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In the annaia ©of the Appalachian Trail Confersnce the triennium 1964~67

will be known ’ss the era of negotiations, or else the beginning of that

era, Within the territory in which I am partioulsarly ipterested there
have been repeated interviews with land owners, with state and federal
legialators, and with loeal, county, state and federal officiala =~ all
vwith the intent of forestalling or warding off threatened or actual en-
eroaschments on the Appalschian Trail, Success has sbtended these efforts
-== in part.

There are those of us who have an active part in the construetion

of new segments of the asppalachian Trall., The feeling is that they are

our own creation; in conaequence we feel a peculiar attachment to these

particular segments, It iz with some forehoding, then, that we countemp~
late the inevitable: if the Trall is t¢o survive, these segments aloag
with the rest of the Prail must become part of a Federal system., No
parent ig quite st esse when the care of his child is turned over to
gtrangers,

Pogaibly at some fubture date the manufacture of automobilas and road
construction will reach a satlursbtion point, snd the tide of spreading
gsuburbis will reach s pesk anf recelde toward the central clties. Per-
neps at that time the wilderness will be reborn, and the Trail returned
to those wWho have eared for iV these many years., iIts a thought, anyway.

Puring the triennjium we have accepted with regret the retirement of
the Rev. A. J. Shumate 4% his boys of Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Re-
treat, Va., as Trail maintainers. The Rev. Shumate volunteered and gave
mach assistance during the Xmmaikt construction of the lengthy South-
wegtern Virginia relocation.

fieloomed to the Confersnce in the same area were the Piedmont iLppe~

lachian Trail Hikers of Greensboro, N, C,.
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It had been hpped that the completion of s sevenbtsen mile relo~
@atiaﬁ gsould be reported at this meeting. Relcoatlion will move an
extenaive gection of Traill in Giles County, Va, from valley roads
to the erest of Peiters Mountain. The geetion, although 4ifficuld of
socens, containg at Jymme Gsp one of the wost beautiful views east
of the Mississippi. Belocation has been baset with more delays, Aaif-
fiemlties and frusbrations than mny other iun Conference higtory.
To avoild any roed welking whatsocever 1% had bean planned %o losvate

the southermmost mile and a half moross & minor elevation known ass

Hemlook Ridge. Some six weeks ago I received from the ﬁampany owning
- thie land a form of agreement for Trail acocesa, Coniained therein

was an indemnity provision whieh made 1t impossible for me to aign,

On Wedneslday, May 17, I received a second form of agreement
from the company. We may now prooeed, The indemnity provision had
been deleted,



