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4,000 Miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails in Montana. 

FWP web page updates Freezout waterfowl count 

E ach year in late winter, photogra­
phers and bird watchers thrill to the 
sight: of snow goose "tornadoes" ris­

ing up from Freezout Lake, about 20 miles 
northwestofGreatFalls.Butthespectacleis 
wi"tnessedonly bythosewhosbowup on the 
right days. 

Tens of thousands of migrating ducks, 
geese, tundra swans, and other birds pass 
through this area on,theirway to northern 
nesting grounds. The lake and surroundmg 
barley fields provide -an essential pit.stop for 
re,tingandrefuelingduringthelongjoumey. 

Because the birds stay only a few weeks, 
visitors need to knowwhatstagethemigration 
isinbeforemakingthedrivetoFreezoutLake 

1/Ml#M 

Wildlife Management.Area {WMA). 0n aVE 

age, the last week of March sees the largE 
number of migrating waterfowl, but that c 
changeduetostQnnSandotherweather. 

FWPhasanewwebpagethatincludesda 
Freezout Lake updates dncing spring and f 
nrigrations. Thep,gealsoincludesinfumurti 
on ~e 'WMl¥s history and management, 
well as hunting, wilillilewatc!ring, anduapp; 
opportunitiesandadetai1edmap. 

Toviewtbe page, visit:lwp.mt.gavandcl 
on the Conservation tab at the top. From 1 

menu on the left, select "WMP.B, 'It thenseru 
for 11FreezoutLakeWMA." On.theFreez< 
Lake WMA page, clicl< on the "Freezoutt, 
WMAStmyMap"linkunderthephoto.m 

State climatologist predicts even warmer days ah.ea, 

Dr;KelseyJencso, state climatologist 
with the Montana Climate Office, 
believes that by 2069, some areas 

of Montana can expect up to five more 
weeks of above-90-degree days each year. 

fluctuations, Jencso told the C9filerence, 
ganized by the Montana League ofWon 
Voters. He also said: 
► Total precipitation from spring :rains • 
increased by L3-2 indles peryearin east 
Montana,"and declined by 0.9 inch in WI 

em.Montana. 
During a Zoom conference on climate 

change this past November, Jencso 
explainedhisprediciion byp ointing 

'l: "F ou_t that. over the past 65 years, the 
► By mid-century, computer moc 
predict a-5~degree temperature 
crease in eastern and north-cen 
Montana and a 4-degree increas 
central and western Montana--

state's temperature has increased 
0.42degteeper decade while the na­
tional average is 0.26 per decade. 
That's.an increase of2.7 degrees in 
the past 65 years, which is also above 
the national average. 

The greater rate of change .is due 
to Montana's higher altitude, mak­
ing it more sensitive to temperature 

► Also tJy mid-century, eastern :M 
tana is expected to have 39 n; 
days above 90 ·degrees each y 
and western Montana Will see l 
15 additional da:ys. of 90-deg 
plus temperatures. 11 


