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Mr. Beach,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the “Payette Lake Trail- East Side CE”, which proposes to construct a 0.7 mile single-track, non-motorized trail across National Forest System (NFS) lands. This trail would connect to the Fall Creek Loop Trail (#107), continue through Idaho endowment lands, and connect to a gated gravel road known locally as Silver Gate Road. The entire length of new trail construction is 3.2 miles. 
I do not support the construction of this new trail for the following reasons:
· The trail bisects a trailless section of forest and in some sections, borders/crosses into a designated Idaho Roadless Area (IRA). The Crestline Trail (#109) already bisects this IRA and additional trails will further fragment wildlife habitat in one of the few remaining trailless areas adjacent to McCall. 
· Although the Fall Creek Loop Trail and the Silver Gate Road are closed to motorized recreation use, they are both currently being utilized by e-bikes and motorcycles. By constructing a new trail, this issue will only be exacerbated.  
· The Payette National Forest (NF) and Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) have been unable to prevent illegal trails from being constructed in other areas around McCall. Due to the terrain in some areas along this proposed trail and the lack of law enforcement officers on federal and state lands, additional illegal trails leading from this trail will likely occur.
· The proposed trail would not connect to a designated trail system. It would connect to a closed gravel road that goes through Idaho endowment lands and Ponderosa State Park. This road should be designated as part of a trail system before a connector trail is even proposed. 
· The Idaho endowment lands that this trail bisects has the potential to become NFS lands if a land swap proposal submitted by the Payette NF is approved by the IDL. I urge the Forest to table this trail proposal until the outcome of the Idaho endowment lands is determined. The IDL and Payette NF have completely different objectives and it is unreasonable to make changes to the landscape when the future of the adjacent land is currently unknown.
The need for this project is listed as: “to respond to a request to construct a non-motorized trail by the Central Idaho Mountain Bike Association (CIMBA)”. I understand that CIMBA would like to create a mountain bike loop opportunity around Payette Lake. Doesn’t this opportunity already exist via Eastside Drive or the Crestline Trail (#109) to the Fall Creek Trail (#107)? 
There are already hundreds of miles of trails that can be utilized by mountain bikes around the McCall area. According to the City of McCall website, “McCall is designated as a ‘Silver Ride Center’ by the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA). This designation is reserved for destinations with large-scale mountain bike facilities with the best the sport has to offer. Currently, only 37 IMBA Ride Centers have been named worldwide.” Additionally, the Payette NF is in the process of designating 5.6 miles of unauthorized trails in the Bear Basin area and Tamarack Resort has proposed a special use permit that includes 20 miles of new hiking/biking trails in the Boise National Forest. I understand the growing need for recreational opportunities near McCall but encourage the Payette NF to consider limiting mountain bike opportunities to a few areas where a stacked trail system can be constructed, such as Bear Basin. This would reduce fragmentation of wildlife habitat and stress on sensitive species and big game. It would also limit opportunities for illegal trail use and allow for focused enforcement with limited state/federal resources. 
I appreciate the opportunity to bring forward comments and thank you for considering them. 
