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Yhe first national inventory of old:growth and
mature forestson federal larids was completed this.
& spritig in response to:Executive Order 14072, issued
by Prestdentjoseph Biden on Earth Day 2022. The forest
inventory report éstimates that public lands managed by
the Forest Service and the BLM are home to more than:
178 miilion acres of forest, ini':”'lu'd'ing_f. meore than 32 million
acres of old-growth forests (18%) and about 80 miilion acres
_of mature forests (45%). Forest Service lands account for
24.4 million aeres of old-growth forest and 67.4 million
acres-of mature forest, according to the report. While the
fotest inventory represents a needed stafting point, a close
reading of the report provides fittle motivation for breaking
out the champagne. .
The forest inventory is based on information-compiled
by the Forest Serviee’s Forest Inventory and Analysis
{FIA) program, which beganin 1930 and defines forest
land as “currently or recently having at least 10 percent
canopy cover and atleast 1 acre in size.” Asthe federal
forest inventory was being prepared, two dther studies of
-mature and old-gtowth forests- were published, as noted
by the federal report: “The Federal estimate 15 larger

Growth Forest inventory

‘than DellaSala et al. (2022) and Barnett et al, (2023) when
comipared at equivalent scale [excluding Alaska] ... more
than 104 million acres as compared to 53 miillion actesand

59 million acres respectively.” The federal report atuributes

these differences to “differing goals and methodologies.”

How the mgt_hoclologié'S' différis unclear as the
methodology used to define mature forests for the federal
mventory is not revealed.in the report. To define old-
growth forests, “the.agencies decided in late fall 1o apply
existing structuiral old-growth.dehnitions as currenﬂ}{
ma_intéined by each Forest Service region. These
definitions “were ficst developed in the early 1990s,” a time

‘when court decisions and éndangered species listings made
the agéncies wary: of classifying forests as old growth for
fear that they would be prevented from sell'i'rig_ the uiber.

Additionally, the:federal inventory repart states that the
estimnates of mature and old-growth forést acreage are

subject to a “68 percent confidence interval” — i€, the

nurpbers have a 32% chance of beiirg wrong.

Inintroducing the forest inventory findings, the report
states, “The initial inventory and definitions for old-growth.
and mature forésts are part of an verarching climate-
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. informed strategy to enharice carbon

sequestration-and address climate-
relatéd impacts; including insects,
disease, wildfire risk, and drought.”
The report concludes by reiterating
these points — L.¢,, the “next steps”
called for in Biden’s executive order.
In a statement annouricing the release

of the inventory report, Departmént

of Agricilnsre Undersecretary
Homer Wilkes repeated these talking
points: “Our forest ecosystems and '
communities are struggling o keep
up with the stresses of climate ¢hange,
whether it’s.fire, drought, or insect.
infestations, it is-clear that we miust
adapt quickly.”

While. h.tghhghtmg the risks
from these natural forces, neither
government officials nor the report
itself mentons logging asa threat
to mature and old-growth forests.
In fact, the motif established by
Biden’ executive order, woven irito-

-the inventory report, and reiterated

by officials like Wilkes, sets the stage

for accelerated logging activity
greenwashed as “wildfire mitigation” to

enhance “forest resilience.”
Comments from timber industry
representatives go further; suggesting
that the forest inventory was.a waste
of time a3 they push to hasten logging
for fire mitigation, which received d
massive infusion of cash through the
Infrastructure Investmient and Jobs
Actand the Bipartisan Infrastiucture
Law. The Federal Forest Resource
Coalition represents. cotipanies that
‘harvest timber-on federal land. The
industry coalitien’s executive director,
Bill Imbiergamo, commented on the

report: “The Forest Service’s most -

recent science shows that fire, insects
and other factors are leading to large-
scale losses in mature forests, not

timber harvest.... We hope the Forest

Serviee can get back to .-implemerif;i'ng

the billions of dollars Clongress

provided to protect our forests from
fires, bugs, and disease using proven
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Table i ~National total area {acres) of mature and old-growth forest [and®.on Forest Service and
BLM lands, shown by Congressionally designated land use allocations, “Other” category inclides

all remaining land use allecations.

" Total Forest

ﬁgén:‘s: ia '-E:: Use “',‘3;‘:;%2’ ”’?L‘&%‘i' c'aaitswisglﬁm- "ﬁ:’: l“‘.‘-af" Land
. acies gE%P i BE%Y: acies’
ForestSérvice | 52,505,613 1| 24,400,019 1 |B7,413,361 1] 144,318,393
Wiidemess® 9,937,704 2| 4194748| 3| 9336433 2| 923devisEs
Inventoried Roadless Area| 12:094,84 | 2! 118831 2 |16:076,585 2] 3728873
National Monuragnt. 243.652 15 88,470 26| 212917| a5 544,938
- Othier 30,229,50 1] 10999,871(  2(41,788:417 1| 83,017,797
BLM 13,212,781 2| 8,258,370 3[i2698778| 2| 3qtevser |
“Wildemess: | s891s2 10 494901) 11| 495283 11|  is7m.2e7
Widerness StudyArea | 1111718, 7| 1231592 7] es2s08] 8] a3mssiE
Naﬁg"atf°-“i?”é“°“ 575,650 10| sar7as 8f 7z7enz| ®]| 2141492
nds® ! i ! :
" Other 10,936,92 21 5694145 4|10493236) 3] 27123302
Total BLM &-.Fn:e'sisewice'! 85,718,364 | 32,858,350 4 (802124371 " 1| 178,488,850

* Forest fand inéludes areas meeting the FIA forest land definition, hstps:f/viww fia,fs.usda gov/. Sample area éxcludes 3.4 million
acres of forested land managed By the Forest Service and 27,5 milllion acres of goteritially forested land fanaged by the BLM in

A]aska,....

t-fieid plot m

Ation is.prohibited in A[nska. Parest Servige-wildémess areas and Interior Alaska have -

-nat vet be.m inventaticd by: I-‘IA Bi.:':' art in progress for fncIusmn in fulure inventories.
K SEs -percent samplifig erar. Estimate plus and mirnils:orie sa.mplmg efor glves 4 68 iercent confidence interval,

= Forest Service Wildemess includes both. Wlldemm and Wﬂdemess Smdy Areas. Natignal Cotservation Lands inéiude,
“‘Matienaf Monumcnt,'NauonnI Consma.tlonAma, and’ othermmﬂurde.mgmuons, collectively meferred té-as MM/NCAS:

Tabie from Mature and Old-Growth Forests, the federal forest inventory report,
showing estimated acreage of mature and old-growth forest on federal lands,

management techniques, like forest
thinning and the creation of fuel.
breaks.”

A growing hody of scientific
reséarch refiites Imbergarmo’s

staterrierit, and he goes on to make

demonstrably False statements: “On
many National Forests, partecularly:
those east of the Mississippi. River,
we have millions of acres of older
forest that are not producing quality

-wildlife habitat, sequestéring carbon,
‘or providing support for local forest-

based economids?

Ir conjunction. with the forest
Inventory report, the Forest Service
issued am advance notice of the
proposed rule for managing mature’
and old-growth forests. Published
in the Fédémf..ﬂegifzenf the notice
triakes cléar the timber industry’s
vested interestin t}}iﬁnmg'ft)re_sts'
and creating fue! breaks: “Harvests
designed to improve starid health and
resilience by reducing forest density

or rerroving trees damaged by inseet

or disease make up 86 percent of

[comumetcially harvested] acres ...
within the National Forest System.”
Andy Kerr has provided a
brief overview of all three recent
inventories of mature and old-growth
forestsin which he observes;, “The’
Forest Service and the BLM have
never wanted to know just how much
‘miature and old-growth (MOG) forest
they have, They have rightfully feared
that to map the MOG will lead to
protection of the MOG from logging.
“Back in the day, when old
growth first it the spotted owl fan,
the agencies assured the public '
that there was no shortage ofeld
growth. However, when pressed to
define and count its old growth, the
Forest Service:steadfastly refused '
to count and narrowly defined old--
growth Douglas-fir as-only the most
cathedral-like stands ... Ieaving.out the.
vast majority of old.—gmwth f(;_)re_st___s__
Now, armed with Bider’s. e'xec_ut-ive
order and flush with billichs ix funding
for wildfire-mitigation logging; the
agency has changed its tuné;




