San Carlos Ranger District
Pike-San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands
Attn: Destiny Chapman
3028 East Main Street
Canyon City, CO  81212

July 20, 2023

Dear Ms. Chapman,
As strong advocates of environmental stewardship and the efficient management of federal lands, and as long-time friends and supporters of Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, we fully and enthusiastically support the proposed Locke Park Land Exchange.  We believe the exchange will greatly enhance the quality of natural resources in the Locke Park area, and improve opportunities for the Camp to enhance its unique educational programming and achieve its community service objectives.    
In studying the proposal, it is apparent that the acquisition of the private in-holding in the Locke Park area by the Forest Service will preserve and protect a wide range of unique habitats and vegetative communities; some that are critical, and will clearly strengthen ecosystem connectivity and integrity in the Wet Mountain Valley.  Boundary maintenance and monitoring costs for the Forest Service will be reduced, and an important water source for Canyon City will be protected. 
The Camp’s acquisition of property it has managed and operated for almost 70 years will remove the administrative burden and uncertainty of operating under a Forest Service Permit, allowing the camp to plan and invest in various upgrades to its buildings and facilities with greater confidence.  RTLC is humble in its origin as a non-profit camp operator, and preliminary plans we have seen for future improvements do not indicate a large expansion of its footprint or uses. Indeed, while numerous improvements to the site are needed, the conservation easement attendant to the exchange can be designed to maintain the camp’s existing historic character, protect and showcase environmental attributes within the boundaries of the new property, and minimize impacts to surrounding public and private lands.  
We have been property owners in Custer County since 1973, and we love the character, experiences, people, and beauty of the Wet Mountain Valley.  Our family was instrumental in the creation of the Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp in the late 1950’s, and through the years we have witnessed the extraordinarily positive impact the Camp has had on tens of thousands of people; young and old, including us, our sons and the children and family members of many of our friends. This exchange certainly seems a win-win proposition for the Forest Service, for the Camp and those it serves, and for the residents and economies of both Custer and Fremont counties.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this endeavor, and for the time and energy the Forest Service has put into this important project. We hope the exchange can be completed soon, and we stand ready to help in any way that we can.




Cliff Simonton							Teak Simonton
Land Planning Consultant 					Eagle County Treasurer

