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USDA FOREST SERVICE

OBJECTION RECEIVING OFFICER

26 FT. MISSOULA RD. _ :

MISSOULA MT 59804 RECE IVED
JAN 29 2024

LETTER OF OBJECTION: R1 RO MAILROOM

NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER NATIONAL FOREST PLAN REVISION
DOCUMENT CITATION: 88 FR 83074

TO WHOM I MAY.CONCERN:

My objections to this plan are placed, with the thanks for all the hatd
work that went into the Plan

I am voitng for ALTERNATIVE X

The Tribes ceded heir reservation land to the U.S. Government in the Treaty of

1855, then 1863(ratified in 1867, over 150 years ago. They reserved the rights

to hunt, gather, fish, have their cultural/sacred sites. Nothing in the previous

Forest Plan interferred with these Tribal Rights. Yet now we are emphasising changes
to our Forest Plan, to meet the demands of the government in pewer, under MOU'S
and Secretarial Order 3403, drafted in 2021.(Pg, 2 of Intro) (See attached, Sec. 6) .

[. The Plan on Pg. 29 of the intro, says it all. “Yet-this is a plan for the Nation)
Azt

2. The Plan contents table omits reference to the Mining Laws of 1872, even
though the FEIS has 24 pages related to the mining laws, & the Findings
Required by other laws has reference to 18 other laws,

Appendix 1-77 refers to it directly, and Ap_p'endix 1-92 & 1-97 mentions
mining activity briefly. 1-123 states “Permanent preservation of past.
mining activity .......1s unwarranted”.

The mining history is slowly disappearing, being obstructed & phased out
by the Forest Service/BLM as an undesirable production of resources. The
Tribes position is that they prohibit mining & access to any government
ground that they are “ceded” back to them, (any former reservation land,)

The intro said this plan was to establish an Idaho Roadless Rule, which will
diminish more aceess to the “peoples Forest”,

The Forest supports 4,000 jobs and income of $163M. Mining contributes to this
income, as well as non-tribal hunting, fishing, wood gath%'ing, recreation.
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3. The FEIS addressed the issue of Grizzly Bear populations (& being imported
from areas such as Yellowstone due to Tribal desire(problem bears relocation
rather than harvesting) to be located in elk habitat to be bear nutrients, in
Wilderness area.

4. Lots of recreationalist/hikers want to experience the Wilderness
as a form of vacation. Grizzly Bear encounters will be more
prevelent. It take just a few seconds for a Grizzly to kill a human.
Thus harming the potential for visitors to WANT to visit the
“people's Forest™.

The Plan refers to achieving healthy deer & elk herds, yet it won't
be attained by importing the unwanted Grizzly Bears from other
areas. The wolf re-intro Has been damaging enough to wildlife
(Also, intro-ed by Tribal desire)

5. There are still grazing allotments to consider the safety of the
cattle grazing, in these state leased allotments, from wolves
& now, possibly Grizzly Bears, who do not have a containment
fence around them.

Through legislation, in Congress, the Tribes are presenting Bills, in order to get
their former reservation back. , amending current laws, Bills under Tribal Parity,
Cultural Site (acres into Trust), and trying to negating the Mining Laws of 1872.

Soon “We the People” will have no more “people's Forest”. It was be closed off
to access, no tresspass:, have no recreation, no mining:, no inner holdings (campsites,
etc) WE will be LOCKED OUT.

Thank you for the opportunity to object to some points of this Forest Plan Revision.
Sincerely, &

it gensh—27 Zod,

argaret McVicker

Al phmont~ So-Opstar 3463

Feem Blm WEBSITE [/
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Order No. 3403

Subject: Joint Secretarial Order on Fulfilling the Trust Responsibility to Indian Tribes in the
Stewardship of Federal Lands and Waters

Section 1. Purpose. This Secretary’s Order is issued by the Secretary of Agriculture and the
Secretary of the Interior (Secretaries) to ensure that the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of the Interior (Departments) and their component Bureaus and Offices are
managing Federal lands and waters in a manner that seeks to protect the treaty, religious,
subsistence, and cultural interests of federally recognized Indian Tribes including the Native
Hawaiian Community; that such management is consistent with the nation-to-nation relationship
between the United States and federally recognized Indian Tribes; and, that such management
fulfills the United States’ unique trust obligation to federally recognized Indian Tribes and their
citizens.

The Departments are responsible for the management of millions of acres of Federal lands and
waters that were previously owned and managed by Indian Tribes. Those lands and waters
contain cultural and natural resources of significance and value to Indian Tribes and their
citizens, including sacred religious sites, burial sites, wildlife, and sources of indigenous foods
and medicines. In addition, many of those lands and waters lie within areas where Indian Tribes
have reserved the right to hunt, fish, gather, and pray pursuant to ratified treaties and agreements
with the United States.

In managing Federal lands and waters, the Departments are charged with the highest trust
responsibility to protect Tribal interests and further the nation-to-nation relationship with Tribes.
The Departments recognize and affirm that the United States’ trust and treaty obligations are an
integral part of each Department’s responsibilities in managing Federal lands. Tribal consultation
and collaboration must be implemented as components of, or in addition to, Federal land
management priorities and direction for recreation, range, timber, energy production, and other
uses, and conservation of wildemess, refuges, watersheds, wildlife habitat, and other values.
Further, in honoring these obligations, the Departments will benefit by incorporating Tribal
expertise and Indigenous knowledge into Federal land and resources management.



fI'hlS Otder estabhshes how the Departmentswﬂl fulﬁll thelr obhgatlens ta: Federally..recogm d ' " i

) "Iands waters and wﬂdhfe under thexr _]urlsdlctlon include consideratlon of how to
-safeguard the intérests-of any f{nchan Tribes:such decisions may affect; .

b. ‘Make agreem'ents-:rmﬂl'Indlan"Tnbe__s to C_D_Ilabor-ate in the'."coéstewardshlp"-ef?fFedefEi.'iéﬁ&'s-' .
- and waters under the Departments” jufisdiction; including for wildlife and:its habitat;

¢. Tdentify and support Tribal opportumttes to'conisolidate Tnbal homelands and empower
- Tribal stewardship-of those resources; . . .

d. 'Complete a preliminary legal review of current land, water, and wildlife trealy
responsibilities and authorities that can support co- -stewardship and Tribal: stewardslnp
within 180 days and fmahze the legal review within ong year of the date of thxs Order
and ' '

_. e, _' TIssuea report w1ﬂ:un one year of this Order and each year thereafter on aetlens taken to
- fulfill the purpose of this Order CAN I

i

Secﬁon 2 Authormes The Departments authont:tes fo fulﬁll the terms of th1s Orde n frol
‘numerous ratified treaties and agreeniénts between the United States and federally recognized
Indian Tribes, along with the trust obligation owed by the United States to federally recognized
Indian Trlbes and thelr cmzens as weli as apphcable statutes, Execunve Orders and relevzmt
- caselaw, :

.'The PI’E:SIdeI}t has also 1ssued several Exeeutlve Orders dlrechng ag. .es. to’ eoordmate .Wlth o
* federally recognized Indian Tnbes foratters covered by this-Ordet, meludmg SEEE

a. Executwe Order 1300? (Indzan Sacred Sites) ~ Dlree‘ong each executwe brauoh agency
- with statutory or administrative reésponsibility-for the matdgenient of F ederal’ Iands shall o
to the extent practicable, permitted by:law, and.not.clearly. mconsmten_t th |
agency functions, (1) accommodate access to and cerermonial use of Indian sacred'si
by Indian religious practitioners and: (2) avoid adversely affeetmg the physmal mtegnty

-of such sacred sites; Where' appropriate; agencies shall maintain the confidentiality of
sacred sites.

b. Executive Order13175 (Consultaﬁon and Coordination with Indian. Tribal Govemments)
- Directing Federal agencies to engage in- meaningful govemment—to-govemment
consultation with Indian Tribes, provide regulatory and: statotory waivers to Indian Tribes
to inerease flexible pohey approaches at the Tribal level, 4nd use consensital mechamsms




for developmg regulatlons on issues relatmg to Tnbal self oo
Fesources, or ndian Tribal treaty: and other nghts :

the development of agreements w1th federally recogmzé IIldlan ‘ribeis for stewardship of
. and waters, the Depmmentsaﬁirm the fonomgprmmples T




h. Where authonzations molude non-federally reoogmzed Tnhes they will be presumed
dzrectly mcorporated mto thls Order _ B
Section 4, Federal stewardshlp of Federal lands and’ waters, mcludmg wildlife and its

. habitat, In making management decisions for Federal lands:and waters, or for wildlife and their

habitat that Tiipacts the treaty or religious rights of. Indian Tribes, the Eepartments ml]
- incotporate the Prineiples of: Implementanon established.in Section:3-of this Order.

Section 5. Co-stewardshlp of Federa..-

i fe and 1ts habltat
. The: Departments will: endeavor_ to:-engage i i

g ._'-mterests in nen~adjacent Federal Jan s-;or.-.wa*iel‘S
Indian Tribe.

Service’s Tribal Conn
‘Hawaiian Organizati

_ sollaborative agreements an 'or pr v151ons in land management plans '
consistent w1th the Depari:ment 5 obligations under existing lawy - : :

b. _.Develop and 1mplement whenever p0551b1e employee perfonnance rev1ew standards that

C.. Coordlnate__and cooperate on. co—stewardshlp eﬁ'orts and mﬁatxves between the
' _ Departments -

d. . Use agneements as a tool 1o, foster oooperanon on protectlon of treaty, sub51stence and :
rehglous nghts conststent w1th consensual pohcy-makmg referenced i Executlve Order
- 13175;4nd T Lo :

e '_Evaluate and update Depamnental Manna]s handbooks or otherzgll_.._. ance
- consistency with this'Order. - - ¢

Where eo-stewardsh1p is not permltted by law the Department : ve"consmleratmn and
deference to Tribal proposals; tecommendations, and knowledge that affect management
- decisions on such: lands. wherevet: possﬂ)le




/ Section 6, Tribal stewardship of 1ands, waters, including wﬂdllfe and 1ts habitat. The o
-\ ‘Departments recognize that it is the. policy of the United States fo Tribal homelands to. .

I Tribal ownership and to promote Tribal stewardship and Tribal self-government. The
Departments will support consolidation of tribal Iandholdmgs Within feservations, inchiding
Tribal acquisition of Federal lands and private inholdings; in fiithérance of this Orderand..
cons:stent \mt‘h apphcable law.

T he: Departments will facilitate Tribal requests:to have. 1ands placgd into trust status, mcludmg
- for conservation, protectmn of sacred sites, cultural or rehglous use, or exercise of subsistence or
étreaty reserved ngbts, in furtheratice of this Order-and consistent’ wnth apphcable Taw.

= Sectwn 7 Explratlon Date ThJs Order is effective. 1mmed1ate1y it W‘ﬁl remmn m effect untll
&, its provisions are nnplemcnted and comipleted, or until itis amended, superseded or revoked

. Deb Haalau
. Secretary of’ the Interior-

) D_afg: NOV 15 2_0214 N R
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