| am writing to express my full support of Perpetua Resources and the Stibnite Gold Project. The
project would finally address legacy mining issues that have been plaguing the site for decades and
help secure the minerals we need for America's future. The company has shown its commitment to
Valley County and the state of Idaho and | encourage you to adopt the proposed activities outlined
in the company's 2021 Modified Mine Plan during the permitting process.

Today, arsenic and antimony levels at the site are far beyond what is considered healthy for humans
or aquatic life. Metals have been leaching into the ground and surface water around the site for
years from mine waste that was left behind from legacy mining operations. The Stibnite Gold
Project, as outlined in the preferred alternative, will improve water quality conditions at the site
because Perpetua Resources plans to remove old mining materials. Of course, the project will
contribute new mine waste. However, the SDEIS concludes Perpetua's design features and today's
technology will reduce new impacts to water quality. There are environmental benefits to the
Stibnite Gold Project and | believe the right checks and balances are in place to move the project
forward.

Perpetua Resources wants to invest $1 billion in our state, bring more than 1,000 jobs to rural Idaho
and still provide access to Idaho's public lands. This is the type of project our state needs. After
reviewing the project for six years, | highly encourage the U.S. Forest Service to move the project
forward with the improvements laid out in the SDEIS.

Alonzo Smith



