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oUTH FORKS
S VEL LENGTH  GRADIENT  pyp
CLASS LEI 5 52 (32) miles 42 fpm 2 days
1163 o
>1.5
III\I/I\‘,’ 42

) d end (3,500 ft.)
PUT-IN: - X000 or Creek( (confl. 2,160 ft) 1,960 ft.}

TAKE-OUT: :
. 101 miles
SHUTTLE: Kayak, canoe, raft

AGES: No
POIS%ASON: May, June, July
. Krassel, (208) 634-8151

%

MIT: No : :
e . Williams Pk., parks Pk., Pilot Pk., Chicken Pk,

MAPS
Warren 15', Payette NF
CHARACTER: Steep mountain-river, boulder-choked rapids,
limited access, trail, wilderness.

easons the South Fork of the Salmon

DESCRIPTION: There are good r
is becoming a popular whitewater run. It has the perfect mix of whitewater,

scenery, and seclusion.
The rapids are a mix of long rock gardens and steep single drops. The
d when the flow was below 1'. The

South Fork has been kayaked and canoe
run loses most of the whitewater excitement at low flows, but remains a

beautiful wilderness tour. When the water’s high, the South Fork contains
some challenging whitewater. Bruce Olson and Mike Lyons kayaked the
entire 52 miles in a day by putting on when the water was high enough t0
entirely submerge the Krassel Gauge. The large flat rock below Hettengeris
called Greyhound, because the hole that forms below the rock when e
water’s this high is, according to Lyons, big enough to surf a Greyhound bus

~ The river runs through a beautiful granite canyon. The vegetation is®
E ?lgltg;cdkrgor%sys ail)nd open mountain sides, much li}{<e the Middle Fork. E{Z

1 1S . . . . 0

on the left. Yolzl can sr?e\:/;}((l:)reiilf(é ; btlhg bl;)ulder cholsd il Wl}h’agﬁt five
miles down from the put-in, Th en the boulders at most flows. t's ¥ pard?
or a frightening minefield of € next big rapid is Surprise: & fun 107 %l
Creek Rapid of deep holes, depending upon the WateT Jevel: 1

. pid, formerly known as Teeter . Jentified by ¢}
cliff onthe left and the st a5 Teetering Log, eafl be identifics yo Jeft
by high water, used to beeeP drop at the base of the cliff. A -teetermg . a;hed
toffn 82, Don's go e e on he edge of this ciff. Flig? W There”
only a short recovery po lebdeep holes in the first part of this rapid

At the South Forlfq g efore the second part of the rapid- gings a0

developed camping, A Eard Station there is a bridge, some buil if profl®

18. A shuttle can drive here with camping gear ' ot

west. On the left bank. fj I
bank. Look for some b 1ve miles downstream, Hettenger Ran:g:; Fro”

ui : « %
ldmgS, an old incinerator and an air

1 J
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. uipment could be flown in and lef; ,

iver the ranch is out 01f' 3??&1?%’[3&1(” Bar makes regular tlights ;, Lg;z

: . Macl

irstrip if you ‘Ivni?tatr?d <1;ars can drive in here as well, but Secegh and Wapy,

Juring the sum ‘ .

Summits must be &%eFE{St rapid, is the biggest. A huge logjam ¢y the
Fall Cr‘?gk;\t high water Fall Creek is a long series of steep Chuteg, deey

marks the rapi javes. It’s steep enough that you will probably want o g,

holes ﬁdﬂ}z\% \Zivrops slow moving water develops between the firg tWo dropy

i Qiﬁe rapid can be sectioned b}: kayaks.

o Upstream of the South Fork’s mouth, Mackay Bar, a back c

ranch, is just a short hike up the river-left bank of the Main Salmon, T, gt
there, stop when the trail on the right bank of the

South Fork starts to Climb
away from the river, because at the mouth, there is a large bluff that’s difficult
to get around. With reservations, there are cabins and hot meals available o
Mackay Bar. Beer and candy can be bought withoyt ICservations but, the price
is reflective of American Economic Theory.

Tighy

ountry gyeg;

an a Jupe reading :
€ shuttle is long ang difficult, Starting in McCall, go east on the main
Street along the lake. Where the main r

the Lick Creek Roaqd

0ad turns south towards Boise, follow
leftang gy 34miles o the confluence with the Soqth Fork. Then(;l;lt'lf11
of McC e tothe end of the road. If the Lick Creek Road is closed, gos b
east (I:) iy Cascade, ust north of Cascade take the Warm Lake Road to :
the§ et oo the South Fork oad, and turn north. Follow the South Forl; p«z n
2 mﬁlcgssgtt(\)lt'he °nd of the road. The take-out is east of Ri ggins up the Salm

Negar Creek . cCall can also be reached from the takej()‘}f]gg

ek Road, jfip’g Oben. Most of the passes in thisareaop encllntaﬂs
vers o SNOWpack. Ca) s GrIC P2 Bageer DIECIeh dotalls.

Tvers ¢ he hged at the sporting goods shops in S cen

Stoppeq © float oyt oy the Main Salmon you need a permit. People

4nd fine €oming off the South Fork.
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FORK SALMON, GOAT CREEK RUN

SOUTH
L LENGTH GRADIEN
CL\/?%S LZFZ% 6 miles 83 fpm T TImg,
: v >4.5' hours
JN:  Goat Creek, mile 8.9 (4,680 ft.)
TAKPI;fgé#: Poverty Flats, mile 14 (4,180 ft.)

UTTLE: 7 miles
SHCRAFT: Kayak, cano¢
PORTAGES: Logs
SEASON: May, June
GAUGE: Krassel, (208) 634-8151

ERMIT: No |
v MAPS: White Rock Pk. |

CTER: Swift mountain river, ledge drops and r
CHAR logjams, removed road, remote. ock gardens,

DESCRIPTION: The Goat Creek run on the South Fork of the

isa greatclassIV day run. There are at least 20 good drops including Oiglérll;;; |

V ledge. The run is extremely secl_uded and the’water cold. The road climpg \

up away from the river at the put-in and doesn’t return until the take-out |
You may have seen the high water put in technique for this run i "

Rocky Rossi video. It’s very shallow and rocky below the pipe. If you can see
the rocks, walk down the steep hill and avoid the theatrics. |
About half way down this run, logs start to show up. A sharp, but open, |
corner to the right signals the start of the bigger drops. There is a huge log m |
the eddy at the top on the left. You can’t miss the obvious horizon down-
stream. The next drop is a class V series of ledges known as Double Drop.
Keep your nose up. Pitons are common here. There’s an easy portage onthe |
right, put in either mid-way or at the bottom. |
The class I riffle just below has an innocuous, but dangerous under-cut ‘
rock right in the middle. On one cold spring morning, [ was eddied out in the
pool below this drop watching Clinton LaTourrette float down. Suddenly, he
literally disappeared from the river’s surface, pulled down by the undercut. As |
I jumped out of my boat, his yellow helmet rose up and broke out of the watef
in the same place he had gone under. His face was out of the water and he could
breath, but he was pinned to the bottom. Our eyes locked and T remember
mentally going through a hundred rescue techniques in about five seconds.
Then I could see he was moving forward in the water. He had reached down,
Eut his hands on the rock and bottom and pulled forward and free. His kay® |
reac}'ll‘fisoom of the water like a surfacing submarine. 0
more significant rapids remain, both are steep ledges droppifie’, ¢
reversals. The first is marked by a log bridging the river below th® drop -,
zl?;lf com;e1 around the corner it looks like the log is sitting right on the Wat: i
ace, however at all but the highest flows there’s plenty of cleardf®” j |

zongl1 irse(‘))r(l) tll'l(ls ]{un and going under this log is a tight squee€ze, you One
oK. There are lots of logs and sweepers on the this run as W
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RV ML AV INFL N AR Y LK, LOWE
A i UU 111 1 VARER R
EANYR LRI B

LENGTH GRADIENT
CLASS  LEVEL 15 miilas 67 fory Sy
IIVH_-V.*. >1,,500 cfs

4,650 ft.)
IN:  Johnson Creek (4,
TAKPl;ngT: Indian Point (3,640 ft.)
SHUTTLE: 15 miles
CRAFT: Kayak

PORTAGES: No

SEASON: May, June

GAUGE: No*

PERMIT: No

MAPS:  Williams Pk., Parks Pk.

Warren 15, Payette NFF
CHARACTER:

Small mountain river, high gradient, continuoyg

boulder-choked rapids, logs, road, secludeq.

, Pilot Pk, Chicken Pk,

- : _ mover the course of the run; boat scouting
will put YOu 1n a Jot more,

elow the short fla¢
back-to-back class
still have ¢q t
imulator. Whi utin . _
: g this rapjq d I kept
looking OWards the sky to finé) thgnz;n plane o 1 Brennanan ;
SCrambleq down th J

. Waler warm_yp  the river drops directly into two
V rapids, The first o

ne has a fairly clean line, but you will

o € a clean lipe. It has lots of nasty rocks,
gauge copgjg theg rot Wg raS l‘(’V II. Above 1,600 cfs on the Johnson Creek
€€k put-in

Scout thig p, hi i
e bo ; N While settin
ach Cagop, oM and thip,

S are lookip retty bj by the time you
Vo ionCreek i ok — 20 no f, S only g oron

-CI. Thingg only get tougher upstream and
i but YOl gti bené(r)n 2 “Thatjve Put-in, Thig Will cut out most of the class
théne Adrenglipe focus po: 8 throug, SOMme river wide holeg and dodging
FOrlr(OCkS boerge ang the elg o Atlowey flows the rapids become technical as
AN be : Wl P Some definjtjop, The East Fork South
drink g o€ are 800d cqp, ' Water, by be carefy] of broaching or pinning.
lttle ;11 s gag 5 2 Fooes A both g Put-in and the take-out. Food and
OWn of Yelloy, gierfecan be found » mile up from the start in the
ge iS IOC .
an tl:: ion Creek isa:ﬁg 100. Yards Up Johnsop Creek on the right bank.
le. cdto Judge then}.?-]or SOurce of Water for the East Fork, this
OWs for thig Tun. See the appendix for the

g up the shuttle. If you

QA



East Fork
South Fork Salmon River
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£AST FORK SOUTH FORK SALMON RIVER, UPPER

LEVEL LENGTH GRADIENT T
C{ﬁAIS& 250 cfs 3 miles 123 fpm I-ZI}IYcI)Ers
PUT IN: Vibika Creek (5,020 ft.)
TAKE OUT: Johnson Creek (4,650 ft.)
GHUTTLE: 3 miles
CRAFT: Kayak
PORTAGES: No
SEASON: May, June
GAUGE: Near Stibnite
PERMIT: No
MAPS: Yellow Pine, Payette NF
CHARACTER: Steep creek, continuous, technical, logs, road,
secluded.

DESCRIPTION: If you like catching eddies and flying down steep
chutes, you’ll like this run. This is a little creek, with lots of technical rock
gardens and a couple of steep chutes. Some of the chutes may require scouting
simply because the bottom is hidden under the horizon. At higher flows these
ledges could change into powerful reversals. There are two good rapids at the
end of the run. The first is just upstream from the East Fork Road Bridge and
the second 1s at the confluence with Johnson Creek. The stretch that can’t be
seen from the road is basically the same as the rest of the run.

There is an operating gauge seven miles upstream from the put-in. The
hydrograph is based on the old gauge, located upstream of the confluence.
Though this gauge is no longer operating, the data is more accurate for judging
the season and actual volume of this run.

The put-in is east of Yellow Pine three miles on road 412.

Elevation cfs
o East Fork South Fork Salmon River

S0l Upper Run -1 700

— - 600

5100 b AVerage gradeint June Peak—2,050 cfs, 6/14/33 - 500

123 fpm

P/\ Drainage area—104 mi.2 1
400

4
0 // \\ = 300
4700 \ - 200
-1 100
450y) Miles (months 1-12)
OM I S L e 3 o b e Jo g | s 0
2 3 4 5 6 7 g8 9 10 11 12



N CR EEK
JOHNSO VL LENGTH GRADIENT TIME
cl ASS I(I',(%O c;”s 6 miles 53 fpm 3 hours
a [ce Hole Campground (5,600 ft.)
pine Campground (4,650 ft.)

CReES: O
PORTASON: June
“ASON: Ma
SEASGE:  Yellow Pin®
. No
PE&Z’II[,? Log Mtn., Caton Lake, Yellow Pine, Boise NF
CHAR ACTER: Steep creek, rock gardens, logjams, road, secludeq
PTION: There are tWO outstanding rapids on this run. The f;
is ﬁgl?tcaltztlhe start, the second at the end. In between, there are four m _1615 ef;rst
class 11 and 111 busy water. | of
If you start at Ice Hole Campground, Deadhorse Rapid is around
f class II-11I; not much of a warm uptfhe
or

corner following @ hundred yards of €
cadhorse starts off with a long rock garden. After crash
hed between two bouldersina slotltr;n

what follows. D arts Of1
fledges, the river 1s pinc

feet onto a boulder in the center of the currey

i,

down aseries 0 _
feet across dropping SIX : .
Depending On the level, yqufre e;ther going to hit the boulder, surf an
cushion or, if you’ve been living right, you might squeak through clean "lfl}%ly
left. The outside is choked with SWéepe:;l |
|

the river takes a sharp turn to the
don’t go out here. The turn leads into a fantastic rock garden that ends i
na

great play hole. From here down to the confluence with the East-Fork South.
Fork you can relax and reflect on your fast start. The last rapid is a(;:lth-
10 the mixing currents of the two rivers. At this poeirelg

boiling mess due
Johnson Creek is about twice as large as the East Fork South Fork. There’sa

stick gauge on Johnson Creek about 100
. , yards up from

the appendix for the rating table. P the confluence. &

Elevation
i Johnson Creek os |

5100
Y /\ June " |
Peak—6,230, 6/17/74 — 1 |

5000
4900 \\ / \ Drainage area—213 m. |

i Mean elev atino—7,170' —
4800 t— Average gradient / \ 410

I 53 fpm
4700 X \ |
4600 / N\
300 e =" Miles (months 1-12)

I

0 ) 4
6 8
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