
Ms. Katie Isacksen
Forest Planner
Siuslaw National Forest
Katie.isacksen@usda.gov

Re:  Response to Proposed Sound Limit Changes on the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area

Dear Ms. Isacksen and Colleagues:

	Thank you for the opportunity to enter the discussion about seeking a solution to the noise pollution of the Hauser area.  Noise is a pollution and must be recognized as such.  It affects our quality of life and the beauty of nature.  

	This recognition has led the Canadian Park Service to ban motorized vehicles in some areas.  It has led to the State of California beginning a three-year plan to phase out UTVs at the Oceano dunes.  It has been the impetus for city controls on vehicle noise.  It accounts for the existence of 40 CFR 205 Subchapter G - NOISE ABATEMENT PROGRAMS of the EPA.
§ 205.152 Noise emission standards.
(a) Noise emission standards.
(4) Off-road motorcycles must be designed, built and equipped so that, when properly maintained and used, they will not produce noise emissions in excess of the levels specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section, for an Acoustical Assurance Period of one year or a distance of 3000 km (1865 mi) after the time of sale to the ultimate purchaser, whichever occurs first.
(2) Off-road motorcycles of the following and subsequent model years must not produce noise emissions in excess of the levels indicated:
(i) Off-road motorcycles with engine displacements of 170 cc and lower:
	Model year
	A-weighted noise level (dB)

	(A) 1983
	83

	(B) 1986
	80


(ii) Off-road motorcycles with engine displacements greater than 170 cc:
	Model year
	A-weighted noise level (dB)

	(A) 1983
	86

	(B) 1986
	82



	Do not the EPA rules have primacy here?  Why not enforce the rules above, which have been made after extensive study and review?  What standards already exist for the State of Oregon?
OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
CHAPTER 340, DIVISION 35 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DIVISION 35  
NOISE CONTROL REGULATIONS

Policy
340-35-005 In the interest of public health and welfare, and in accordance with ORS 467.010, it is declared to be the public policy of the State of Oregon:
Table 1
(340-35-025)
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE STANDARDS
Moving test at 50 ft. (15.2 meters)
	Vehicle Type
	Effective For
	Maximum Noise Level, dBA

	Motorcycles
	1975 Model
	86

	
	1976 Model
	83

	
	1977-1982 Models
	81

	
	1983-1985 Street Models built after December 31, 1982
	83

	
	Street Models after 1985
	80

	
	Moped models built after December 31, 1982
	70

	
	Off-road models with engine displacements of 170 cc and lower:
	

	
	1983-1985 Models built after December 31, 1982
	83

	
	Models after 1985
	80

	
	Off-road models with engine displacements greater than 170 cc:
	

	
	1983-1985 Models built after December 31, 1982
	86

	
	Models after 1985
	82

	Snowmobiles as defined in ORS 481.048
	1975 Model
	82

	
	Models after 1975
	78

	Trucks and school buses in excess of 10,000 pounds (4536 kg) GVWR
	1975 Model
	86

	
	1976-1981 Model or Models manufactured after January 1, 1978 and before January 1, 1986
	83

	
	Models manufactured after January 1, 1986 and before (reserved)
	80

	
	Models manufactured after (reserved)
	(reserved)

	Automobiles, Light trucks, and all other road vehicles
	1975 Model
	83

	
	Models After 1975
	80

	Buses except school buses, as defined under ORS 481.030
	1975 Model
	86

	
	1976-1978 Models
	83

	
	Models after 1978
	80

	Motorboats
	Models offered for sale after June 30, 1980
	82



Table 4
(340-35-030)
OFF-ROAD RECREATIONAL VEHICLE STANDARDS
Allowable Noise Limits
	Vehicle Type
	Model Year
	Maximum Noise level (dBA and Distance from Vehicle to Measurement Point

	
	
	Stationary Test 20 inches (1/2 meter)
	Moving Test at 50 Feet (15.2 meters)

	Motorcycles
	1975 and Before
	102
	85

	
	after 1975
	99
	82

	Snowmobiles
	1971 and Before
	
	86

	
	1972-1975
	
	84

	
	After 1975
	
	80

	Boats

	Underwater Exhaust
	All
	
	84

	Atmosphere Exhaust
	All
	100
	84

	All Others

	Front Engine
	All
	95
	78

	Mid and Rear Engines
	All
	97
	78



Table 5
(340-35-030)
AMBIENT STANDARDS FOR VEHICLE OPERATED NEAR NOISE SENSITIVE PROPERTY
Allowable Noise Limits
	Time
	Maximum Noise Level

	7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
	60

	10 p.m. - 7 a.m.
	55



	With proper standards and enforcement, the dunes can be enjoyed by all.  The standards of the EPA and existing standards of the State of Oregon demand a much lower noise emission level than that proposed by the Forest Service.  We should enforce existing standards, not raise them!  
	Thank you very much.
			
						Sincerely yours,

					 
								         
