 

Treed Up Outfitters
Sheridan, Montana
03/09/2022
Carly Gibson	
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest
420 Barrett St.
Dillon, MT 59725
To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Bill Wood, and I am the owner/operator of Treed Up Outfitters in Sheridan, Montana.  I am writing this letter in response to the proposed usage plan that was sent out for public comment.  I would like to thank the National Forest Service for listening to our concerns and considering our opinions.  I think there are some very useful opportunities listed in the plan such as mountain biking, overnight hiking trips, backcountry skiing and game retrieval.  These opportunities could help some outfitters expand and offer new opportunities to people visiting our area.  I do however have some issues with the proposed added mountain lion usage.
My permit allows me to guide mountain lion hunts inside the proposed landscape to include the entire Gravelly landscape (excluding the Centennial Recommended Wilderness and Mt. Jefferson MAs), Tobacco Root landscape (in the Madison District), entire Madison landscape, Pioneer landscape (Torrey Mt Recommended Wilderness, Pioneer Scenic byway, East Face, and West Face MAs), and the Tendoy Mountain Range (not listed in proposal).  I am currently permitted for 36 days of day use for fall and winter mountain lion hunting in the listed areas.
In the proposed day use increase, there would be an additional 174 days in the existing area permitted, specifically for mountain lions. There would also be an addition of winter mountain lion hunting to an existing permit which would create a percentage of 130 days per year.  This would jump the total number of permitted mountain lion hunting days for outfitters in the listed area from 36 to potentially 340.  Mountain lion hunting in region 3 runs off twenty-three separate quotas and the total number of lions that can be harvested at this time is 27 with proposed quota changes for 2022 dropping to 16.  If the proposed usage days are approved and the average guided mountain lion hunt is five days, there could be a total of 68 five-day guided mountain lion hunts in the listed areas.  Below are my four concerns.

Concern #1: Existing Outfitters
Since the original proposal was sent out for public comment, at least one outfitter listed is no longer in business.  What will happen to the additional days that this outfitter has requested?  

Concern #2: Outfitter to Outfitter Conflict
Existing big game permits, whether it be for fall elk and deer, or winter mountain lion have set boundaries, so outfitters are not overlapping.  In the proposed usage plan, the Tendoy area would have two outfitters permitted in the same area; the Pioneer landscape would have two outfitters permitted; and the Gravelly Range would have three outfitters permitted in the same area for mountain lion hunting.  This would create unnecessary competition and increase the risk of having multiple outfitters hunting the same areas/animals therefore creating conflict between permittees. 

Concern #3: Outfitter to Non-Guided Public Conflict
This concern goes right along with the previous one.  If multiple outfitters are permitted in the same area, it will limit the general public’s ability to be successful in the listed area.  Mountain lion hunting cannot be compared to any other big game hunting in the sense that there is only a limited number of cats in each area. If multiple outfitters are running the same roads as the public there will be unnecessary competition, ultimately leading to unnecessary conflict.  According to data, nonresident harvest of mountain lions in the listed areas has not exceeded 30% in many years.  It is not out of the question to see nonresident harvest approach 75%-100% if the proposed days are approved.  If outfitters are allowed to compete as dictated by the proposal, it could result in quotas closing earlier than usual. This could limit the nonguided public use of our National Forest and in turn create conflict between outfitters and the non-guided public. 

Concern #4: Abuse of the Natural Resource 
Management of mountain lions is an extremely delicate task that can only be accomplished with biologists and houndsmen working together to monitor the population and set quotas appropriately.  Creating competition between outfitters could lead to harvesting immature animals and overshooting quotas that have been carefully selected.    

In my opinion, the proposed plan will set outfitters up for failure by overbooking, limiting the non-guided public use of public land and most importantly, could have a devastating effect on our natural resource.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
  
Sincerely,

Bill Wood
Treed Up Outfitters
