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[bookmark: _GoBack]RE: 2022 Upper Grande Ronde River Mine Tailings Restoration –scoping comments

Please accept the following scoping comments from Oregon Wild regarding 2022 Upper Grande Ronde River Mine Tailings Restoration. Oregon Wild represents approximately 20,000 supporters who share our mission to protect and restore Oregon’s wildlands, wildlife, and waters as an enduring legacy.

Please specify what NEPA pathway will be used and what the public involvement process will be so that the public know what to expect. We hope to be able to comment on a more informative NEPA document. Please let Rob Klavins (rk@oregonwild.org) know if there is a field tour planned for this project.

Oregon Wild supports the intent of this project. The river has become simplified and is not well connected to the floodplain.

We do have some concerns about dumping mine tailings in the deeper parts of the river. 

Are the mine tailings free of mercury or other pollutants? 

Are the deeper areas of the river serve and pools that currently provide habitat for fish? 

How will future flood flows reorganize sediments? How can we use those natural forces to our advantage? (E.g., minimize mechanical manipulation of sediment and wood and let natural processes do most of the work).

This is a complex endeavor with significant trade-offs. Please plan carefully and use geofluvial experts to guide design and implementation. These “Stage 0” projects are not a type of restoration that has a long track record. We still have a lot to learn. Every river is different. Be humble.

Please be sure to consult with the affected tribes, especially CTUIR.

The tree harvest is not well described in the scoping notice. Please provide more information about that.

If there are native mussels present in the project area, please take steps to conserve them.  Native mussels play an important role in ecosystem integrity and their conservation requires special care and attention.  Land management activities, including logging, roads, and aquatic restoration projects, should strive to avoid and minimize adverse effects on native mussels and other aquatic invertebrates. In the design and implementation of these aquatic restoration efforts, please review and apply the recommendations for mussel conservation found in these two documents. Blevins et al 2019. Mussel-Friendly Restoration: A Guide to the Essential Steps for Protecting Freshwater Mussels in Aquatic Restoration, Construction, and Land Management Projects and Activities, 32 pp The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, Portland, OR. https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/19-013.pdf; and Blevins et al 2017. Conserving the Gems of Our Waters- BMPs for Protecting Native Western Mussels During Aquatic and Riparian Restoration, Construction, and Land Management Projects and Activities. 108 pp. The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, Portland, OR.   https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/18-001_01_XercesSoc_Protecting-Native-Western-Freshwater-Mussels-BMPs_web.pdf


