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Las Placitas Association
Preserving and Protecting the Quality of Life in the Placitas Area
June 20, 2024
Deputy District Ranger Amanda Ginithan

Sandia Ranger District Ranger Program

11776 HWY 337

Tijeras, NM 87059

ATTN: North Sandia Fuels Reduction Project

Dear Deputy Ranger Amanda Ginithan,
Thank you for extending the comment period for the North Sandia Fuels Reduction Project. This has been an opportunity to address issues and areas of concern that the public and organizations in Placitas feel must be considered during the scoping period.

Any discussion of a prescribed burn leads to understandable fear that the destructive, out-of-control, prescribed burns of 2022 are not lessons learned. The desire nationally and within the Sandia Ranger District to reestablish fire as a tool in restoring forest health needs to consider current data including conditions on the ground in the canyon and surrounding area. 1) There is a great deal of dead and down fuel in the canyon that needs to be removed prior to any thinning, yet firewood permits have not been approved in the area for several years. 2) The Placitas population continues to grow, with many residents living adjacent to the canyon. 3) There is only one road that can accommodate evacuation of Placitas should a burn become a wildfire. 4) Any burn, natural or intentional, has the potential to destroy the household water supply to the Village of Placitas as well as irrigation water in the local acequias.
We agree that the need to reduce the fuel buildup in our forest is urgent, but current conditions are so unsupportive of a burn that it requires consideration of safer alternatives. ON FIRE: The Report of the Wildland Fire Mitigation and Management Commission (September 2023) recognizes that although escapes from prescribed burns that cause harm are rare, they can have significant and dire impacts, as seen in New Mexico in 2022.

Community partners have suggested alternatives including removing rather than burning excess fuel and selective grazing using goat herds. (Grazing can support wildfire mitigation by reducing fine fuels that ignite easily and carry and spread fire faster than 
larger fuels.) Las Placitas Association would like to hear more from the Sandia Ranger 
District about their plans to incorporate the input received from the public, such as goat grazing and issuing firewood permits.  We also want to know what plans will be put in place in case anything goes wrong, and homes, lives, and water supplies are threatened.


Current and future partnerships with collaborating and supportive entities, including our Pueblo neighbors, will be key to the success of any plan to restore forest health in the Placitas area. 
Sincerely,
Las Placitas Board of Directors
Post Office Box 888, Placitas, NM                                www.lasplacitas.org
