Hi Linda and Todd, 

I was waiting for Small Projects to provide comments, but that session went by pretty fast so I wanted to send over a few notes real quick for the Curtis scoping.  

For Project #3 – the proposed size of the new trailhead sounds much too small.  The current trailhead, if I remember correctly, would fit upwards of 30 vehicles.  I frequently saw the trailhead full or nearly full.  If the new trailhead is too small, I’m afraid it will create an issue with people parking along the roadway and creating substantial resource damage in more areas.  The new trailhead needs to be able to accommodate at least 2-3 truck-trailer combos.  As a Wilderness trailhead, we really need to ensure stock use is an option.  It would be ideal to have a hitchrail and stock tie area adjacent to the parking area.  Our Ranger crew frequently used the hitchrail at the old trailhead.  There are several stock-based outfitters (with permits administered by the Jackson RD, Big Piney RD and Teton Basin RD) that have this trailhead and route in their operating area.  I imagine we’ve not seen as much use in recent years due to the poor road conditions, but if the road is improved I imagine they will begin doing trips accessing from this area again… as well as the public.

For Project #5 – The Forest Service would also install rock barriers to confine vehicle use around campsites and at the two overlooks.  We need to consider stock-use and truck and trailer combo when working on these sites.  Campgrounds usually don’t accommodate stock users very well, we need to keep them in mind when designing and restricting dispersed sites.  

I’m not sure if the area where the old parking for accessing Table Mountain is included within the proposal.  I’ll add, several times that I’ve been on that trail, I’ve heard complaints from the public of that parking area being destroyed.  Anyone that accesses that area has to essentially park in the road.  Adding a pullout or widening would be a welcomed improvement.

I’m really excited to see the Campground being expanded and fully support that effort.  If there is an opportunity to add an area for a few stock user sites, that would be great to have as an option.

I have heard disappointment from a few people that we are proposing to create a longer route by rerouting the trail.  I think the reroute will be a great improvement!  The section of trail that will be removed was always a lot of work to maintain – a lot of drainage work and clearing.  I think closing the Goodwin section of road and rerouting the trail will be a great investment and much more sustainable option.

Sorry for the last minute notes.  Thanks for considering,
Jess
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