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January 12, 2024 
 
Louis “Ted” Neff, Mt. Baker District Ranger 
Mt. Baker Ranger District 
810 State Route 20
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-1263 
 
Re.: Bagley Dam Decommissioning Project 
 
Dear Ranger Neff,   
 
On behalf of Conservation Northwest (CNW), please accept these comments on the Bagley Dam Decommissioning Project. 
 
We write in full support of the proposed action’s intent to remove the Bagley Dam and restore the hydrology to an improved and functioning state. As stated in the project purpose and need, the dam is in a derelict and dangerous state. We see this project proposal as an opportunity to correct and improve the hydrologic function of the area, restore impacted native plant populations and create a more proper functioning high elevation seasonal wetland resembling the plant & amphibian communities that would have existed prior to the dam being built. 
 
Conservation Northwest has a 30-year history of successfully leveraging funding and public support to protect, connect, and restore habitat and wildlife in the Pacific Northwest. We represent over 17,000 members and supporters dedicated to conservation and recovery action in our state. Our success is owed in large part to our practical allegiance to science and policy, and commitment to collaboratively work with managers, scientists, user groups, industry and other stakeholders to develop and implement durable restoration plans and projects; this includes our service on several forest collaborative groups across the state and our partnerships with the USFS on several restoration projects on both the west and the east side of the Cascades. 
 
We support efforts on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest (MBSNF) to restore ecological resiliency, hydrologic function and habitat conditions for wildlife populations at project and landscape scales. We also recognize the value of tribal and public access for cultural and recreational opportunities, and the importance of providing jobs and associated economic benefits to communities. We care deeply about this landscape, its vast wild places, connected habitat, and wildlife and human populations that it sustains.  

Ground Disturbance and Revegetation 
We would encourage the USFS to hire out or contact a crew for native plant salvage to take place in any ground disturbing area for access to the dam decommissioning site. Due to the nature of high elevation plants having such a shortened and condensed growing season and being highly susceptible to ground disturbance, the restoration may pose a challenge. Our understanding is that the USFS must source plants from local genetic plant material in their restoration projects, growing out plants from seed would take a minimum of a few years. Therefore, any viable native plants that could be salvaged from the 1,000 ft proposed temporary access road and set aside for the restoration phase would be beneficial to have mature native plants to replant into the disturbed area after the decommissioning is completed. 

Public Trail and Access
We support a safer, rebuilt public trail access that connects the Bagley Lake Trail Loop in place of the failing and structurally unsound dam. We would ask that the bridge be broad enough to not negatively affect the hydrology of the outflow at this point in the future. We would like to see the future bridge tied into bedrock, where possible, as opposed to impacting or filling on top of native soils that support native vegetation natural processes. 

Eastern Brook Trout Population  
We would encourage the WDFW & USFS to ensure they have done their due diligence, looking at future changes with temperature and flow regimes due to climate change within the North Fork Nooksack and connecting upwards in the watershed to the Upper and Lower Bagley Lakes. We would like to see further assurance with greater detail that non-native Eastern Brooke Trout pose no threat of transmission further down in the watershed where they may negatively affect native fish species. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project and look forward to seeing a successful restoration project at this location that repairs the ecosystem function while removing the dam from the landscape. 

Thank you for considering our comments as you draft the proposal of the final project. 
 
Sincerely,  
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Laurel Baum 
Sr. Coordinator, Central Cascades Watersheds 
lbaum@conservationnw.org

Cc: Jen Syrowitz, Sr. Manager, Conservation Programs
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