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Scoping comments regarding “Big Meadows’ Proposed Action on the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland, Sulphur Ranger District
4/15/2024

The Colorado State Forest Service strongly supports the United States Forest Service Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forest’s proposed “Big Meadows Fuel Break Project”. This project will improve forest fuel conditions that decrease potential fire behavior in the National Forest within the Fraser Valley. This project targets the western WUI boundary of the Fraser Valley that was identified by all community stakeholders in the recently completed Grand County CWPP. 
The Big Meadows Project will connect to decades of work on adjacent private land and the on-going Colorado State Forest Service’s, ‘Fraser Valley Community and Watershed Protection Project’. Combined, these two projects will create linear fuel breaks along Blue Ridge and the east and south sides of Sheep Mountain which will help to strengthen Potential Operation Delineations and fire response just west of the community of Fraser in the event of a wildfire. 
CSFS would like to highlight and encourage the USFS to consult and involve CSFS in the project locations where the proposed project area is adjacent to private lands so we can evaluate the potential and need for utilizing the Good Neighbor Authority. This would allow both the CSFS and USFS to implement the project across jurisdictional boundaries to have the largest community benefit. 
CSFS would also like to encourage the USFS to look at utilizing other and further NEPA analyses to expand the scale of work under this Big Meadows project where areas of higher fuel may warrant a larger project area. 
This proposed action aligns with the Colorado State Forest Service’s Forest Action Plan themes of conserving, protecting, and enhancing our state’s forest conditions, watersheds and wildlife. Lastly, this project will provide critical feedstock to our state’s forest products industry which has several mills/ production facilities in Northwest Colorado. 

Sincerely, 
Zach Wehr
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 Supervisory Forester, Granby Field Office
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