[image: ]Northwest Regional Office
711 Independent Ave.
Grand Junction, CO, 81505

P 970-255-6100  |  F 970-255-6111


March 22, 2022
Sulphur Ranger District 
Attn: Lands Staff, Alden Whittaker, acting 
P.O. Box 10 
Granby, CO 80446

RE: Willow Creek Land Exchange
Dear Alden Whittaker,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) thanks you for the opportunity to comment.  CPW has a statutory responsibility to manage all wildlife species in Colorado; this responsibility is embraced and fulfilled through CPW’s mission to protect, preserve, enhance, and manage the wildlife of Colorado for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people of the State and its visitors. 
CPW has reviewed the proposal and supports the land exchange for the following reasons.  The USFS would be receiving 50 undisturbed acres of publically accessible land in an area highly regarded for year round recreation, in exchange for 6 acres of federal property which borders development.  CPW recognizes that the public will gain significantly from this trade.  The 50 acre non-federal parcel, owned by TMII Development LLC, encompasses moose priority habitat, as well as elk and mule deer summer range.  Sportsmen/women and outdoor recreationists will have significantly more land to pursue Shiras moose during hunting seasons, a new stretch of Willow Creek for fishing, and additional hiking and wildlife viewing opportunities.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any other questions you might have.  Feel free to reach me at (970) 255-6179, or, by e-mail at travis.black@state.co.us . 

Sincerely,

Travis Black
Northwest Regional Manager

CC:	Jeromy Huntington, Area Wildlife Manager
	Jeff Behncke, District Wildlife Manager
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Elissa Slezak, Area 9 Wildlife Biologist
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