May 6th, 2022

USDA et al,
Regarding the Wedgetail Exploration Drilling proposal in the north range of the Santa Catalinas, several  compelling reasons to decline this proposal must be considered. First, Wedgetail is attempting to elude producing an EIS by deeming itself a “short-term mineral investigation” when the timeline described in the Forest Service PDF is laughably short and impractical to accomplish the procedures described. The environmental destruction wrought will be long term, as 55+ boreholes of at least 1400 feet are drilled, sensitive habitat near Oracle Ridge is permanently destroyed during construction of a 1000-foot road capable of transporting heavy equipment, and long-term depletion and contamination of the aquifer below the site is allowed to permanently affect residents north of the project. In fact, The two-month “reclamation” effort described will do nothing to mitigate the long-term damage which will destroy native and endangered flora and fauna already stressed from the long-term drought. The sweetheart deal requiring only “stabilization and reseeding” this sensitive area does not even address the surface concerns, as contaminated sludges recovered from the drilling area will poison not only the drill site but surrounding public lands. 
Secondly, 36 CFR 228 requires “sound environmental practices” be followed, and any drilling in an area affected by severe drought is certainly not “sound environmental practice.” In fact, Wedgetail’s designation of only 1.28 acres as the only “disturbance area” is misleading, as the construction, staging, and restricted public access to the land all affect a much larger area than delineated in the document. This seems to be an effort to skirt creating an EIS. 
Additionally, the Oracle Ridge Conceptual Section that is visible on the company’s website outlines a much larger project that is specified to be run by Eagle Mountain Mining as of November 2019. The Wedgetail LLC designation was approved in July 2019, so both the actual entities involved and the scope of this project appear intentionally obscured.
Finally, one need only look at San Manuel, or what is left of it, to predict the ghastly future of this project and to envision what is really at stake if the project is allowed to proceed.

Sincerely,

Saba Bennett
Stakeholder and Environmentalist


