


aquifers any hydrologist can tell you that water is found at multiple
levels traveling through fissures in hard rock and piercing randomly
through the hard rock risks disrupting and contaminating those flows
that feed vital wells for humans and livestock.  

It must be remembered that national forests are  multi use lands.  This
guiding principal must be born in mind.  I understand the mining law of
1872 is invoked by mining interests to do whatever they would like for
their profits.  But the multi use intention of national forest public lands
must also be taken into account.  The potential for any of these
exploratory activities is very large and disruptive and precedent setting. 
Categorical Exclusion seems to me to be an end run strategy to avoid
responsible participation in an existing community, to the populations
of people who do use these lands for multi purposes more now than
ever before.  

Finally, in considering the exploratory drilling pad sites it must also be
born in mind that the equipment and activity creates serious compaction
of the surface soils which then impedes the recovery of the ecosystems. 
So even if no minerals are discovered or not enough to warrant mining,
at the surface level a great deal of damage will have been done. 
Damage that would be expensive and further disruptive  to reverse.  

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Thomas D Thorson




