. to travel that same area and ruin the path for wildlife. I have a trail cam on a deer path behind my place that has recorded pine marten, snow shoe rabbits (lynx food), fox, deer, moose, black bear, grizzly bear, wolves and wolverine in the last 2 years.

My theory is that these animals use my property and the Forest Service land as a travel corridor around the base of Republic Mountain and that thinning and especially downfall timber removal will allow other uses even if you try to restrict those uses.  As an example, a portion of the Bannock trail washed out, but that didn’t stop people from trespassing behind no trespassing signs and opening up a new road on private property. The amount of deadfall along the base of Mineral Mountain (Units 111, 112, 98 and 37-40), essentially prevents hiking, biking, atv and side by side use and allows unfettered wildlife passage.

Many years ago, I had a master falconer’s license, and I took a goshawk chick from a nest in the Pryor Mountains (with a permit).  She would scream when she was hungry so I am very familiar with what they sound like.  I am sure I heard the scream of a goshawk youngster walking along the Bannock Trail in the Unit 37,98, 112 or 38 areas. I know from experience that they are private secretive birds that don’t like people. They are also beautiful birds and amazing hunters with explosive speed and jaw-dropping agility. I see that they are afforded special protection in your regulations and I would urge you to survey this area for their nest. I also know from my experience that these nests are difficult to find.  In my case I only knew when I was close to the nest when the parents started to attack me.
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.
Tom Nelson
