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Dear Forest Service,

While I completely support the need to restore the forest structure and reduce risks, I am opposed to the interruption of the nesting habits of our local Bald Eagles.  
Major issues with the FS Environmental Analysis regarding bald eagles: 1) One of the trails planned to be moved, currently goes nicely around the eagle nesting area—the planned new location for that trail would run straight through the eagle nesting habitat.  The plan is also to now allow e-bikes on that trail is even more disruptive. That much activity nearby may cause them to find a new nesting site; 2) the plan assumes that the nesting season starts in early January, just as the eggs are laid and proposes for work to be done near the nest right up until that moment. Anyone watching the camera knows that the nesting season starts with courtship and nest building activities in October, just as it has done this week. If trail-building, prescribed fires and mechanical clearing are done right up to January, Jackie and Shadow would likely not lay eggs at all and would probably abandon the area. 3) The plans for working around roosting areas are based on mappings of roosting areas done nearly 30 years ago and updated 11 years ago—nothing current. But, it is an entirely different pair of eagles that are nesting here now and the wintering bald eagles are also very likely to be different individuals than previously. It is an inaccurate assumption to say they roost in the same places as the previous pair or previous bald eagles in the area. This data must be updated to the current situation before the plans to lessen impact can be properly made and evaluated.
I ask that before moving one twig on that mountain, you consult with experts regarding the existing nests and follow their direction.
Sincerely,  
Sheila Fierro
