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Biologists track owls to save homes from logging 
Great grays fitted with GPS backpacks to learn about habits, numbers. 

By Mike Koshmrl, Jackson Hole, Wyo. 
July 31, 2013 

Perched partway up a twisted pine, a great gray owJ 
stared at a white mouse that had nowhere to run. 

The mouse, tet'1ered to the ground by an alligator clip, 
was planted by Craighead Beringia South biologists 
hoping to catch the female Strix nebulosa, which sm 
nearby panting. it was an easy meal, and the great gray 
had a clear line of sight on the critter, but she seemed not 
to give a hoot. 

"Right when we arrivc:d, she fed the fledgling a vole," 
said Beth Mendelsof',..'1, who'd been tracking the owl 
since sunup, •"This bird seems a littie more spooky than 
m.ost.~' 

Mendelsohn., along with Katherine Gura and Bryan 
Bedrosian. had hoped to ne1 and then fix a GPS­
equipped backpack to t.'1.e great gray. The team had 
managed to fix hackpacks to five great grays this 
summer . 

Craighead Eeringia South htologist Bryan 
Bedrosian lets a captured gray owl spread 

its wings to allow a newly-attached tracking 
d::vice w H.!o;k imc ifs fe(][hers near Red Top 

lvieadows. Bedrosian has beenputting 
m:rnsmitters and ID bands on several o·wls in 

order to study rhe birds' home range, 
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usually solar-powered, and thafs an issue because owls are most active at night. 

The nv,,-1-catchi-n!2 Cl'ew came up ernmy-handed. The fornale. ·vvhich was caring for a lone offaprin12. saw 
"-' ' . ~- '-' 

through the biologists' ploy. 

"".Some hirds are like, 'yeah, nic~ try."'·· Bedr0sian, 8erlngia South's avian program director, said after 
gwing up. 

Beriv.gia South. based in Kelly. is in the rcliddle of the Erst gre::o.t gray o,,vt research proJect io Jackson 

hrtp ./ 1u~-rng4 _mail.yahoo, com/neo/launch? .rand=akhhc 7k 7lqi 14 



Bde in nvo decades. Biol.ogis1s Susan Patla, whh the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Dep~--tment, and Kerr; 
Murphy, with the Bridger-Teton National Forest, are 
collaborators. Funds have come from a state of 
Wyoming wildlife grant, the Community Foundation of 
Jackson Hole., Four Seasons Hotel and Resorts and 
Ecotour Adventures, 

Locally, little is knov,m about the species. Numbers, 
home ranges- it's all unkno"vn territory~ Bedrosian 
said. 

What is known is that there aren't many great grays. 

'"'We found very fe-,,v owls," Bedrosiar1 said, recaihng a 
winter of combing the mountains from Grand Teton National Park to t.½.e Snake River. '"There just isn't 
ihat many nests." 

·Meanwhile, the Teton to Snake Fuels Management Project, a wildfire reduction plan that will thin 
crlI!ca] oid-grm.-vth hahi-rat, 10.Drns. Curs. thinning and limbing is_proposed in some ofrhe h!rds' prime 
range in the Bridger-Teton National Forest 

The plan is designed to rrotect private property and t0 allow narnral fires to hurn in the nearby Palisade::; 
Wiidemess Study Area_ 

The Forest Service has pledged to pm a buffer around t1te home ranges of great grays arid -other 0\,1,,-! 

species, Bedrosian said. As a result his team of biologists has been going "gangbusters" trying to find 
nest sites. 

At 6 a.m. four days farer, the biologists \vere tack Wfu7'dering the woods near Red Top Meadm.vs. 

Bedrosian hooted. 

"fvfy cail must not he that had -it scre>.:ving up hoth the girls." he said. 

n °"'~h·,, ,,,.,..,,~J"sed ;,., c'I ,~,,,,."'"' ,,~o,"' r,ned '"ith ],,one" mcn-'fi<1·me•t-"i-'nlno 'in,,. t•r,'K t·n,,, "'la•e ,,-'~t'ne ; , l:''-' , ;..J,<.-,'1, ~ ,., c.:. ., --~" --~-. , v,·._,, .. U. } ,., . <!. ,I L:-; ,., _ I"".- <r •- !'" -.. ! _ ·-
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tethered mouse. It's name was Peppermint. 

.,,..., J .I' }' r ,l' / • i j I l 1 • • ,. 1 "d --, ' T l ,--l ! n . ' . • , nS.nK;u,,y , u1u.n t ,·,ave Lo laCK e ner tt11s tim,;;, nc: sa1 . ··Lasl time, nau. tv ao a, vms ,car, as 1! D:Ot 
• ~ - . -

off rhc trap.,. 
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"Perperrrdnt ,_;vorked," Gura said. 

TI1e gte.al gtay, whose beady yel!uw eyes were covered \ViLh a ball .;ap. was a healthy Lvvv-poun<l fernale. 

f ne hird looked much ia:ger. hut that'$ because she \yq;:,. all fluff. 

°'TI1ere\; i,~~t ,SO nHmy f'.:.ather:;t Bt<lro;:-;ian sai<l. "T'm:v appear lar~er ln :,:;ze Lha.11 a ~real horned owl, hui.. - - , -- ~ '-
a great horned 0\:,.1) is quite a bit bigger actually." 

,.....,_ ',., • _,,. h~' .• ~· -~,·, u-reat grays are a norea, rnrest spec1e~ anu aon ·t venture muc .. mrtner snrn:11 tnan JacKson ,-;o,e 1n tne 
Northern Rockies. Warming climates figure to shift their ranges north and uphilL Bedrosian sail. 

'"'They a.re an extremely heat-in1oierant ;::_pecies.?' he said. 

Afo::i' !"ll.Ci:i::;Utcrnerlh, a.nd blood samoJe~ were ttlk.en, the captive owl vvas fi:s;_td v,·lth i.Yvo ID bands. . ~ 

Somewhere in the proce;:;."l a r.a.?.0r-sharp tafon punctured the v,_rehhing between ti.,..,-0 cifBedrnsian's 
fingers, and blood trickled. 

Ti,e Lrao:;Dt.iLkr weigh:, just 30 g:rarns, equivalent tll 'Jess tha...t 3 percent of her 'vveighL 

"We're ri-ght art-he edge ()fwha:r technofogy can do for 0wk:::/' Becl-rosi.an $aid. 

After she was relea:;ed. Lhe greal gray, now No- A8, settled onto a pen.::h 30 reel up anJ 100 or ;;u feet 
away_ 

She stark:tl pit:k.in;;. a,t Lhe lureii-1.n strans that SecureJ the tn,msmltter, oau::;im_1_ m{>:::;tlv to peer do· .. vr; al lhe 
C.. - ;· r, 'CO ~ 

Hofogi~s-

Little doe;; :;he know lhat the <la.la lhe team will gl~dn from her annoying. new uutfo ½ill belp -;:;a\11,;. her 
soon-to-he mapped hnme range_ 

The area ·ar~Jilt'i<l. her nes1 :::;ite._ Bedrosian ;;al.d. had been :shtttd for lreatmem under the Bridg~r-T ttun \ 
wildfire plan_ 


