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LARKSPUR FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

9414 South Spruce Mountain Road Larkspur, Colorado 80118 

Business Phone (303) 681-3284      Fax: (303) 681-3201 


December 21, 2020

USDA Forest Service Rocky Mountain Regional Office

Attn: Reviewing Officer

P.O. Box 18980 

Golden, CO 80402

This letter constitutes the project specific, pre-decisional objection submission by the Larkspur Fire Protection District (LFPD), Douglas County Colorado addressing the Pike & San Isabel National Forests' Travel Management Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS MVUM analysis) and Draft Record of Decision (Draft ROD). 
The LFPD’s objections and concerns, as expressed in our November 1, 2019 comments for the PSINF MVUM Plan (attached to this letter), were not incorporated within the Draft ROD.  The LFPD strongly objects to the Draft ROD recommending the decommissioning of any road that would provide access for wildland firefighters to reach a fire start, to allow them to quickly egress an area in the event of rapid fire escalation, or for EMS responders to reach a medical emergency.  These are Life Safety issues that rise far above any other management concerns.  
The LFPD does not believe that the four areas of Public Safety Screening Criteria 10 utilized in the analysis process, even begin to adequately address the myriad of concerns that exist within the realm of public safety considerations with regard to considering the value of an existing road.  These should be revisited and expanded in scope for future Motorized Travel Management Analysis.  Life safety issues need to play a more prominent role in such an analysis.
It should be noted that from a practical standpoint, a FS Road does not need to meet ML3 or higher maintenance levels to be of use and value by fire and EMS emergency responders that are accustomed to responding in remote areas and have the appropriate vehicles to do so. 
Roads to be decommissioned that are of particular concern to the LFPD are all located within the Pikes Peak Ranger District of the Pike National Forest along the eastern edge of the Rampart Range.  These are the FS Roads 323 and 324B in northern El Paso County and of greatest concern for the LFPD, is FS Road 327 between mile markers 1.8 through 4.7, located in southern Douglas County.  
These roads are the only roads that project east from FS Road 300, also known as Rampart Range Road, along a substantial section of the Rampart Range between Dakan Road and Mt. Herman Road.  As such, they are critically important for access by emergency response personnel to areas that would be otherwise incredibly difficult and time consuming to reach.  While according to the Public Safety Screening Criteria 10 “FireOblit” the 323, 324B and 327 roads are not planned for obliteration after decommissioning, it is unclear what the maintenance status of these roads will be and whether they will be available and suitable for emergency medical and fire response over time.  
These same roads are the only routes available to access large tracts of forest for fire suppression.  Especially in drought years with very dry fuels, fires that develop in these areas have high potential to grow large quickly and fast response time by firefighters is of the essence for effective control purposes.  Fires that grow large in the lands surrounding these roads, given the typical zonal wind flows and drainage alignments, would become a threat to several residential communities within the LFPD including; Woodmoor Mountain, Spruce Mountain Estates, Valley Park, Perry Park Ranch and Remuda Ranch.

The LFPD has reviewed Douglas County’s project specific, pre-decisional objection submission addressing the Pike & San Isabel National Forests' Travel Management Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS MVUM analysis) and Draft Record of Decision (Draft ROD) dated December 21, 2020.   The LFPD is in full agreement with and in support of Douglas County’s response.  The points brought up in that document against the proposed decommissioning of FS Road 327 between mile markers 1.8 through 4.7 mirror the LFPD concerns and objections.  The LFPD would also extend those concerns and objections presented in the Douglas County response to the proposed decommissioning of FS 323 and 324B roads.
Douglas County’s request to the Pike National Forest for a non-motorized trail originating from the Sandstone Ranch Open Space and tying into the 327 Road, would provide an access route into the Pike National Forest from the east border of the Pike that currently does not exist. This proposed trail would allow the LFPD to expedite a much quicker mutual aid response for this area of the PNF, as a trail is a much faster ingress/egress route for a hand crew than trying to negotiate thick undergrowth in a cross country foot approach.  The LFPD is in full support of that trail link to the 327 road which should not be decommissioned so that Pike firefighters can make a motorized approach to a fire in that area from Rampart Range Road.  Two routes of access and egress to a wildfire is a key safety consideration for wildland firefighters.
In addition, Roads 327, 324B, and 323 were not listed on the following document:

“Stipulated Settlement Agreement”

“Case 1:11-cv-00246-WYD Document 101-1 Filed 11/13/15 USDC Colorado Page 15 of 31

Current List of Unauthorized/Unanalyzed' Routes-in the Pike and San lsabel National Forests.”  This also raises the question of why these roads are proposed for decommission.

It is the sincere desire of the LFPD that FS roads 323, 324B and 327 between mile markers 1.8 through 4.7 not be decommissioned.  Please leave all these routes fully open to motorized use in the Final Record of Decision for the Pike and San Isabel National Forests Motorized Travel Management Analysis.  The safety of our Fire District residents, wildland firefighters, and EMS responders should not be compromised.
The LFPD appreciates the efforts of all who have contributed to the creation of this plan and may we continue to support each other on this and other issues into the future.

With respect,
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Randal R. Johnson

Fire Marshal

Larkspur Fire Protection District
 “Dedicated to our community through quality services, compassion, and excellence”
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