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Public Land Access Year-round
PO Box 2191

Orofino, ID  83544

02-14-24
Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest

ATTN: Objection Reviewing Officer, Northern Region 1
26 Fort Missoula Road 

Missoula, MT  59804 
RE:  Interested Person Request to Participate in the “2023 Land Management Plan for Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests” (“Forest Plan”) and the “Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Land Management Plan Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests” (“FEIS”) Objection Resolution Process
Dear LeAnn:

Public Land Access Year-round (hereafter referred to as PLAY) is a local Off Highway Vehicle club.  I am requesting a Interested Person Request to participate in the upcoming 2023 Land Management Plan for the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests (Forest Plan) and the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Land Management Plan Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests (FEIS) Objection Resolution Process.
Objection Issues that I have an interest in is as follows:

· There is no objective for a growing recreation user group that is over 50 inches.
· There is no objective saying that the Forest will create an opportunity when they lose a motorized or non-motorized opportunity somewhere else locally in the forest. 
· There is no objective saying that when roads are selected for decommissioning that the forest will consider transforming the road into a motorized trail or non-motorized trail.
· Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized ROS on Front Country and Roadless Areas

· Lack of clarity in the Land Management Plan, for 2008 Idaho Roadless Rule areas with regards to ATV Trails.

· Lack of clarity on John’s Creek Maps showing area to continue the GEM Trail Southbound.

· Recommended Wilderness Area Designations, Wild & Scenic Designations

· Lack of Mining Section in the 2023 Land Management Plan.  Addressing Minerals in the Hoodoo Roadless Area.
Brief Explanation of Objection:

· I have commented in earlier sessions and comments about the growing Off-Highway Vehicles occurring and needing to have opportunities.  There are only two Sustainable Recreation Management Objectives that make members feel that the forest is protecting the forest rather than allow motorized recreation.
· Semi-Primitive non-motorized ROS kills any opportunity to add ATV Trail.  We oppose any ROS designations that could set the stage for motorized closures from OHV to full size vehicle classifications.  
· There needs to be clarity on where the GEM trail will be able to continue South of Johns Creek area non-motorized ROS future.

· There are major concerns around recommended wilderness areas as they do not meet the standards for wilderness and as such the Region 1 should not be managing them as Wilderness.  
· Wild & Scenic designations – proposed areas do not meet the criteria for selection.

· There is an area known as the Ankerite Belt that contains Rare Earths. In the 2023 Land Management Plan, this possible future activity will be stopped from occurring and Mining will not be able to occur due to RWA and a Wild & Scenic Designations proposed and no access to watersheds to any of the river segments.
Statement Demonstrating the Requestor’s previous participation in the Planning Process:
I have been representing P.L.A.Y. throughout the whole Forest Revision Plan Sessions held at locations and participated with the Clearwater County Commissioners in their cooperating-agency meetings with the Forest Supervisor and Planner.
Sincerely

David Galantuomini

P.L.A.Y Trails Coordinator
208-791-5890

cc:  Senator James Risch

  Senator Mike Crapo
  Representative Russ Fulcher
  Clearwater County Commissioner, Rick Miller and Vince Fraizer
  Idaho County Commissioner, Skip Brandt
  Idaho State ATV/UTV Association, Karen Crosby
  Blue Ribbon Coalition, Ben Burr
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