


White Rocks Mountain are you going to take precautions to keep from spoiling our hard work
building trails which include, bridges, turnpikes, water diversions to stop erosion, rock and
wood steps, and clearing of blowdowns over trails.  It is a continual process involving hard
work and many who put in many hours to keep the Appalachian Trial not only passable but a
beautiful place to walk.

I question also the use of chemical spraying to lessen the amount of rhododendron. 
Rhodendron and Laurel is beautiful.  When hiking it gives shelter from the cold winds and in
summer it provides cool shade.  It gives the trail a garden like beauty that appears to have a
gardener tending it all year long.  It rewards us with beautiful blossoms each spring which
attract many people to admire the incredibly beautiful blossoms.  They come.  They see.  They
spend money.  There is even a festival dedicated to their honor named the Rhododendron
Festival.  You may have heard of it.  Roan Mountain is famous for it.  To spread poisons over
it is unconscionable.  Not only does it ruin the beauty of it but it leaves residual chemicals in
the water and soil.  It protects the soil from erosion.  You plan on using Imazapyr which when
it breaks down one of the chemicals it releases is nicotinic acid which is highly toxic to
pollinators from bees to butterflies.  I read that it can persist in soil for 1 to 5 months and in
water for 3 to 8 days.  What will that do to fish and amphibians?   I request that you analyze
and disclose all potential effects of herbicide overspray and/or run-off on all fish, amphibians,
and aquatic macroinvertebrates.  What will it do to the animals that drink that water?  What
about the hikers that drink the water that come from the springs on the trail?  What will it do to
crayfish in the beautiful clear streams of Dennis Cove and Pond Mountain?  I know you can
restock fish but will you restock crayfish?  There are some crayfish in Tennessee that are
threatened or endangered so will you restock those if they are there?  Will you filter the water
to catch any that die to see how many you need to restock?  How are you going to apply these
chemicals?  Aireal spraying or some other method?  How will you protect humans from the
application of the chemicals?

I also understand that you will be applying glyphophate.  How will you protect insects such as
butterflies from the application?  Glyphosphate I read can cause permanent eye damage as
well as lung inflamation.  How will you protect hikers from those chemicals?  Will you insure
that the other chemicals that go with that application such as POEA which breaks down the
cuticle of the leaves to allow it to go into the plant and is toxic to fish even more than the
glyphosphate?  Glyphosphate is banned in Europe and in California because it is classified as
a carcinogen.  How will you protect the residents from that carcinogen?  How will you protect
the hikers?  There are 5 hostels in area and a bed and breakfast.  How will you protect those? 
Will you protect their water supply since I understand glyphosphate persists in soil for 1 to 5
months and in water 3 to 8 days.  I read that it is not broken down by sunlight or water and can
leach into ground water.  When it does break down formaldehyde is one of the chemicals
formed and we know that it is a carcinogen.  Will the forest service pay for any cleanup?

During the prescribed burns how will you protect not only the trail structures but also the
hikers?  Will you be transporting hikers around the areas that are on fire or still smouldering? 
Will you be protecting endangered, threatened, and candidate species?  Will you be protecting
bear cubs and deer fawns from being burned alive? 

Your description states that you will be eliminating non-desirable species of plant growth.  Is
that part of bio-diversity?  What species will be elimintated?  The area includes endangered
Gray Bats, and Indiana Bats.   I request that you analyze and disclose the presence of all
endangered, threatened, and candidate species of plants and animals in the area of the






