From: Franz Camenzind 
Sent: Monday, March 6, 2023 9:18 AM
To: Stiles, Todd - FS, WY <todd.stiles@usda.gov>
Subject: [External Email]Curtis Canyon Scoping


Hello, Todd,

I’m sorry this is late coming in, but I hope you will at east look over my thoughts concerning the Curtis Canyon Road and Campground proposed upgrades.

First, I am very familiar with the Curtis Canyon area having camped and visited there many time since the early ’70s.  What has happened there in the past decade-plus is disheartening to say the least.  What is being proposed is a good start to better manage in the area and slow its degradation. Ironically, what is being proposed will only bring more visitors to the are and bring more impacts and challenges.   The proposed road improvements, particularly to the Goodwin Lake trail head and to the end- the Sheep Mountain overlook are appropriate. All other spur roads should be closed. The back country is easily assessable from those two main roads. This is not a big area. Unless there are rock barriers placed along potential pull-offs, there will be increased vegetative damage.  More barriers are needed.

I am also very concerned with the lack of information in the Scoping Document regarding management of the dispersed camping.  How many sites are there and how many visitors per site? Will there be more designated sites? How is human waste going to be managed at these sites?  We can not reasonably expect continued and growing use noted to a human waste public health problem, let alone a disgusting eye sore.  Why is there no plan to address this issue, or am I missing something?

Finally, over my 5 decades in Jackson Hole, I have seen the Curtis Canyon go from a quiet and beautiful retreat to a disgusting and poorly controlled, overused and abused area.  I have put out abandoned camp fires: I have taken out garbage. I have hiking off-trail and had folks indiscriminately shooting nearby (Not a hunting season.) I even found a box of dynamite and blasting caps discarded near the campsite. (I worked with the sheriff and had them removed.)

l was very involved (as a Board member and later as the ED of the Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance) with getting commercial timber harvesting halted in the area. And welcomed the winter closures put in place decades ago.  And now I visit the area only to get to Goodwin Lake and beyond.  And even that was a harrowing experience the last time, now 2-plus years ago.  It is just a very sad situation we- you face.  And who besides a few of old folks even remember what has already been lost?

We can’t keep the public off our public lands, but we must better manage the lands and the visitors. Good luck!

Regards,

  /signed/

Franz Camenzind Ph.D.
Jackson


Monday:  not that it matters, but I tried to send this the other day but had old e-dress and it bumped back.

