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June 14, 2024 
 
Dennis Kuhnel, Forest Supervisor 
Rio Grande National Forest 
1055 9th St. 
Del Norte, CO 81132 
 
Submitted online at https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public//CommentInput?Project=65529  
 
Dear Supervisor Kuhnel, 
 
Thank you for initiating winter travel planning on the Rio Grande National Forest. This process is 
as important for protecting winter wildlife habitat and quiet recreation areas as it is for establishing 
where OSV use can occur on the forest, as areas not designated by OSV use can provide refuge for 
wildlife or opportunities for skiing and snowshoeing in the absence of motor vehicles. The Proposed 
Action is not in compliance with the OSV Rule's “closed unless designated open” framework, as it 
appears to simply mirror the winter ROS maps and show discrete OSV areas. This is a disappointing start 
to this process. I expect each of the alternatives developed in the EIS to show discrete, delineated OSV 
areas with site-specific analysis of how each proposed area (and route) complies with the minimization 
criteria. To comply with the minimization criteria, the Forest Service should be aware of and consider 
the following: 

• To minimize conflicts between OSV use and other winter recreation uses (skiing, snowshoeing, 
etc.), the Forest Service must consider how OSV use affects snow quality, noise impacts, air 
quality, and public safety. The final OSV plan should not designate high-value non-motorized 
recreation areas, such as Nordic ski trails and terrain around backcountry huts or adjacent to ski 
areas, for OSV use. Important non-motorized winter recreation zones on the Rio Grande include, 
but are not limited to: 

o Big Meadows Ski Trail 
o Rock Creek Ski Trail 
o Lime Creek Trail 
o Neff Mountain 
o Lobo Peak 
o Terrain surrounding the Spruce Hole Yurt 
o Terrain surrounding the Pass Creek Yurt 
o The "Matchless" area adjacent to the Wolf Creek Ski Area 
o Big Meadows Reservoir Area, south of Forest Road 410 

• To minimize impacts to wildlife, the Forest Service should follow recommendations from 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife pertaining to big game winter activity areas, winter wildlife areas, 
and riparian/wetland areas. The plan must also comply with the Southern Rockies Lynx 
Amendment.  

• I support the 12" minimum snow depth included in the Proposed Action as a means to minimize 
some impacts to natural resources, but the EIS must also consider how OSV use will affect 
natural resources that may not be protected by a minimum snow depth, such as water quality 
and trees. The EIS should also analyze a deeper minimum snow depth in addition to the 
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proposed 12” to determine if 12” is sufficient to protect subnivean habitat, soils, and 
vegetation.  

Although it is just the start of the planning process, it is important to think about how this plan will be 
implemented and enforced once it is complete. Designated OSV areas should have logical, enforceable 
boundaries following obvious features like plowed roads, ridgelines, and waterways and the EIS should 
describe how the Forest Service will implement and enforce the final plan. 

Thank you for considering these comments on behalf of the following Winter Wildlands Alliance 
members and supporters: 
 
 

Marguerite Adams, Albuquerque NM 
Mary Alonso, Pagosa Springs CO 
David Armbrecht, Pagosa Springs CO 
Cathy Baer, Chama NM 
Dan Bartley, Pagosa Springs CO 
Ken Baugh, Albuquerque NM 
Karen Blackmore, Littleton CO 
Christi Bode, Pagosa Springs CO 
Poppy Borland, Pagosa Springs CO 
Holly Boyer, Pagosa Springs CO 
Scott Bradley, Albuquerque NM 
Ali Braun, Arboles CO 
Mary Brown, Pagosa Springs CO 
Katherine Brown, Albuquerque NM 
Keith Bruno, Pagosa Springs CO 
Judy Buckingham, Los Alamos NM 
Cindy Butler, Pagosa Springs CO 
Kathy Campbell, Pagosa Springs CO 
Bernadette Campoli, Pagosa Springs CO 
Zelda Cantrell, Pagosa Springs CO 
Lisa Chai, Corrales NM 
Michelle Chapman, Pagosa Springs CO 
Erin Cherry, Santa Fe NM 
Coquette Collins, Pagosa Springs CO 
Jim Corriere, Brawley CA 
Todd Day, Pagosa Springs CO 
Candice Dennis, Pagosa Springs CO 
Shari DePauw, Montrose CO 
Jean Dewart, Los Alamos NM 
Rane Dickerson, Durango CO 
James Dickhoff, Pagosa Springs CO 
Jessica Downing, Salida CO 
David Downing, Salida CO 

Kelly Lewis, Pagosa Springs CO 
Olivia Li, Los Alamos NM 
Joan Lindberg, Livermore CA 
Nathaniel Link, Albuquerque NM 
Jesse Logan, Emigrant MT 
Laura Lomba-Berg, Pagosa Springs CO 
Michael Lyman, Steamboat Springs CO 
Torsten Lyon, Golden CO 
Camden Lyon, Golden CO 
Sarah Manges, Santa Fe NM 
Jennifer Martin, Pagosa Springs CO 
Sharon Martin, Evergreen CO 
John Mattson, Nederland CO 
Thomas Mavilia, El Prado NM 
Kristin Mccollam, Pagosa Springs CO 
Michael McDonald, Albuquerque NM 
Charles McGarry, Washington DC 
Deborah Mclain, Pagosa Springs CO 
Dennis Medina, Pagosa Springs CO 
Michael Meier, Los Alamos NM 
R Milld, Sioux Falls SD 
Cheryl Miller-Hunter, Pagosa Springs CO 
Bill Milner, Pagosa Springs CO 
Kim Mohs, Pagosa Springs CO 
Elaine Muray, Albuquerque NM 
Judith Newman, Pagosa Springs CO 
William Noel, Pagosa Springs CO 
Anne Nordstrom, Pagosa Springs CO 
Joy Norris, Pagosa Springs CO 
Robert Nothnagel, Breckenridge CO 
Susie Nothnagel, Breckenridge CO 
Julie Ogier, Pagosa Springs CO 
Brian Palmer, Conifer CO 
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Alithea Doyle, Pagosa Springs CO 
Elizabeth Dyer, Albuquerque NM 
Barbara Eden, Pagosa Springs CO 
Terri Elisberg, Albuquerque NM 
Janine Emmets, Pagosa Springs CO 
Alan Fisk-Williams, Santa Fe NM 
Linda Fluk, Santa Fe NM 
Emily Furr, Pagosa Springs CO 
Douglas Gammell, Wheat Ridge CO 
Josh Garfein, Lyons CO 
Jean Garlie, Chama NM 
Rick Garlie, Chama NM 
Patty Garnett, Pagosa Springs CO 
John Garnett, Pagosa Springs CO 
Bet Gendron, Albuquerque NM 
Elesha Goad, South Fork CO 
Jules Graeve, Pagosa Springs CO 
Nicholas Green, Denver CO 
Steve Grigel, Golden CO 
Ellen Grimes, San Diego CA 
Jacob Haynes, Pagosa Springs CO 
Mattie Hensley, Los Alamos NM 
Jan Hester, Pagosa Springs CO 
Nate Hield, Pagosa Springs CO 
Jenny Highum, Pagosa Springs CO 
David Hilborn, Pagosa Springs CO 
Blake Hilgemann, Pagosa Springs CO 
Mike Hinckley, Lafayette CO 
Henry Holsing, Golden CO 
Gregory Homan, Pagosa Springs CO 
Greg Homan, Pagosa Springs CO 
Dina Jackson, Pagosa Springs CO 
Lisa Jensen, Pagosa Springs CO 
Jolene Jessie, Chama NM 
Jay Johnson, Montrose CO 
Brian Johnson, Santa Fe NM 
Joseph Jordan, Pagosa Springs CO 
Leslie Jorgensen, Salida CO 
Emily Jost, Denver CO 
Naomi Julian, Pagosa Springs CO 
Toby Jurovics, Santa Fe NM 
Victoria Kauffman, Albuquerque NM 
Kay Kaylor, Pagosa Springs CO 
Reid Kelly, Pagosa Springs CO 
Kathleen Keyes, Pagosa Springs CO 

Mary Ann Panarelli, Highlands Ranch CO 
Sherry Phillips, Pagosa Springs CO 
Marcia Pincus, Los Ranchos NM 
Breanna Pitcher, Pagosa Springs CO 
Eric Polczynski, Pagosa Springs CO 
Nancy Ray, Pagosa Springs CO 
Corinne Reed, PAGOSA SPRINGS CO 
Michael Rees, Lakewood CO 
Marisa Repasch, Albuquerque NM 
Wesley Rich, Dillon CO 
Michael Ritchey, Albuquerque NM 
Carolynn Rittermann, Pagosa Springs CO 
David Robertson, Albuquerque NM 
Kate Robinson, Fort Collins CO 
Liz Rodgers, Los Alamos NM 
Brian Rogers, Durango CO 
Ann Rohrbacher, Pagosa Springs CO 
John Saccardi, Broomfield CO 
Benjamin Sachdeva, Oakridge OR 
Ron Salerno, Salida CO 
David Saylors, Albuquerque NM 
Margaret Schnipper, Denver CO 
Lori Schwanz, Pagosa Springs CO 
Emily Scott, Boise ID 
Kimberly Seater, Seattle WA 
Nancy Shibley, Tierra Amarilla NM 
Amy Slater, Albuquerque NM 
Oliver Smith, Lyons CO 
Matt Sobieray, Pagosa Springs CO 
Frank Stern, Crested Butte CO 
Ellen Stiefel, Peterborough NH 
Del Stiewert, Colorado Springs CO 
Sarah Stout, Santa Fe NM 
Russ Swall, Blue Springs MO 
Joe Szuszwalak Jr, Denver CO 
Chris Talbot-Heindl, Denver CO 
Mariko Tatsumoto, Pagosa Springs CO 
Veronica Taylor, Pagosa Springs CO 
Bill Trimarco, Pagosa Springs CO 
Tia Triplett, Los Angeles CA 
Charles Tripp, Denver CO 
Miriam Vaughn, Santa Fe NM 
Serena Velazquez, Monte Vista CO 
Tammy Walters, Pagosa Springs CO 
Amy Weber, Santa Fe NM 
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Joe Kobliska, Albuquerque NM 
Sandra Kobrock, Pagosa Springs CO 
Doug Krause, Brooklyn NY 
Susan Kutvirt, Albuquerque NM 
Marissa Lappin, Albuquerque NM 
Danyelle Leentjes, Pagosa Springs CO 
 

Kevin Weiser, Pagosa Springs CO 
Erin Wolff, Durango CO 
John Wondzell, Laramie WY 
Michael Wussow, Hesperus CO 
Katherine Yoklavich, Pagosa Springs CO 

 


