Derek Padilla 
District Ranger 
USDA Forest Service, Dolores Office

December 21, 2022
Re Comments on Dolores Recreation Access and Infrastructure Improvement Project, and specifically on  Proposed parking lot on FS 385

Dear Derek Padilla, 
The family members of the Reddert Ranch would like to register our concerns regarding the current proposed parking lot on FS 385, and to suggest an alternate location for it. We attach a map indicating both the proposed new parking lot, the adjacent gate to Reddert Ranch’s Hackley Reservoir property, and our suggestion for an alternate parking lot site near the existing entrance road to Forest Service land and trails (listed as 385.D on the FS map provided with your proposal.)  
[bookmark: _Hlk122505653]The FS’s proposed parking lot location would create or increase conflict between the public and private landowners and between different public users of Forest Service Land in the ways described below. As private landowners nearest to the proposed parking lot and most affected by it, and as users of the Chicken Creek Trails on public land, we hope the FS will give appropriate weight to our concerns and suggestions.  
1) Conflict re trespass on private land
The current proposed parking location is within feet of a gate to Reddert Ranch’s Hackley Reservoir property (80 acres). We have had numerous instances of trespass on this private land, even with private property signs posted, and encouraging the public to park there would increase this problem. 
2) Conflict re ingress and egress to private property. 
The Reddert Ranch uses the gate to our private property adjacent to the FS proposed parking lot location for tree thinning purposes and for moving cattle – with the FS proposed parking lot in this location, cars, trucks, and cattle would interfere with each other. Cattleguards would need to be installed to entrances and exits of the FS proposed parking lot, to keep cattle being driven up or down FS 385 from entering the parking lot. Currently, this corner is one of the only places trucks can turn around on F385, and a parking lot would likely make that more difficult if not impossible. 
3) Conflict re winter access 
The easement which Reddert Ranch gave to the Forest Service in the 1960’s for this stretch of road requires the Forest Service to maintain it. Currently Montezuma County plows only to the existing entrance to Forest Service land far below the proposed FS parking lot. Does the FS have a commitment from the County to plow farther north on FS 385 to the proposed parking lot in perpetuity?

All three of the above problems would not occur or be less likely to occur if the Forest Service were to build the proposed parking lot near the existing entrance to Forest Service property, indicated as an alternate parking lot site on the attached map. The existing lower entrance is farther from private lands, is already and would probably continue to be used by the public for parking, does not interfere with private land ingress/egress, and has an existing cattle guard already at this entrance. Finally, the County already plows to this point during the winter.
Thank you for your consideration. 

Ryan Brown for Reddert Ranch LLC

