The main stories...

Heat dome brings extreme temperatures to Fast

What kappened

An-upusually early beat wave scorched the
Midwest and. Northeast this weelk, bréaking
temperature: records from Michigan to Maine
‘and aupuring 2 sweltering surmimer that may
prove the hottest in recorded history. Asa
heat-dome settled over the eastern U.S., some
270 millionr Americans baked urider 90-phis
degree temperarures—135 to 20 degrees above
‘historical norsas—with heat index readings.
expected totop 100 in mariy locdtions, The
National Weather:Service issued its first-ever
excessive heat warting in northern Maisie,
where terriparatures were expectéd to reach
96 degrees, while Chicago broke a daily temperature record as it hit
97 degrees. The heat dome—a high-pressiire systemithat trags dirin
placeand bales it with sunshing for:days-on end—follows record-
breaking temperatures earliex this month in parts-of California:and
the Southwest, Meteorologists forecast that this suminier may be hot-
terthan that of 2023; which itself was the Northern Hemisphere's
bottest in 2,000 yéars. ' '

In Cilifornia, firefighters battied at least six major wildfires. In
Northern Califoraia, firefighters fought a blaze that spread-over
nealy 16 square miles; another fice north of Los Angelesiforced the
evacuation of 1,000 people-and scotched more than 15,000 acres.
“It’s very early fora fire of this magnitiide,” said LA, County Fire'
Deparmment spokesman Graig Little, Meanwhile, in southern Flor-
ida, cleanup was underway after severe storms dumped more than
20 inches of rain in 48 hours. Neighborhoods int Miami, Fort Lau-
derdile, and othet cities were left waist-deep in water: The aftermath
“looked like the beginning of a zombie:mavie,” said Miartii fow-
truck driver Ted Rico: “Every year. it’s just getting worse™

Whiat the columnists said

Heat waves don’t “topple buildings” or flood cities; but they’re
federal disasters:and should be treated as such, said Marl Gongloff
in Bloomberg. More than 30-environmental and health groups

-and trade unfons petitioned the Federal Emergency Management.
‘Agency this week 0 classify heat waves as-disasters qualifying for
federal relief, and “the agency should listn.” Exereme heat is:a killer
that contributed to the deaths of a record 2,300 Americans last year.
Federal disaster. money would help local governments to build cool-

Trying ta cool:down i

ing centers, reach out to vulnerable. citizens,
-_and_-'more, saving “countless lives.” '

In Flotidd, “the rain‘has become political;”
. said Lori Rozsa in The Washingtosn Post. The
science is-clear: A warmer afmosphere holds
* more moisture; leading to mote raid and
~ moreextreme weather events: But Republi-
--can Gov. Rotr DeSantis pushed back against
thee:idea thar climaté change helped fuel the
Tecent storin, saying the downpour “is not
unprecedented.” Last month, DeSantis signed
* a bill that eliminates reférences to climiate
. change from state documents; “We-don’t
want-our enexgy policy driven by climaté ideology,” he said.

Washingion, D.C,

‘Meanwhife, “Miami is entering a state of unreality,” said Mario
Algjandro Ariza in The Atlantic. Meteorologists call last week’s
storm “a once-in-200-years'event,” but it’s the fourth such deluge to

swamp the region in-as many years. And as “the seakeeps rising,”
sunny-day flooding has inczeased fourfold since 1998, Miami has
spent-millions of dollars to install pumps and otherwise upgrade
its infrastructure, but as conditions worsen, it scems less and less
equipped to ward off “creepirig catastrophe”

“Climate-alarm bells” aze ringing everywhere, said Tshaan Tharoor

in The Washington Post. Pre-sumner heaywaves have “already
slammed disparate stretchés of the planet, from Bangkok to
Barranquilla.”In Asia, temperanires rocketed‘as high as 120 degrees
Fahrenheit “in.an arc from the Philippines to India.” A decade ago,

scientists put the-odds of the plariet warming 2.7 degrees highes

than in preindustrial times—*“the threshold that spells climacfic
disaster”—by 2020 at nearly zero. Now the odds of that happening:

by 2028 are estimated-at 8 in 10.

Remember this in November said Paul Waldman in MSNBC. cosr,
President Biden has taken unprecedented action against climate
change, enacting over 100 new environmental regulations and pass-
ing legislation that boosts clean-energy and:more. A President Donald
Trump would roll back that projress. Biderl’s “climate fanaticism will
need a whole-of-government unwinding,” declarés Project 20235, the
blueprint for a stcond Trump term, deafted by his allies: As-the-globe
broils, climate denialism “is no longer tenable.” Now Amefican
voters “have’ta decide whether they want to:do:anything about it.”

- wasn't all bad

= Daniel'Wrightarid Gaar Lalisman
weraata Cp[or_acloﬂiver;bea_ch;i_n
Uah when they saw.a 4C-year:old
marvarthis two children, ages8

- and10;fall Into the water when thelr

" kayak capsized, Lausmai quickly got,
onto his pagdieboard dnd went after

* the two kids—one of whomhad been
flipgied face downby his flotationde-
vice. After rescuing the kids, Lausman:

+ saw thattheir dadhad been swept
dewnstream. Fortunately, Wiight then
arrivied onhis jet'ski and manager
to reach the father, who was nearly
undenwater. Both fatfier-and:kids got’
back o shorewith no serious injuries.

@ Seven Przewalski's horses are

once againréaming in their native .
Kazakhgtan for the first timein 200
years. Horses:are Siought to have
béeri domesticated i the central

Asia region about 5,500 yearsago,
but hunting and road construc-.

tiory neariy:drove these aniinals to
axtinction i the wild inthe 1960s;
The foitr mares from.Berlin arid two.
mares and.a stallion from Prague.
were fransported on'a 30-haur plane.
jourriey. Over the next five years, -

40 horses will be transported there.
“This 1s the beglining of.a wholg iew.
chapter in the story of the tast wild
horse onthe planet,” said the Prague
zoosdirector. '

' said Jenny Kiratil, telr lead
‘handier. “Thete issomething
~about loskingntea dofliey’s
eyesthat'svery theérapeutic”
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