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          12/9/2020 

 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Humbodt-Toiyable National Forest 
1200 Franklin Way 
Sparks, Nevada 89431 
 
Re:  Comments on Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Forest-wide Prescribed Fire Restoration 

Project  
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (the Department) appreciates the opportunity to provide comment 
on the Scoping Proposed Action for the Humboldt-Toiyabe (H-T) National Forest Forest-wide 
Prescribed Fire (Proposed Action) Restoration Project. We have included our specific comments in the 
attached table and offer some overarching questions and concerns below.  
 
In general, the Department greatly appreciates the consideration of management tools for landscape-
level range and habitat improvement. In reading the Proposed Action, we find that few specifics on how 
this tool would be utilized on the landscape are addressed. The Proposed Action does not adequately 
address where, or under what conditions, prescribed fire is an inappropriate or overly risky management 
tool and would not be considered for use. The Department is also concerned with a lack of sufficient 
analysis and sideboards to account for historical and ongoing disturbances, such as utilization by 
livestock or wild horses and burros that may jeopardize a prescribed fire’s success. It is unclear how the 
USFS will move from a landscape scale analysis to a site-specific determination regarding the 
appropriateness of prescribed fire as a management tool. The document is largely missing a framework 
for assessing on the ground conditions and risk that are critical in order to implement a successful 
project. In addition to being very overly general, we recognize that large-scale and frequent wildfire 
already occurs across the entirety of Nevada, the H-T included, and we question the need for more fire 
on the landscape. There are alternative management techniques that may result in similar ecological 
outcomes while presenting far less risk of undesirable or unplanned negative outcomes. 
 
We would also like to point out that there is a fairly extensive existing body of literature illustrating fire 
return intervals in big sagebrush shrublands normally exceeds 50-100 years and may be even longer 
within A. tridentata ssp. wyomingensis habitats, and low sagebrush shrublands do not deal well with fire 
whatsoever (Davies and Bates 2020). Sagebrush systems are not considered fire dependent or fire 
adapted in the sense many forested systems are, although fire may promote diversity in some types of 
sagebrush. Big sagebrush (A. tridentata) in particular, is already losing ground to fire due to decreased 
return intervals, while there is some emerging evidence that mountain sage communities can benefit 
from certain types of fire. Statements within the Proposed Action are too broad, and we recommend 
providing more specificity regarding this. Big and low sagebrush are also overly broad in the context of 
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the H-T due to the presence of many species and subspecies occupying different soils, elevations, and 
temperature/moisture regimes. We are concerned that the Proposed Action, as written, provides overly 
broad latitude for using prescribed fire without conducting an in-depth analysis, and could allow for the 
misuse of prescribed fire as a management tool. We recommend that the Proposed Action include more 
specific constraints regarding when and where prescribed fire may be appropriate and could be 
considered for management use. 
 
Without more specificity in the proposed Project, the Department is not convinced the proposed Project 
scale is appropriate and suggest prescribed fire might be better as a highly targeted tool for specific, 
small-scale restoration projects in Nevada. We are also concerned that the Proposed Action could be 
approved through the use of a Categorical Exclusion, thus reducing the level of planning and analysis 
that will be completed, and the disclosure of analyses to the public. Given the recent history of wildfire 
and invasive annual grass in Nevada, use of prescribed fire should be very judicious and used only after 
extensive analysis, both at the programmatic and site-specific project scale. We recommend this project 
be analyzed as an Environmental Assessment and additional coordination and communication with the 
Department occur given the potential for prescribed fire to conflict with wildlife resources. 
 
We greatly appreciate the opportunity to participate in the review and development of this proposed 
Action, and genuinely look forward to further discussions with the Forest Service on this project. Should 
you have any questions regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly.  
 
       
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

Jasmine C. Kleiber 
Wildlife Staff Specialist 
Nevada of Wildlife 
6980 Sierra Center Parkway, Ste 120 
Reno, NV 89511 
jkleiber@ndow.org 
(775) 688-1561 
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