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	Developed Sites Niche Bridge for the Coming Decade


	Flathead National Forest 11/04/05

Niche Emphasis:  Nearby & Remote Wilderness, water destinations, trail access

	
	Rivers and Lakes
	The Bob
	Quiet Trails
	Backcountry
	Varied Use
	Swan Mosaic

	Setting Function

How will the setting function to support the niche emphasis?
	Clear, Clean water with road access nearby is focus for recreation
	Vast Wilderness, historic F.S. district, backdrop to communities, W&SR
	Alpine lakes in deep forest w/ miles of trails, primitive oppty’s
	Less developed along water (?), scenic views, remote & largely unroaded
	Highly roaded, rolling mtns., abundant wildlife, scenic 
Two dev ski areas within
	Grizzly linkages between 2 WZ’s, scenic backdrop & vistas, major highway

	Setting Appropriateness:

How appropriate is the setting for the location of developed sites?
	high
	Low 
High for TH accessing water, wz, wildlife areas
	Mod
High for TH accessing water, wz, wildlife areas
	Mod
High for TH accessing water, wz, wildlife areas
	mod
	Low
High for TH accessing water, wz, wildlife areas

	Site Function: What functions should sites perform to best meet the niche emphasis?
	Access to water oppt’ys, site protection
	Access to WZ & remote, high risk exp’s
	Access to nearby bkctry oppt’ys
	Access into bkctry w/roads & unroaded expanses
	Easy, roaded access for disp day use
	Mixed ownership permits more roaded activ’s.  Designed for Grizzly linkage to WZ’s

	Key Activities in support of the niche emphasis for the coming decade
	Paddle, float, boat, fish, overnight use,
Swimming
	Hike, horsepack, paddle, float, hunt
	Hiking, viewing, renewing
	Gathering, hunting, hiking, disp camping, x-ctry, sno-mobile
	Gathering, hunting, driving, OHV, viewing, x-ctry, sno-mobile
	Driving, hunting, viewing

	SITE TYPE/ DEVELOPMENT SCALE

Needed to provide key activities

Sites will typically be the lowest dev scale possible to maintain visitor experience & protect the resource
	Campgrounds/ 2-4 
	Trailhead/ 1-2
	Trailhead/ 2
	Trailhead/2
	Observation Site 2/3
	Observation Site 2/3

	
	Boat ramp/ 2-4
	Campground/ 2
	Picnic/2
	Campground/2
	Trailhead 2/3
	Trailhead 2

	
	Picnic/ 2-4
	Cabins 3-4
	
	Cabins 3-4
	Cabins 3-4
	

	
	Cabins 3-4
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Swim Sites
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Trailheads 2-4
	
	
	
	
	

	SITE CAPACITY

Low  <50

Medium = 50-150

High  >150
	Low-Med
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low-Med
	Low-Med

	Strategies:  Developed oppty’s are primarily associated with water features or nationally significant attractions.

*Swan, Tally, Ashley, Hungry Horse and Holland Lakes have nodes of higher dev scale facil’s, and higher capacity strategically placed to serve users & protect resources.  “The Bob” will remain with low site capacity and dev scale 1 & 2.   The Camp Misery TH in the Quiet Trail setting is appropriate as a medium capacity and a dev scale 3.



Water, Wilderness & Wildlife  


Sharing the name of the lake and rushing rivers that wind through it, the Flathead NF is a critical piece of an incredible intact ecosystem that sustains the grizzly bear and the quality of human life.  Whether visitors trek deep into the world-renowned Bob Marshall Wilderness or view the towering mountains from their backyard, the Forest is a “tap root” essential to the communities.  Forest visitors experience self-reliance, challenge and renewal on downhill slopes, as well as in rustic settings along Wild and Scenic Rivers, mountain lakes, and Wilderness. 





Settings, Special Places, and Values


The spectacular glacial mountains feature majestic peaks, lush forests, snowfields, lakes and alpine.  Waters of the Forest flow from numerous mountain streams into the Swan, Stillwater, and 3-forks of the Flathead River downstream into Flathead Lake, largest freshwater lake west of the Great Lakes.  World-class wild lands include the Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex, three nationally designated Wild & Scenic Rivers, and the adjacent Glacier National Park.  As stewards of portions of both the BMWC and Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem, the Forest has a responsibility to provide educational opportunities to help sustain this incredible landscape for future generations.  


Rivers and Lakes – Clear glacially fed streams offer a mix of white-water and quiet water in rocky and forested canyons with outstanding mountain views, and provide habitat for native Bull Trout and Westslope Cutthroat Trout.  Although road access is nearby, floaters on the river often have a sense of solitude.  Crystal clear mountain lakes have scenic backdrops offering solitude and nodes of highly social interaction.


The Bob – It is part of BMWC, the largest contiguous Wilderness in the lower 48 and includes wild segments of Wild and Scenic Rivers.  This area is habitat for grizzly bear, wolves, and large elk herds.  Craggy peaks along the Continental Divide and vastness make this a remote and challenging Wilderness.  Turn of the century Forest Service heritage is represented in the Wilderness Historic District.


Quiet Trails – Alpine Lakes nestled in steep, dense forest, with miles of hiking trails.


Backcountry – Less developed trails along North Fork, Swan Front and Hungry Horse Reservoir offer spectacular scenery & views, and a sense of remoteness.


Varied Use – Highly roaded, rolling mountain forest with scenic vistas and abundant wildlife.  Big Mountain and Blacktail Mountain are winter wonderlands offering spectacular views of Glacier Park.  


Swan Mosaic – Grizzly Bear travel corridors link the bear populations in the Mission and Swan Ranges.  Scenic vistas of these ranges are seen from the Swan Highway, a major travel corridor between Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks and part of the Northern Continental Divide Scenic Loop. 


Activities/Opportunities/Experiences:  


Most of the activities are setting related and less facility dependent and provide a sense of freedom.  Facilities provide access to opportunities.  Some increased use levels are accommodated through management and by other providers.  Outfitter & Guides help provide quality recreation experiences.  Environmental education is a focus and provided through partnerships.  


Rivers and Lakes  -Paddle, float and boat the Wild and Scenic Rivers or lakes.  Stay overnight on a river or lake in a campground or a cabin.  Lakes offer uncrowded fishing and boating opportunities.  Featured lakes with more amenities include portions of Swan, Tally, Ashley, Hungry Horse and Holland.  


The Bob – Experience a pristine, untamed adventure on the Middle & South Forks of the Flathead River, hike or horse pack across the Continental Divide. Vastness and high risk offer a “true” wilderness experience.  


Quiet Trails – The Great Bear, and Mission Mountain Wildernesses and Jewel Basin hiking area are a hiker’s paradise.  More accessible, though still primitive, hiking experiences offer good introductory opportunities to backcountry, and renewal for community residents.


Backcountry – huckleberry picking, dispersed camping, hunting, hiking, and x-ctry skiing & snowmobiling occur in the roaded portion of this largely unroaded setting. 


Varied Use – Hunting, firewood cutting, Christmas tree outings, driving for pleasure, snowmobiling & x-country skiing occur.  Local demand for motorized use will be evaluated and accommodated when compatible in this setting.  Big Mountain offers world class skiing and snow-boarding.  Big Mountain Nature Center is a focus for education and community appreciation of the ecosystem.  Blacktail Mtn offers affordable family downhill skiing.


Swan Mosaic – Checkerboard ownership provides more motorized road opportunities which permit hunting and viewing wildlife and scenery.  


Primary Visitors  


Locals�
Visitors within 1 hour, day use�
�
Weekenders/Adjacent counties�
Visitors within 2-4 hours, 2nd home owners, camping,�
�
National and International�
Visitors within 4+ hours,  4 day + stay, more affluent, older, skiing, GNP�
�
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