

Utah Public Lands Council
PO Box 1057
Parowan Utah 84761

2/11/24


Mr. Elson,
Us Forest Service


The Utah Public Lands Council (UPLC) is writing to object to the Flat Canyon decision. 
UPLC opposes the loss of AUMs. In choosing alternative 2, there will be a loss of 203 AUMs, a 38% reduction. The counties and communities should be given maximum consideration during this process. The reduction of production from public lands diminishes the economic base, traditions and culture of local communities. 

 UPLC oppose removal or reduction of livestock from rangelands to mitigate impacts of other uses. UPLC prefers the Forest Service to use the grant process in these situations rather than entities that have no water, livestock or base property. 
UPLC would like answers to the following questions:
1) Why does the Forest Service believe a reduction in AUMs is justified?
2) What advantages does the Forest Service see in the reduction of AUMS and the conversion of sheep to cattle? The Utah Division Of Wildlife Resources have stated they have no plans to introduce Bighorn Sheep. So again, what is the advantage to the conversion and reduction?
3) What groups, entities or other government agencies support the conversion and reduction of AUMs?


Thank you 
Vice president
Ritchie Anderson 

