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December 30, 2023

Louis “Ted” Neff, Mt. Baker District Ranger
Mt. Baker Ranger District
810 State Route 20
United States Forest Service
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-1263

Re: Bagley Dam Decommissioning, Project #65167

Submitted online at https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public/CommentInput?project=65167

Dear Mr. Neff:

The Sierra Club, WA Chapter/Mt. Baker Group, has reviewed project #65167 for the Bagley Dam removal. The Sierra Club supports the proposed dam removal as long as it is done safely and with sensitivity to the environment, and the access road restoration is indeed temporary.

In addition, Sierra Club urges that whatever choice is made for the trail, whether it is maintenance of 300 ft of existing trail, or the building of the new location of the trail that is 800 feet long, be done in a manner that minimizes environmental impact.

We are concerned as to whether the Eastern Brook Trout population in the Upper and Lower Bagley Lakes might constitute a potential threat to fish in the North Fork Nooksack after breaching of the Dam. Before proceeding with the Dam breaching, we would like to see WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife and the USFS determine if there are Endangered Species Act issues inherent in this species blending, and whatever the answer is to that question, we would also like to see WDFW and the USFS carefully research potential threats and concerns regarding unleashing the Eastern Brook Trout, especially as to other fish species. It would be most beneficial if the findings of your research are published well before the process of breaching the Dam begins, so that public comment can be accommodated.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important project. If you have questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us at MtBaker@washington.sierraclub.org.

Sincerely,

Mt. Baker Group, Sierra Club WA Chapter

	/s/

Rick Eggerth, Chair

cc:	Amy Mower, Harry Romberg, Don Parks:  WA Chapter National Forests Committee
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