SOME PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS ON THE EFSF RAMP DRAFT

There are two important roads that are not adequately covered in the Draft EA
and they should be, Sugar Creek Road and the Red Metal Mine Road. Both of
these roads support recreational activities that are critical to the continued
economic viability of the Yellow Pine community. Both roads were physically
closed recently without following legal procedures during the time period the
Forest Service was working on the EFSF RAMP project - Lots more factual info on

the legality is available. A detailed economic analysis of the impact on the Yellow
Pine Village of closing/restricting roads for all 3 action alternatives is required
given the close tie to the economic survival between the Village & Recreation.

Sugar Creek Road

This is a highly valued road that was built to access the Cinnabar Mine.
Opening this road would benefit the recreation community and at the same time
support the economic stability of Yellow Pine which depends on recreation
(primarily motorized). The road is designated to be open only in Alternative D,
but should be designated to be open in all 3 of the Action Alternatives.

Red Metal Mine Road

This road accesses the Red Metal Mine which is the launching site for boon
dock hiking into Crater Lake for recreationists in the Yellow Pine area. If
reopening this road is not done, then an alternative for access to Crater Lake

needs to be considered in this EA. This road is not addressed anywhere in the
Draft EFSF RAMP. Nor was it covered in the Collaborative report to the
Forest. Early on in this EA Process the Payette National Forest stated
the Red Metal Mine road would be addressed in the plan.




The Draft EA contains 4 Alternatives

° Alternative A (no action) would retain the existing system of roads and motorized trails and
existing legal opportunities for public motorized uses. It would not address unauthorized routes or
management needs at existing dispersed campsites.

e Alternative B would expand legal opportunities for motorized uses by adding some of the
currently unauthorized routes to the road and motorized trail system. It would decommission all other
unauthorized routes determined to be unneeded and manage existing dispersed campsites to address
the project purpose and need. This alternative would decommission the most miles of unauthorized
routes of all the action alternatives.

° Alternative C would also expand legal opportunities for motorized uses by adding more
unauthorized routes to the existing road and motorized trail system and would decommission some
unauthorized routes, but not all. This alternative adopts all recommendations from the Big Creek-Yellow
Pine Collaborative that meet the project purpose and need. The Collaborative is a group comprised of
individuals, agencies, and other entities including the Nez Perce Tribe, Idaho Conservation League, Idaho
Parks and Recreation, Valley County, Perpetua Resources (formerly Midas Gold), and Trout Unlimited.
This alternative would leave the most miles of unauthorized routes on the landscape.

. Alternative D would expand legal opportunities for motorized uses the most, compared to all the
action alternatives. This alternative would add the most miles of unauthorized routes to the road and
motorized trail system and decommission all other unauthorized routes. It would also manage existing
dispersed sites to address the project purpose and need.
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The following list describes the specific routes or route segments that are subject to a change in route
classification. The dispersed campsite actions are also summarized following this list in table 5. Refer to
map 5 in appendix A:

A 0.19-mile unauthorized route accessing the east and west sides of the Wilson Mine near Profile
Summit would be converted to an ATV<50" trail. This action would require obtaining an
easement from the private landowner.

A 3.23-mile unauthorized route from the Missouri Creek Trailhead to the end of the road would be
decommissioned and the existing non-motorized trail (National Forest System Trail #031) would
be retained. Historically, the access route into the Missouri Creek Trailhead has been an
unauthorized route, and the existing non-motorized trail is associated with the old access road that
goes up the canyon.

A 0.15-mile unauthorized route that accésses the Missouri Creek Trailhead from the Profile Road
would be added as ML2 and open to motor vehicle use.

1.31 miles of the lower, unauthorized Quartz Creek Road from Yellow Pine to the Quartz Creek
Bridge would be converted to a Trail Open to All Vehicles (TOV).

4.68 miles of unauthorized routes from the Quartz Creek Bridge up to and around the Red
Mountain mining area would be converted to Special Designation-UTV<70". This change in
motorized use would necessitate upgrades to the existing bridge to safely accommodate vehicle
passage over Quartz Creek.

The 0.52-mile National Forest System Road 51417 (Spring Box Road) that accesses the water
diversion for Eiguren Ranch would be changed from the current designation of ML2 to
Temporary. The route was incorrectly recorded in the forest transportation system as an ML2 but
has an outstanding special uses permit and is being corrected to Temporary.

4.85 miles of National Forest System Road 51883 (Sugar Creek Road) would be changed from the
current designation of MIL2AP to ML1. The Forest Service would pursue an easement with the
owner of private land near the mouth of Sugar Creek to ensure long-term administrative access.

0.2 miles of unauthorized routes that access dispersed campsites off the Stibnite Road on the way
up to Monumental Summit would be converted to TOV to allow full-sized motor vehicle access to
these sites that are just over 300 feet from the main road. Sites available for camping would each be
identified by the placement of signs. Storm damage risk reduction treatments would be applied as
necessary.

A 2.43-mile unauthorized route from the end of National Forest System Road 50375 (Thunder
Mountain Road) at the Dewey Mine gate up to Lightning Peak would be added as ML2.

A 0.33-mile unauthorized route associated with the National Forest System Trail #062 (Marble
Creek Trail) in the Thunder Mountain area would be converted to a non-motorized trail.

A 0.04-mile unauthorized route from the Lightning Peak TOV to the Marble Creek Trailhead would
be converted to TOV.

0.55 miles of the unauthorized route that accesses Horse Heaven via the Boise National Forest
would be converted to a TOV. The Forest Service would install traffic control at an appropriate

location to keep motorized traffic from going beyond the trail designation on the closed route going
down into the Stibnite mining area.

An additional approximately 61.33 miles of unauthorized routes would be decommissioned within
the project area (64.56 total miles of decommissioning would occur).

The existing 19.62 miles of designated 2-wheeled motorized trails within the project area would be
retained. These National Forest System trails include Quartz Creek Trail #067, Williams Peak Trail
#073, Deadman Creek Trail #075, S/F Sheep Creek Trail #072, and Caton Lake Trail #091.

33.68 miles of existing ML2 National Forest System roads that access the project area would be
retained. These include National Forest System Roads 50375 (Thunder Mountain Road), 51290
(Meadow Creek Lookout Road), and 51887 (Old East Fork Campground Road).

The 31 existing, dispersed eampsites within the project area would receive management actios.
Dispersed campsites would only be allowed where a sign with a tent symbol has been installed at
the beginning of the route. Other actions that could occur include restricting vehicle access with
boulders, relocating firepits, removing downed trees, or decommissioning sites. The actions that
could occur at each dispersed recreation site are summarized in table 5.
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The following list describes the specific routes or route segments that are subject to a change in route
classification. Refer to map 6 in appendix A.
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0.83 miles of unauthorized routes on the west side of the Wilson Mine would be converted to an
ATV<50" trail. This action would require the Forest Service to obtain a reciprocal easement with
the Wilson Mine property owner. This action would also require a section of the trail to be rerouted
out of an intermittent stream channel.

1.31 miles of the lower Quartz Creek Road from Yellow Pine to the Quartz Creek Bridge would be
converted from an unauthorized route to a Trail Open to All Vehicles (TOV).

4.67 miles of unauthorized routes from the Quartz Creek Bridge up to and around the Red
Mountain mining area would be converted to an ATV<50" trail. Storm damage risk reduction
treatments would be applied as necessary.

0.82 miles of the unauthorized route that accesses Horse Heaven via the Boise National Forest
would be converted to Trail Open to All Vehicles (TOV). The Forest Service would install traffic
control at an appropriate location to keep motorized traffic from going beyond the TOV trail
designation into the Stibnite mining area.

4.85 miles of National Forest System Road 51883 (Sugar Creek Road) would be retained as
MIL2AP. The Forest Service would pursue an easement with the private landowner. The
Collaborative did not come to a consensus decision on this route and asked the Forest Service to
find a workable solution. Hence, this alternative action would reflect the current management being
applied to the Sugar Creek Road. It should be noted that in the 2008 Krassel Travel Management
Record of Decision, Sugar Creek was already managed as a closed MIL2AP-designated road.

31.42 miles of existing MIL2 National Forest System roads that access the project area would be
retained. These roads include Thunder Mountain Road 50375, Meadow Creek Lookout Road
51290, Old East Fork Campground Road 51887, and some shorter, miscellaneous routes associated
with mining in the Stibnite area and around Eiguren Ranch. This reflects the Collaborative’s
proposal to not make changes to existing, open, system roads.

77.03 miles of unauthorized routes would be decommissioned (full re-contour). These routes are old
mining routes on the north slope of Sugar Creek and the old Mule Hill Road south of the Thunder
Mountain Road east of Stibnite on the way up Monumental Summit.

An existing 19.62 miles of 2-wheeled motorized trails within the project area would be retained.
These trails include Quartz Creek Trail #067, Williams Peak Trail #073, Deadman Creek Trail
#075, S/F Sheep Creek Trail #072, and Caton Lake Trail #091.

The Collaborative’s proposal did not include recommendations on 60.06 miles of existing
unauthorized routes. As such, these routes would remain unautherized and not open to public
access.

There would be no change to the management of existing dispersed recreation sites in the project
area under alternative C.
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The following fist describes the specific routes or route segments that are subject to a change in route
classification. Refer to map 7 in Appendix A:

1.18 miles of an unauthorized route accessing the east and west sides of the Wilson Mine near
Profile Summit would be converted to an ATV<30". Storm damage risk reduction treatments
would be applied as necessary. This action item, if selected, would require the Forest Service to
obtain an easement from the private landowner.

A 0.15-mile unauthorized route to the Missouri Creek Traithead would be designated as ML2.

A 3.23-mile unauthorized route from the Missouri Creek Trailhead to the end of the road would be
decommissioned and the non-motorized trail would be retained.

5.14 miles of unauthorized routes from Quartz Creek Bridge up to and around the Red Mountain
mine area would be converted to a Special Designation ~ UTV<70" trail. Storm damage risk
reduction treatments would be applied as necessary.

The 0.52-mile National Forest System Road 51417 (Spring Box Road) that accesses the water
diversion for Eiguren Ranch would be changed from the current designation of ML2 to
Temporary. The route was incorrectly recorded in the forest transportation system as an ML2 but
has an outstanding special uses permit and is being corrected to Temporary.

4.85 miles of Sugar Creek Road 51883 would be changed from the current designation/of MILZAP
to MILZ open for public motorized use. The Forest Service would need to secure legal access prior
to the change with the private landowner. An aquatic organism passage (AOP) structure would need
to be installed at Sugar Creek prior to opening the portion of the road beyond the crossing. Storm
damage risk reduction treatments would need to be applied as necessary to minimize effects to
watershed and fisheries resources from reopening this road to motor vehicle use. Sections of the
road could require road cut-and-fill slope stabilization work to facilitate motorized access.

0.2 miles of unauthorized routes that access dispersed campsites off the Stibnite Road on the way
up to Monumental Summit would be converted to TOV to allow for full-sized motor vehicle
access to these sites that are just over 300 feet from the main road. Sites would be identified as

available for camping by the installation of signs. Storm damage risk reduction treatments would be
applied as necessary.

0.12 miles of unautherized routes that access Timum’s Cabin in the Thunder Mountain area would be
converted to TOV. The Forest Service would protect cultural resources by installing boulders to
restrict motor vehicle acoess to a fixed end point. Additionally, an interpretive panel with historical
site information for visitors would be installed.

A 2.43-mile unauthorized route from the end of the Thunder Mountain Road at the Dewey Mine
gate up to Lightning Peak would be added as ML2. Storm damage risk reduction treatments would
be applied as necessary.

A 0.33 mile unauthorized route associated with National Forest System Trail #052_ {Marble Creek
Trail) in the Thunder Mountain area would be converted to 2 non-motorized trail.

A 0.04-mile unauthorized route from the Thunder Mountain ML2 road to the Marble Crg:ek )
Trailhead would be converted to TOV. Storm damage risk reduction treatments would be applied
as necessary.

A 1.5-mile unauthorized route in the Horse Heaven area accessing the ridgeline on the north side of
the powerline road would be converted to an ATV<50" trail. This action would require
installation of traffic controls to keep larger UTVs and full-sized vehicles from traveling any further
into the roadless area. It would also require narrowing the trail where needed to enhance the ATV
experience and protect the characteristics of the surrounding roadless area.

A 1.83-mile unauthorized route accessing the Horse Heaven area from the Boise National Forest
boundary to the top of the Meadow Creek drainage would be converted to 2 Trail Open to All
Vehicles (TOV). The Forest Service would install traffic controls at the end of the? m’utﬁ to l;(eep
full-sized vehicles from going beyond the TOV trail designation down into the Stibnite mining area.

A 3.61-mile unauthorized route from the end of the Horse Heaven TOV down into the Meadow
Creek area, which accesses the backdoor to the Stibnite mining arca, would be converted to a ]
Special Designation — UTV<70" trail. Storm damage risk reduction treatments would be applied
as necessary.

An additional approximately 53.98 miles of unauthorized routes within the project area would be
decommissioned.

The existing 19.62 miles of 2-wheeled motorized trails within the project area would be m{aiﬁed.
These trails include Quartz Creek Trail #067, Williams Peak Trail #073, Deadman Creek Trail
#075, S/F Sheep Creek Trail #072, and Caton Lake Trail #091.

6.88 miles of non-motorized trails would be converted to 2-wheeled motorized trails. This i
includes 4.96 miles of Parks Creek Trail #069 and 1.91 miles of Parks Peak Cut-off T!‘i.iii #074. This
action may require the installation of multiple bridges across ﬁsh—bgaring streams and improvement
of drainage structurss along this trail to accommodate this use and limit or mitigate effects to
watershed and fisheries resources.

36.52 miles of existing ML2 reads would be retained. Roads include National Forest Systetp i
Roads 51290 (Meadow Creek Lookout Road), 51887 (Old East F})ﬂ( 'C._ampgmu:}d Road), 50375
(Thunder Mountain Road), and 51417 {Spring Box Road) which is utilized by Eiguren Ranch to
access their authorized water diversion.

31 dispersed campsites within the project area would be managed the same 23 alternative B (table
5¥



5/8/24, 11 :46 AM US Forest Service NEPA Projects Home

_Q}DA @ Forest Service

_E Caring For the Land and Serving People MENU

/_mack to main project page Espainiol

East Fork South Fork Restoration and Access Management Plan
#60889

Commenting on This Project

The Forest Service values public participation. Communications from the public regarding this project, including commenters' names
and contact information, will become part of the public record. Comments, including anonymous comments, will be accepted at any
time. However, comments posted after the close of a designated comment period may not be able to be given full consideration.
Anonymous comments and comments submitted after the close of the final designated comment period will not provide the
commenter standing for administrative review. Comments, or in some cases other expressions of interest, along with respondent's
contact information, submitted during the comment period may be necessary to establish a respondent's eligibility to participate in an
administrative review for this proposed action. Interested members of the public should review the proposal's information to
determine the applicable administrative review process and the eligibility requirements for that process. The date of the legal notice of
opportunity to comment on this proposed action is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period. For proposals to be
documented with an Environmental Assessment, the legal notice announcing the comment period appears in the Newspaper of
Record. For Draft Environmental Impact Statements, the Notice of Availability announcing the comment period appears in the Federal
B_e_gister. If you have a question about this project, please contact: Dave Hogen, Krassel District Ranger,208-634-0601, FS-comments-
g nnt-payette@usda.gov.

Your comments are requested through 6/5/2024 11:59:59 PM (Mountain Standard Time).

Option to Submit Comment Electronically
The form below can be used to submit your comments to the responsible project official.

National Forests have the option to post comments for public viewing on this web site via a public reading room. Active reading rooms
allow the public to read or download your letter, including your contact information. If this project has an active reading room, a link
labeled “Public Comment Reading Room” will appear on the main project page. The agency may withhold letters containing

proprietary information, sensitive cultural or habitat locations, profanity, etc. All letters, including those not posted, will be considered
and included as part of the project record.

Disclaimer: All contact information is optional; however, anonymous comments will not provide standing to object.

First Name Last Name

Ul officially represent an organization

Address 1 Address 2
v ,—\
.ty ; State ] v
Province/Region ZIP/Postal Code

https://cara.stc.usda.goleublic/lCommentInput?Project=60889 1/3
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Enter your comment in the textbox below. Enter contact information in the form fields above.

Do not enter any personally
information entered into the

identifiable information (PII) such as addr
text box below may be published on this website.

ess or email in the text editor below. Your name and all

Do not embed images in the text editor. Use Attachments to upload images.
Letter Text
| —attachments Click the button below to select attachments, Please note that there is a maximum of 50 files per

submission and total file upload size cannot exceed 200 MBs
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