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April 9, 2024
Attn: North Sand Project 
Bearlodge Ranger District 
P.O. Box 680 
Sundance, WY 82729

Re: North Sand Forest Management Project

Mr. Patrick Champa:

Neiman Timber Company would like to thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the North Sand Forest Management Project.  We strongly support projects such as these that encourage a healthy and resilient forest. We provide the following suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding the proposed actions as described in the scoping documents provided.
Needs and Opportunities
· Reduce uncharacteristically high fire hazard that could threaten developed areas, public safety, rare plant populations, late-successional pine forest, raptor nesting habitat, and other values.
· Increase growing space for pine trees across a range of sizes. 
· Restore openings and low-density forest on south-facing slopes.

Proposed Activities

The proposed activities of commercial thinning, precommercial thinning, and prescribed fire adequately address the needs and opportunities for the project. We would like the design criteria for logging steep slopes to be outcome-based so it does not restrict harvest to solely tethered or helicopter logging. Tethered logging is a valuable resource; however, depending on acres, there are other methods to treat steep slopes that may be more economical and still meet the project objectives.
 
Currently, there are no mechanical activities within the habitat for rare plants across the project. In the Black Hills Nation Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, it states, “Riparian areas or wetlands where populations of sensitive species are located are to be avoided during ground-disturbing activities." A mitigating measure for these areas could be seasonal restrictions. This would allow for the treatment of these acres while also protecting the plant habitat.

Conclusion

We appreciate the work the USFS has accomplished on the project. We look forward to working with them on accomplishing the goals of the North Sand Forest Management Project.

Sincerely,


Dustin Zander
Forester, Neiman Timber Company
image1.jpg
Neiman Timber Co., L.C.

P.O. Box 910 e Spearfish, South Dakota 57783
(605) 642-7741 ® Fax (605) 642-5902




