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October 20, 2022

RE:  Oregon Hunters Association comments on the Sweet Home Ranger District, USFS Willamette National Forest “2022 Roadside Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project”

The Oregon Hunters Association (OHA) is a sportsmen’s conservation organization with 10,000
members in 26 chapters across Oregon.  OHA values our National Forests as a public place to hunt and recreate, and as a valuable asset providing habitat for the wildlife we care about.  As such, the management and access of these lands are of critical importance to OHA.  We have been engaged in numerous projects to improve and protect habitat conditions, and we value our partnership with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS).  We are providing comments and input on the 2022 Roadside Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project.

The project proposes to reduce forest fuels along existing Forest Service Roads to create a fuel break that could be used in the event of future wildfire in the Middle Fork Santiam River drainage.  

OHA supports the proposed action for the following reasons.

Due to existing topography and limited access, there are limited areas available to mitigate fire risk and fire growth once it is established.  Creating this fuel break should increase fire response and provide an improved anchor location for suppression actions.  This in turn should lead to a better chance of eliminating catastrophic or large-scale fires.

Recent examples from the Labor Day Fires of 2020 demonstrate the need for these types of proactive actions on USFS lands.  In part, the end result in 2020 were large catastrophic fires, damage to private lands, loss of habitat, and the creation of a situation that essentially closed the lands to public entry for years. 

OHA Supports the project design details in the proposed action, specifically the use of seasonal operational restrictions.  Further, OHA is in full support of the use of Categorical Exclusions (CE) when, as in this case, the project is well vetted and the use of CE’s may expedite the planning process to move the project towards implementation.

Benefits from this project will work towards keeping these lands open in the future by allowing for suppression actions that could reduce the chance of large-scale catastrophic fires.  By mitigating risks to firefighters and improving access for emergency response, OHA would expect the USFS to have rapid, safe, effective responses to future wildfires, thereby reducing the chances of having additional catastrophic fires that would force additional public use closures.






OHA wants to emphasize the need for project design features in the proposed action that minimize the introduction and spread of weeds across the forest by strictly enforcing decontamination of equipment used in all phases of the project and additional restoration work.

Access of our public lands, including those in this proposal, are a priority to OHA.  Managing and balancing this access with wildlife needs should always be considered.  

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed action.

/s/ Mike Totey
Conservation Director
Oregon Hunters Association
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