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~DISTRIBUTRD, VIABLE POPDLATIONS
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2841 . Llthouan clearcut lzgging has
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steady-state rorest sondition Alabacs

atfected a relacive.rv shall percentage of zcukbheast ~iaska, 2z has and will

JEVE-Slgnlficant.;mpacts im the more predusfTliva arsag or e Forest “2.q.,

Praince of Wales Island!. “here ilcgging does cccur, 1 35 Typically
concencrated in the rare, Highly produccive cid-growth sitands at low:
2levagions. “n generzl, zhese same stands are ths most aluable Tor wildlife:
theilr less rasults wn disproportionate impacts on certain species (Schoen st
al. 1988) . Fragmentation of landscapes has increased $Silice industrizal scale

logging began in. 1854 (Table L) .  7The amount of old-growth Sorest remcied

chrough logging since 1984 ranged from 0% to 25% on a province bv province
basis 13 19921 (Table I). Under Alternativé P of the Revision of ‘the Tongass
¥ational Forest Land Management Plan {1992 wersiom! up to 7i% of 0ld-growth

Zerest will be narvested in some provances over the 150 vear 1ife ¢f the plan.

‘Bécause a relativelv small percentage of the iandscape has been modified, land
managérs ifn southeast Alaska still have an opportunity to maincain biological
diversity chrough spplication ¢f the principles of eonservacion biology {(e.g.,
Suring and Crocker-Bedford 1993) on a large geographic scale. HowevEr, if
management actioris ‘are not taken soon ‘to ensure the maintenance ¢f biclogical
diversity future management opticns' will bhe foreciosed, Tonservatiom of
biclogical diversity includes, among other management c¢onsiderations; specific
aotisns to snsare :ha:?viable;populatioﬂs'cf-all'wildlife are maintained.and

a:e'well-dispribute‘-:ver rhe lanﬁscape:{Keystone_Centgr 1991} . This'd@cumenp

PropoSes management ssandards designed te¢ maintdin well-distribured, -wviable

‘Dopulations of vertebryate speciis asgoriated with gld-growgh forests in

southeast Alaska.

THRE PROCESS

Background

_Reguiations were developed to implement the Natibnal Forest Management;nct'of

1976 on National Foresrs (USDA Forest Service 1982). These wregulations direct
the USDA Forest Sexvice to provide wildlife habitats capable of maintaining

viable populations of existing rative and desired non-native vertebraté species
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scross the Natiohal T3rests. A viable populactish 25 definsd 3as ¢ . .one which
~as the astimared numpers ind. digtrisuclion ©F Ieproductive indivaiduals To
ingure :10S concinued £X1SEence 15 weli dis;rlbutéa.ﬁﬂ“ chreuchour a Hatiopal
Torest. {USDA Forest Sarvice FH87:43048) . ‘Well. distribuced” has been defined

rrhroughout the exasting rande of the subspeciles” TI8DA Forest Sarvice 198%).

The regulatiocns further sctate that Y ... habitat mist be weli_dis;r;butéd 50
that. . .individuals caf irteract with dthers...” sn National Forésts (USDA
Forest Service 1982:13048) . »Well distributed® iz more specifically defined
£6r the purposes of chis document to mean that habitacs are maintained so thag

a species nas a high Tikelihood of ocourring withiin gach 1%, 000+ ac wactershed
(13, _ : s

recedence for this definition was set in the

1

‘within its current. Tange.
vssolurion of the appeal of the Flathead Matasnal FOTEST ~and Management Plan

in Montana ..

An interageticy commicrees was assembled in Gcrober 1960 by the Tongass Land.
:Managemgnthlan Revision Interdisciplindry Team. The CHarge'tQ'this committee
was to develcp“aﬁd:xecommendﬂmanagement-standards tphat provided a high
likelihood of malntqin¢ng viable, wéll-diStributed populacions bf.dld-grow:h
associated wildlife speciés on the Tongass. National Forést. This task was
specifically-limigeﬁ to rerrestrial wvertebrate species direcply associated with

old=growth forests-
To accompiish this rask the committee did the following:

1i.) reviewed prior efforts to address speciss with viability or.

distribution concerns on the Tongass National Foresc:

) identifiéd'sPécies-aSSQCiacad‘with pld-growth forest communities that:

3]

hayxhave:viability*ax distxibutidn.CGncerns either in the next 10
vedrs or as a result.df-the“cumuiative_impactsuof:proposed-managemen;

actions over rhe long term {i.e., 100, yrs)
3.) doCUmentedlthe{bespginfqrmaticn available on taxcncmy, population

starus,. demqg:aphicsﬁ-dndfhabitat-relationéhips of identified species

and tHe need for research to £ill significant data gaps;

127



