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September 12, 2023 

USDA Forest Service 

Attn: Gary Blazejewski- Flathead Fuel Break Project 

PO Bx 190340 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

Hello, 

Native Ecosystems Council, the Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Council for Wildlife 

and Fish, and the Center for Biological Diversity would like to submit the following 

scoping comments for the proposed Flathead Fuel Break Project. As a part of 

these comments, we have included 2 reports/publications: Suring et al. 1993, A 

proposed strategy for maintaining well-distributed, viable populations of wildlife 

associated with old-growth forests in Southeast Alaska; and Holbrook et al. 2018, 

Spatio-temporal responses of Canada lynx (lynx canadensis) to silvicultural 

treatments in the Northern Rockies, U.S. 

1. The agency is violating the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by

failing to provide public notice of this proposed project.

Native Ecosystems Council has been involved with vegetation treatment projects 

on the Flathead National Forest during recent years. We did not receive any 

notification that the Flathead Fuel Break Project was being released for public 

comment. 
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10.The scoping notice claims that fuel breaks are needed to protect "values at
risk,'1 but the value of wildlife habitat and wildlife are apparently not
included in these values.

The effect of logging on wildlife is well documented, as well as wildland fire. There 
are no benefits to wildlife from either logging or trying to reduce wild land fire. So 
it is not clear what the agency is addressing when the claim is presented that fuel 
breaks are needed to protect "values at risk." Wildlife and their habitat is "at risk" 
from the fuel breaks. Why isn't this effect of fuel breaks identified in the scoping 
notice. As per "purpose and need," wildlife management is also a requirement. In 
addition, there is no actual benefit to protecting communities from destruction 
from fire by logging, instead of hardening the communities. Why aren't the 
dollars being spend for logging instead being spent on hardening communities 
and homes in the WUI? Where is this alternative considered? 

�M� 
Sara Johnson, Direc , ative Ecosystems Council, Personally identifiable 
Information (PII)

:::::tector, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, PII removed

S���ctor, Council for Wildlife and Fish, PII removed

�Rs� Akland, Center for Biological Diversity PII removed 
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