
To: State Director Doug Vilsack

Bureau of Land Management

Colorado State Office

2850 Youngfield Street

Lakewood, CO 80215

We, the undersigned businesses from across Colorado, are writing in support of the proposed
20-year mineral withdrawal for the Thompson Divide and request  you move quickly to finalize
this rule to protect one of the many areas that mean so much to the state of Colorado.

This mineral withdrawal is important for a variety of reasons. From the importance of protected
landscapes to public land, wildlife, and community health to the economic benefits that come
from healthy public lands to the broad base of support for protecting the Thompson Divide it is a
no brainer to conserve the Thompson Divide.

Protected landscapes are critical to the health of nature and our communities. Oil and gas
development has a demonstrated impact on people's health today, via ozone and other toxic
pollutants, and in the future in the form of climate change and habitat destruction. By limiting
development in areas that are too special to drill, like the Thompson Divide, we can protect our
communities health from pollutants. These protections will also ensure the habitat connectivity
and integrity of the over 200,000 acres of mostly roadless habitat, spanning a dozen
watersheds. In a world of rapid development, protecting the Thompson Divide is a necessity for
our health and the things that make Colorado such a special place to call home.

The economics also make sense. Recent data shows that outdoor recreation has overtaken oil
and gas in terms of economic output. A recent study shows that the Thompson Divide supports
more than 300 jobs and generates more than $30 million each year. Allowing oil and gas
development in the area would decimate the ranching, recreation, and hunting that bring so
many to enjoy this valley to support our local businesses and economy.

For nearly two decades ranchers, environmentalists, hunters and anglers, recreationists, and
businesses have come together to design the boundaries and stipulations surrounding this
mineral withdrawal, even supporting a permanent withdrawal as part of the CORE Act. While we
wait for Congress to finalize passage of the CORE Act and protect this jewel permanently, it’s
imperative that the Thompson Divide receives protection from you, the managing agencies, via
this common sense proposal.

Thank you for all of your work to manage the public lands here in Colorado. We appreciate all
you do for this great state and look forward to seeing the protections quickly implemented for
the Thompson Divide.

Sincerely,

Aspen Ski Co Atlasta Solar Center Bonfire Coffee
Aspen, CO Grand Junction, CO Carbondale, CO

https://www.aspendailynews.com/thompson-divide-contributes-30m-and-294-jobs-to-the-local-economy/article_9e013ebf-bfda-5098-a0eb-e7f4da34c9ec.html


Bonfire Collective Conatus Counsel Defiance Rafting Company
Golden, CO Fort Collins, CO Glenwood Springs, CO

Dohm-Icebox, LLC Durango Outdoor Exchange Ecoflight
Longmont, CO Durango, CO Aspen, CO

GreenValleyEnergySolutions  High Desert Outdoor Life Kaart
Grand Junction, CO Cortez, CO Grand Junction, CO

Mable’s Bagels PRIMI Pasta & Wine Bar Raitman Art Galleries
Durango, CO Durango, CO Vail and Breckenrdige, CO

Relish Studio Rig to Flip Ripple Effect Training
Boulder, CO Dolores, CO Carbondale, CO

Roan Creek Ranch Scott’s Roofing Sew Alpine
Grand Junction, CO Lafayette, CO Durango, CO

Singletrack Trails Slopeside PH, LLC Snagwood
Grand Junction, CO Mesa, CO Boulder, CO

Suffer Better Timberline Events LLC Wagner Skis
Denver, CO Englewood, CO Telluride, CO

Western Slope SUP WildEdge Brewing Collective 81301CoffeeHouse&Roasters
Hotchkiss, CO Cortez, CO Durango, CO


	DOC36	"Ian Roche" 1/17/2023 [EXTERNAL] Thompson Divide Comment.pdf
	DOC37	Attachment:1	Business Support for Thompson Divide Mineral W.pdf




