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Ca! Fire burns next to Bald Eagle nest, eaglets die 

Bald eagle ddek, dead In M$t ~ after cat Fire Wl'ltrDI bum next to t1H, lll!St in 2021, Cal Fire has llfl't committed to stop bun,lng by the nest 
this year. Who would think it would be a problem tor public aseoms to a4ltere to laws that protettwihffife? 

'>'> RSS 
{/user/Defiance 

Canyon Raptor 

"'"""=ml) 

PUBLISHED TO 

Climate change impacts have been worsening for years, raising 
temperatures and exacerbating fire danger in California and the world. In 

many cases though, trees·and'oth(;!r plan~1are being treated as-enemies 
to be annihilated, rather than as ttie ecosy~ems that er:iable life on earth 
to exist. 

In California, both Cal Fire and PG&E are being given exemptions from 
lli!fianre canyon hptor any environmental review for their "fuel reduction" or "vegetation ,_, 
(/11Jop1nefiance,s,211C•nyon~tj• programs. In this time when thousands of scientists 

worldwide are screaming and waving red flags about biodiversiW and 
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climate catastrophe, the impacts of these projects are being ignored, 
particularly to wildlife and habitat. 
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Cal Rre burns next to Bald Eagle· nest, eaglets di!! 

Sbarethl~ 

artide 

* 
f 

.,, {h 

1kos.com%2Fstoiy%2F.20 

+Flre+bums+next+to+B-al 

What has happened over the past several years to a bald eagle nest east 
of Red Bluff, California illustrates what is occurring because of these 
exemptions from any oversight. The-f®rqf,fire,is,0beingexploitectto the 

•., .. ,•.•, - I, ' 

detriment of the natural. world; rather than substantive actions being 
implemented to reduce the emissions whi'.ch are causing climate disaster. 

f1wy 36, =t oflled lllirff. Tile~ lll!St ls totbe ~ (sotrtti 

smJ. 'l1lis 1s die roadside cal Fifi! MS: burned in n20 ~ 
2021wflentftil$gfeJWSt-oaup!ed. 'Jbenllsfittlf, IUSOQ 

to b"'11 heR,. illld m1ny reasons not to. 

The tagles'" net to'lll<! south or !be ~. <irded in red. 

l'ilreflt e.gle with JGlllll: e;iglet in front (l!a!e grqffl!ad) in nm tree, April 2022. 

Local residents have been watchiilg this nest since 2020. A photographer 
from Red Bluff was going out to the nest every day in 2021. At the end of 

May, the photographer saw a notice that there was going to be a control 
burn by the nest In a few days. She contacted a local ea_gle group, who 
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Cal Fire burns next to Bald eagfe nest, eagll'!ts die 

called Cal Rre to tell them about the nest Which was occupied by two 
young eaglets. The eagle group left a message and received a message 

back from Cal Fire saying their biologist ~id it was fine to be burning 
' near the nest. The eagle group called back to get the biologist's name, 

but received no answer then or later. It wasn't "frrie''. 

The burn was done on Jun~ 1st. This nest is approximately 100 feet down 
a ravine from the highway. The eaglets were probably only 6~7 weeks old, 

4 or 5 weeks from being able to fly. 

The photographer was standing next to the nest during the bum and 
taking photographs. The Cal Fire people were slightly to the east of the 
nest The smoke and flames can be seen on the south side of the 

highway, on the same side as the nest. 

caI fin, burning next ta eagle nest. 2tll1. ltcw 11111ffi mra rm.ls boini: emllred by extra eqirip,nent 11R 

aml buming~!y? 

The photographer went to check the nest a few days later and saw one 

adult perched above the nest, but could see no eaglets. 

The next morning, the photographer took a photo which shows a dead 
eaglet hanging from the nest. The photographer contacted me (Marily 

Woodhouse from Defiance Canyon Raptor Rescue). We went to search 

for the other eaglet, in the hope it was still alive. 
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Cal Fire bums next to Bald Eagle nest, eaglets die 

Deail e.i&fetfiMting from tbll nest. 

Both the adults were at the top of the tree; above the nest. I went down 

the ravlne to the nest tree to walk around beneath it to search for the 
second eaglet and the adults stayed in the-tree top. I walked to the, 

southeast side of the tree and looked up and saw the other eaglet 
hanging dead Jn the tree, b_elowthe nest about 10', 

The~ eaglet. dead below tmi nest. 

We reported the deaths to US Fish and Wildlife and CA Department of 

Fish and Wildlife, but never received any notification of any action taken. 

A State Wildlife Health Lab biologist wrote to us later that: 

nA bir(i's resp,iratory.system is more senSitiveto toxins, including 
smoke, than a mammal's respiratory system. This is because birds 
have a higher oxygen demand than mammals and a bird's lungs are 
10 times more efficient at capturing-oxygen. The rapid efficiency of 
gas exchange in bird lungs makes them more susceptible to inhaled 
toxic agerits, including smoke. Inhaled toxins, such as smoke, can 
cause irritation and damage the respiratory system. It also can 
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Ca( Fire burns ne:<t to Bald Eagle nest, eaglets die 

compromise the immune system, making the bird more susceptible 
to infections. This is especially true in young birds in the nest that 

are·unable to escape the smoke. Smoke- inhalation toxicity in birds 

is caused by irritant gases (aldehydes. hydrogen chloride, and sulfur 
dioxide), particulate matter, and nonirrftant gases (carbon 

monoxide,-carbon dioxide, and hydrogen cyanide) released by 
combustion." 

There was a burn done next to the Dales Station nest in 2020 also. I was 
called upon to rescue an eaglet who got out of the nest before he could 
fly that year. It was several days before the burn was done that year, so 

he was away from the nest when the burn!occurred, His sister was still in 
the nest during the burn. l received .a call from Dales Station, less than a 

mile from the nest, in August, 2020 about ~n eaglet who had been on the 

ground for 3 days, standing next to a shalli:)w pool of Paynes Creek. My 
determination was that it was the female from the nest. She was open­

mouthed breathing with a raspy noise. She died a few hours after she 

was caught and transported. The Wildlife ~ab report said: "This was a 
juvenile female in poor nutritional "COndltirin with no fat reserves and 

minimal pectoral muscle development. lnt~rnally, there was evidence of 
an extensive infection. The vJsible infection resembled avian tuberculosis 
Which is caused by the bacterium Mycobad:erium avium. It's widespread 
in the environment in soil and dust and is usually an opportunistic 
infection. Depending on where the lesions:are in the bird, gives an idea 

of how it entered the body. The lesions in this bird were primarily in the 
air sacs suggesting it was inhaled." 

The male who had been in care was released in 2020. A first year eagle 
was seen back at the nest in 2021.Judglng;by his and the adults' 
behavior, !twas the male who was in care away from the nest during the 
burn in 202.0. 

I had occasion to contact Cal Fire 

in FE!bruary 2022 about another 

issue. I had just been informed 

that the Dales Station bald eagle 

nest was occupied, so mentioned 

it in the hope of preventing 

another burn next to the nest. Cal 

Fire and its employees are public 

servants. It is t_heir job to uphold 

state and federal laws, which 

include-protection of wildlife, but 

the answer'from a Cal Fire 

employee 

contained only dismissive, 

20D bald~ being released,. He WIIS away fnHn the lil!St 

Ill relia!I 9R dvring Cl!I Rn!'s Offltllll llllrn in 2020, Wbidl 
prot»bly$8'dl!dlrl$1ill!. 

condescending. remarks, clearly refuslng to·take steps to ensure any 
protections were implemented. 
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6/5/22, 5;53 PM 

(htlps:/ISEOJl'<!.wfpusa.oey"dor.m,/u~nftict--native? 
ms~NAT,..EMR,JJkral<,fl_Stat!c&lbJ<:i.Gi!l5y7=-, 
s== 
xXRlJ{JdKol'gxdLW7Jll'xs!ih5IlSCCn1 Qon13tNmQC>8i'7AQI, -,­
xXRUOdKoPg,;dl.W7Jtflts5h15t,SCCr,1Q<>2rf3tNmQo8i'7AQ) 

(hitps:/ltradcg<rtjoin"'1Jp~us.cam/f403b998-a~ 
4881'.1-8ffil4eeS52a!lbllb77 
sm,.<lailyl<os&sitlud~lSl46&tftl!"'D<>'Jf,27s+Md+Don'1f>27"' 
Free<-K!1ees%0.!IIAO&platft>mtoDes1:top&campalgn.Jd~1s -­xXRUOdl(oPgx<ILW7JIFxsStrlSnSCrlVA<J<>Nluaijll06qAQ#tt> 
HFz\'dOOJ. 
>OOlUOdKol'gx<ILW7JIFxsS!ifSnScrJVAO<>NLu!l2jllc5qAQ) 

Co's And Don'ts For Pain-Free 
Knees 

-11-.~ 
Free<-Kn~&plarfurm~Deslm>p&(amp,,Ignjct--15 -,­
XXRUOdKol'gx<ILW7J1Fxs51>1SnSCr'IVA<>oNLl'82jj!c6qAQl/tl) -­:o:llUOdKDP);l«ILW7JIF.<s5h/5nSCrlVAocNl.u8qlk)6qAQ) 

Yes - i:a11 get gun 
control passed ln the ...,,., 
(h,rp;:/lwWW.d<l~>.co~1aiz78{.y~ 
~n1l"(-gu<KO!ltrol-passed-if1-tf>e.S.nat<!) 
{htlps:llwww.d;,dyl<o:s.ca,Wstcry/20VJli151:210D.7!!1'.-'(e:;­
.....c:an.get..gun-con!J'<l~p<tS>"ed;n-the--S,,,me) 

Lat's start assigning 
blame tor mass 
shootings where it roal. .. 
DoltyK"" 

{https:/'IWWW.dail;l'kos.comlstorynJ:il2/6/5n.102394f-l.et•s­
start-assiJ:nTng-l>lame--for-~~~-t.,,,,,lly­
belongs-A--well-n,gula!;ed-t,1mttoJ 
(https-J,.,,,,,,,.da!iyio:,s.o:,,mlstt>ry/ltl22/6/512102394/·i.o'<·S­
""'t'Wssigl1ifls-t,lame,-fo,-.mass--s1,ootings.wt,ere--it..-eall)" 
belongs-.......... 1-n,gt.,lat,,q.Miitia) 

The Fem1.1i of Kitchen 
Knives Now SO% Off --(htlps://flu,c.ju5lkeatt> .. mm/7 
~lp,goipaailzotteqpqilptqipiooplpdm)d&n,m _,..,. 
><XRUOdKoPg,<dLW7JIFx:i5trlSnSDUVM<>3Y71q!!LlJ.. 
6FY&c.rmpa;gr,_nam~BO,risll%SOHt-/,)njoMune,-,... 
+EN-.-.6212_,_,.lntemalt-t-%SBAm...,'l6SD¼-tOT-+­
+1:ocldrag&umui,uro,,.Taboo!a&uinu:arnpalgn,,11!M1a9 
Hfrid0:0. 
xXRU0dKoF>g,;,:ILWi)IFx,5hf5oSOtZVMo3Y7Jq~PI) 
[lmps-lltli!X.Ju:;tioeat=comn 
ftu>\..fls--tll<10lpqoipaailzoneqpqilptqiplao-ptpd!)fao&cam 
HfridOO).. 
:<XllUOdKoPgxdLW7]lF:<sShlSnSOt2\lt,lo3Y7lq8tU-
6l'V&cam;,aigr\_n,,m..-OO,risRl(,so....HonjoMuller+­
+E1'1+-+6272..,,.lntemlll+-.>%56Amasa%50>-<DT..._ 

+Cookfng&utm..sourn,,oTaboola&utm~compaign,,,-18S4189 ,~­
xXR;tl0dKoF:g,:dl.W7J1FxsSl,f5nSOr2VM03V7lq8ttf.6FY) 

Hew To: Boost Prostate 
Health (Do This Daily) 

(lttlp,,JMil.proStage<>llt.comla7a~1~BO-bll2!!­
~a909;S?cake,.alf. 
1d,,10&utm_camprugn,,-18613!rll&lmn_medium"dlsp1ayi:., 
1946&um>_conrentoe425937434&platform..Peskmj>&title 
ad-lw!S&lblci=GIB6Y7QZEll-i-lltYdlXO-­
xXRIJOdKoPgxdLW7]tf;<S5ofSnSCTicolos6mZ120cgffiBll!b]c 

""''"" ><XRUOdKopgxdLWi]IFxs5hf5nSCrullos6mZ1ZOq:tl!BJ 
(http.JNoLpro.st,,genix.comfa7aeftl71-ec.9-468().bt,zs. 
6Se52b90978?cake--aff-

Page 6 of 11 



Ca1 Fire burns next to tlald Eagte ne.st,.eaglets die 

Many letters, calls, and emails have ensued since February {most 
unanswered). I made maps from Cal Fl re's: own fire database showing 

how rarely the area around the nest has humed. The ravine area there is 
extremely rocky and is grazed by cattle. And then there are the State and 
Federal laws that protect nesting birds. Still, Cal Fire will not commit to 

refraln from burning by the nest again this year. 

Last week a biologist from a PG&E contractor company ~orking in 
Greenville (a town that bi.Jrned in the Dixie fire last year} called Rapt or 

Rescue because they wanted us to take eggs from a nest in a tree they 
wanted to cut down. I explained the multitude of reasons that was a b_ad 
idea, along with it being illegal for them to:do. The man said 'We have an 

exemption". How many nesting birds are being destroyed in California 
due to these stupid, thoughtless exemptions and the complete lack of 

oversight which is occurring? 

There have got to be protections enforced'. Apparently that won't happen 

without widespread public outrage. 

Here are some state employees to contacttfyou will help tell them there 

is a problem with their practlCes: 

George Morris, Cal Fire Northern Region Unit Chief (530) 224-2445 (They 
would not give out his email address) 

Dave Russell, Cal Fire Tehama/Glenn Unit Chief (530) 528-
5199 dav~.russell@fire.ca·.gov 

Tina Bartlett, Reglonal Manager CDFW, (530) 225-
2300 tina.bartlett@Wildlife.ca.gov 

People o-rten focus on individual species, but we beJieve every species is 
important, whether it Is on a man-made list or not Habitat 
fragmentation and Joss have significant impacts·on wildlife. Defiance 
Canyon Raptor Rescue works to rescue, rehabilitater and return raptors 

to their wild lives, along with our work to protect watersheds and forests 

of California. 

www.thebattlecreekaHiance.org(http://Www.,thebattl.ecreekalliance.org/) 
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