.ach year in late winter, photogra-
phets and bird watchers: thnlltothe-
sighit of snow goose “tornadoes” s
ingup from Fréezout Lake, about 20 miles
~ northwest of Great Falls. But the spectacleis
witnessed only by those who showup onthe
right days. '

Tens of thousands of migrating ducks,
. peese, tundra swans, and othier birds pass-
‘through this area on their way to northern
nesting grounds:: The lake.and. surmundmg
barley fields provide an éssential pitstop for
r.esbngandreﬁzelmg duringthe longjoumey.
Because the birds stay only a: few weeks,

FWP web page updates Freezout

wildlife: ManagememArea (WMA). O ave
age, the last week'of March sees the large
menber of migratini waterfow, but fhat &
FWPhas anewweb page that includesda
‘Freezout Lake vpdates duxing spring and f
migiations. The pagealso mcudes informati
on the WMA's history and management,
well asfmnting, widlife watching, and trappi
opportrities end a detailed map. _
Toviewthe pags; visit fwp.mi govand ot
onfne Conseivation tab at the' 6. From 1
memuontheleft, select’ WMAs,”ﬂwnsem
for “Freezout Lake WMA" On the: Freez:
I.akeWM. A.Page, c]mkonﬁle Eree-m. __ut_L:.-
WA Story Map” Hink urider the photo. &

y 7 Kelsey Jencso, state climatologist
mththe Montana Climate Office,
" Believes that by 2069, some areas.
- of Méntana ¢an expect up to five more
* weeks of abiove-90-degrée days each year.
During’a Zoom conference on climate
* change this past November, Jencso
" explamedluspredxcﬁm by pointinig
gt that, over the past 65 yeass, the
state’s tempetature has mcreased
- 0.4248egree per decade while the na-
_ ‘tional avérage is0.26 per.decade.
' That’s'an increase of 2.7 degrees in.
.the past 65 yedrs; whichi is also above
. the national average.
The greater rate.of change is due
to Montana's higher altitude; mak-
ingit more sensitive to temperature
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Statecﬁmat@l%is'&@mdmts even warmer days ahea

fuctuations, Jencso told the conference;
ganized by the Montana League of Won-
Voters. He-alzo 5aid:

» Total precipitation for spring rains
increased byl.3-2inches per yearin east
Montanaand declined by 0.9 inch isiw:

em-Mgnt_ana._
. » By mid-century, computermoc
Foo
predict aiS-degree temperature -
P creasé ineastérnand north-cen
B9 Montanaand a4-degree ificieis
=0 centraland westexn Montania.
§5550 + Alst by mid-centiry;eastérn M
=0 anais expected to have 39w
55, '

days above 90 degree each y
and western Montana.will see &
15 additional days of 90-deg:
phus tempéra:a‘:eis'.- &
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