Town of Mammoth Lakes

Town Manager’s Office

437 Old Mammoth RD, Suite 230

P.O. Box 1609 Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Phone (760) 965-3601, Fax 934-7493

A H i L i dholler@townofmammothlakes.ca.eov

CALIFORNIA www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

October 20, 2023
Re: Town of Mammoth Lakes Town Council Subpart-C Public Comment
Dear Inyo National Forest Supervisor Yen,

For your consideration, please find the public comments of the Mammoth Lakes Town Council regarding
the initial Inyo National Forest Subpart-C proposed action. Town Council unequivocally supports access
to public lands for OSV users, and unless otherwise stated, is supportive of the current proposed action.
The Council discussed its recommendations provided herein at a public meeting on October 4, 2023.

Town Council is recommending changes to a few areas, specifically related to staging, access, and conflict
mitigation that are not addressed in the current proposed action, which council recommends addressing
through the Subpart-C process.

e Town Council supports the proposed Staging area at the New Shady Rest Campground. However,
the chosen route for the groomer shown in the proposed action is not viable. Council would
propose the Forest groomer use the existing Multi-Use Path (MUP) from the new proposed
staging area, cross the entry road into Shady Rest Park onto 35289, east onto 35288, then
connecting with the 'A Trail' just north of the park. The MUP is currently groomed by TOML for
non-motorized use and to ensure no net loss of non-motorized trail milage, council supports
moving TOML's groomed route into the forest east of the MUP. This option would reduce the
number of OSVs in Shady Rest Park minimizing congestion and reducing user conflict, while
maintaining the existing non-motorized trail mileage.

e Address the need for a high elevation OSV staging area. The current cinder shed would be an ideal
location for this use. To support the high elevation staging area, improvements to the site are
recommended, such as leveling, paving, and information / educational signage.

® Address the need for OSV staging along the Mammoth Scenic Loop Road, but not immediately -
adjacent to the additional paved lane used for snow-play parking. The Council recommends the
entrance to 3522 (Inyo Craters Road) as a viable staging option. Council also recommends
consideration of another staging area near the junction of the Scenic Loop and Highway 395,
allowing for staging opportunities when the Scenic Loop isn’t plowed.

* Council would like to see increased safety measures implemented related to the ORMAT Pipeline.
Many of these measures are spelled out in the CD IV pipeline NEPA document and the measures
called for in the document should be fully implemented. The requirements are on pages 2-67 and
2-68 from the final EIR for the ORMAT Pipeline, “Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Development Project
2-67 June 2013.

® Town Council is supportive of the Town of Mammoth Lakes previously submitted proposal for
expanded grooming in both the Sherwins and Shady Rest areas. In the Sherwins area, the Town
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has initiated and is pursuing a winter grooming program consistent with a recommendation from
the Sherwins Area Recreation Plan (SHARP), adopted by town council in 2011 along with the Trail
System Master Plan (TSMP). The SHARP was developed and drafted by the Sherwins Working
Group, a citizen stakeholder collaborative directly supported by staff from both the U.S. Forest
Service and the Town of Mammoth Lakes. Winter Map ID 9a is being developed by the town for
expanded non-motorized winter recreation opportunities in the Sherwins meadow area. Please
see the attached concept, rationale, and map for SHARP Winter Map ID 9a from SHARP.

* Also, per the SHARP, the Sherwins Meadow, from roughly the Tele-Bowls west to the bluffs, is
recommended as non-motorized should a groomed trail system be developed and implemented
in the meadow. The specific recommendation from the SHARP document for OSV use in the
Sherwins area — SHARP Winter Map ID #18 - is tied to winter grooming. Town Council looks
forward to working with the Inyo National Forest to further develop this recommendation from
SHARP as part of your final decision on Subpart C.

e Town Council is supportive of delineation of uses on SR 203 during winter months between the
Main Lodge area of Mammoth Resorts and the Minaret Vista. This could include creating lanes
for motorized and non-motorized uses along the road or 're-opening' of the original road for
OSV use which sits below the existing road to the North.

We appreciate your consideration and through our Subpart-C MOU, look forward to our continued partnership
to enhance opportunities and experiences for our residents and visitors enjoying the Inyo National Forest.

Sincerely,

A

Daniel C. Holler
Town Manager

SHARP Information Attached

Cc: Town Council
Lawson Reif, Outdoor Recreation Manager
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2. Proposed Action and Alternatives

LVFPD, and the MLFPD prior to construction. In consultation with the local agencies, the
USFS will determine any additional BMPs that shall be implemented. The Fire Protection
and Prevention Plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

I.  Requirement for the number and size of water trucks equipped with 50 feet of fast
response hose with fog nozzles that shall be maintained on-site during construction
for immediate response to fire incidents

2. Training of all construction workers on fire prevention methods, the proper use of
firefighting equipment and procedures to be followed in the event of a fire.

3. Maintenance of fire extinguishers and fire-fighting equipment at each construction
site sufficient to extinguish small fires.

4.  Definition of appropriate defensible spaces that shall be maintained around
permanent structures for acceptable wildland fire protection

There would be no adverse secondary impacts of Mitigation Measures PHS-1 and PHS-2.

Recreation

Mitigation Measure REC-1: ORNI 50, LLC shall post informational materials about the
CD-1V Project at, but not limited to: nearby recreation sites / campgrounds, access points, the
Mammoth Lakes Trail System website, and the Mammoth Welcome Center. This material
shall include construction schedules and safety information regarding trucks and other heavy
equipment use on local roads and NFSRs, and identify route closures. Signage shall be
designed to function during winter and non-winter conditions, and shall be consistent with
USFS and Town of Mammoth signage requirements, as appropriate. In addition, construction
vehicle speed shall be limited to 15 miles per hour; with temporary signage warning
construction vehicles to reduce speeds in areas with blind corners, narrow roads, or hills.

Mitigation Measure REC-2: ORNI 50, LLC shall monitor all pipeline routes for evidence
of OHV use and if such use is identified, further OHV use shall be prevented through posting
of signs and the physical blocking of access, or other restriction measures. ORNI 50, LLC
shall also monitor revegetation of pipeline alignments and replant vegetation if necessary.

Mitigation Measure REC-3: ORNI 50, LLC shall provide information regarding pipeline
crossing locations and road closures at, but not limited to: nearby recreation sites /
campgrounds, access points, the Mammoth Lakes Trail System website, and the Mammoth
Lakes Visitor Center. Signage shall be designed to function during winter and non-winter
conditions, and shall be consistent with USFS and Town of Mammoth signage requirements,
as appropriate. In addition, operational vehicle speed shall be limited to 15 miles per hour road
and signage shall be installed, consistent with USFS and County requirements. ORNI 50, LLC
shall also coordinate with the Town of Mammoth and the USFS to ensure that a Shady Rest
OSV staging area and access to the staging area is plowed to provide winter access. In
addition, banks formed by road plowing shall be shaped such that crossing grade changes are
gradual in areas where cross country use is prevalent.

In addition, implement Mitigation Measures VIS-1 though VIS-3.

Casa Diablo |V Geothermal Development Project 2-67 June 2013
Final EIS/EIR



2, Proposed Action and Alternatives

Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice

None required.

Traffic/Access/Circulation

Mitigation Measure TRA-1: Prior to construction and/or decommissioning, ORNI 50,
LLC shall develop a Coordinated Transportation Management Plan and work with Mono
County to prepare and implement a transportation management plan for roadways adjacent
to and directly affected by the planned CD-IV Project facilities, and to address the
transportation impact of the overlapping construction projects within the vicinity of the
CD-1V Project in the region. The transportation management plan shall include, but not be
limited to, the following requirements:

1.  Coordination of individual traffic control plans for the Project and nearby projects.

2. Coordination between the contractor and Mono County in developing circulation and
detour plans that include safety features (e.g., signage and flaggers). The circulation
and detour plans shall address:

Full and partial roadways closures

Circulation and detour plans to include the use of signage and flagging to guide
vehicles through and/or around the construction zone, as well as any temporary
traffic control devices

Bicycle/Pedestrian detour plans, where applicable
d.  Parking along public roadways

e.  Haul routes for construction trucks and staging areas for instances when
multiple trucks arrive at the work sites

f. Repairing and restoring affected roadway rights-of way to their original
condition or better after construction and decommissioning are completed,
where applicable.

3. Protocols for updating the transportation management plan to account for delays or
changes in the schedules of individual projects.

Utilities and Public Services

None required.

Visual/Aesthetics

Mitigation Measure VIS-1: Landscape Plan. Prior to construction, ORNI 50, LLC shall
prepare, submit for approval by the USFS, and implement a landscape plan that includes
planting of native trees and shrub vegetation at select locations to further screen well site
facilities and the geothermal pipeline from view from Sawmill Cutoff Road (NFSR 03S08),
Sawmill Road (03S25), Shady Rest Park, U.S. Highway 395, SR 203, and Knolls Loop.
The landscape plan shall be coordinated with the revegetation plan (refer to Mitigation
Measure VEG-1) including a monitoring and reporting plan. Permanent fencing shall be
precluded to reduce potential barriers to wildlife. To minimize adverse visual effects from

Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Development Project 2-68 June 2013
Final EIS/EIR



