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Biologists.frack owls to save homes from logging

'G-reatﬁgm}*ﬂ-ﬁzted with GPS backpacks o learn about habits, numbers,

By Mike Koshmrl, Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Jily 31, 2613

Perched pattway up a twisted pine, a great gray owl
stared ar a white mouse that had siowhere 1o Tun.

The mouse, tethered to the ‘ground by an alligator clip,
was planted by Craighead Beringia South biologists
hoping to caich the female Strix nebultsa, which sat
nearby panting. [t was an gasy meal, and the great. gray
had a.clear line of sight on the critter, but she seemed not
fry give a hoot.

“Rightwhen we arrived, she fed the ficdgling a vole)”
satd Beth Mendelsohn, whe’d been tracking the ow!
since sunup. “This bird seems a liftle more spooky than
most.”

NMendelsohn. along with Katherine Gura and Bryan
Bedrosian, had hoped to et and then fix a GPS-
equipped backpack to-the great gray. The team had
managed 10 fix. backpacks to five great grays this
SUmmer.

! 'lx:x'* are Somse ot the 111‘\?? aiemromc-ufv fraciked owig in the “\if'orm. rieG.i‘C’q 1]

Craighead z:f::rmau Sedth Hiologist Bryan
Bedrosion lels a capmrﬂa gray- owf spregd:
its wu’f% 2 _u.IzG VWl FiE Wl}"“u;ma{. Led & ucn.rrzg
Mead"w:c Bedrosian hus been putting
franswiitery and 1D bands on severdl owd.
.om‘er 1o study the birds ~home range.
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S reacikers are

usually solar-powered. and that’s an issue because owls are most active at mght.

The owi-catching creWw cameé tip empry -hand

through the biologists” ploy

\:r.:ha' 1, nice 1y, * Bédrosian, ;-ﬂ.e;-mmd “mm S avian mr FOZTAT director; s4i 1 gﬁe?"‘

“Some birds are Tike,
CIVIng up.
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ed. The female, which was cariing for a lane aﬁﬁgpri.ng',_.-saw
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Hale in oo decades. Riclogists Susan Patla, with the
Wyoming Garmié and Fish Department, and Kerry
Murphy,; with the Bridger-Teton National Forest, are
collaborators. Furds have come from a state of
Wyomimg wildlife grant, the Community Foundation of
Jackson Hole, Four Seasons Hotel and Resorts and
Ecotour Adventures,

Locally, little is known abourt the species. Numbers,
home tanges —— it’s all unkndwn temitory, Bedrosian
said.

‘What is known is that there aren’t many great grays.

“We tound very few owls.” Bedrosian said, recdlling a - - o
winter of combing the mountains from Grand Teton National Park to the Spake River. “There just isn't
that many nests.”

Meapwhile, the Teton 10 Snake Fuels Management Pr‘oje’ct -a wildfire reduction plan that will thin
critical oid-growih hahiiar, loome. Curs, thinning and Himbing is proposed'in some of the birds™ prime
range in the Bridger-Teton National F orest,

The nian is deésighed o protect nrivate praperiy and t oW aargtal fires i hurn iy the nearby Palisades
Wildemess Studv Area.

The Forést Service has pledged to put a-bufer arcund the horae rahges. of great grays and other owl
species, Bedrosian said. As a result his team of biologists has been going “gangbusters” trying 1o find
nest sites.
At 6aan. four days later, the biologists were back wandering the woods near Red Top Meadows,
Bedrosian hooted.

“NMiy call must not be thar bad — it screwing up hoth the oiris. he said.
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On the second take the

brologisis opied o switch vapiure echiigues.

A gerbil gnciosed in @ resh cagc:-‘zineﬁ with Tooped monofilament fishing line took the piace of the

tethered mouse. It's name was Péppermint.
Juse shy of two howrs vty the séarch the groun onee again found the mother grear gray.

"Sht)‘fl'ﬁ' thirealter, thoy caughl her

didn’s have (o-tackle her thils time,” he said. “Last ime T had to do a Oving t2ap as itgot

ot the Beringla South teamn, bt they 411 seernied ensrgized.
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“Peppermint worked™
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The great gray., whose beady yeltow eyes were covered with a balt cap, was a healiby lwo-pound female,

The hird lookead much larger, it thar’s becanse she was ail fuff
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great horned owl is gquite a b

The glumage s fora reason.
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Grest grays are a horeal forest species and don’ venture much fafther south than Jackson Faie in the
Northem Rockies. Warming climates figure to shift their ranges north and uphill, Bedrosian said.

“They are an exteemely heat-inoierant species.” he said.
After wwasurements.and blood samiples were tlken, the captive vwl was fixed With two I bands.
Remewhete in the peneess a razpr-sharp tafon punciured the webhing between two of Bedrosian’s

fingers, and blood trickied.

The team then began
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ray with the GPS hackpack.
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The transatiicr weighs hust 30 grams, equivalent to less than 3 percent of her weig g,

1t af the edge of whar technolagy can do for owls,” Bedrosian said.
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After she was veleased, the greai gray, now No. AR seitled onto s perch 36 feel up and 100 or so feet

She stasted picking i the foreign straps that sécured the transmiiter, pauSing mus,uv 10 peer down at the

HE

Little does she Knaw (nal the daia ine tearm will glean from her ainoying new Dullit wild
soon-te-he mapned home ¥ rangs.

belp save her

The areaarvund et nest site, Bedrostan said, bad beervstated for reatment under the Beidger-Teton’s
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